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READING Ips 


With the Light: Raising an Autistic Child was originally created and 
published in Japanese which reads right-to-left as opposed to left- 
to-right as one finds with English. For the purposes of maintaining 
the integrity of the art and story flow of the book, that right-to-left 
orientation is reflected in this English language edition of With the 
Light, giving the impression that the book reads back-to-front. 


For someone who has never before read a book in this fashion, it can 
seem disconcerting at first but is really quite easy. Simply begin reading 
at the upper right hand corner of the page and move through the word 
balloons and the panels in a right-to-left progression. The diagram 
below will help give you a feel for the “movement” of the story: 























Manga, or Japanese comics, are a ubiquitous part of Japanese culture, 
and one finds many wonderful stories like this one dealing with all 
manner of topics and appealing to all walks of life. Manga presented 
with this orientation are becoming increasingly popular in the Western 
world. If this is your first exposure to manga, we are grateful for the 
opportunity to bring you this unique reading experience. 





CULTURAL NOTES 


Autism is an affliction that doesn’t observe international borders. Though the 
events of With the Light: Raising an Autistic Child take place in Japan, the 
experiences and emotions of the Azuma family will undoubtedly resonate with 
anyone who has been confronted by the disability. Despite the universality of the 
themes in With the Light, these few cultural notes will hopefully make reading this 
wonderful work—where cultural differences at times may seem quite foreign—a 
little easier. 


This edition of With the Light attempts to remain as true to the original Japanese 
text as possible with respect to its translation. For any terms that may need 
clarification, please consult the Translation Notes at the back of the book. 


Something that might help the reader better understand the text and interpersonal 
relationships in the book as a whole is the following chart which clarifies Japanese 
honorifics, terms that convey respect or affection. Maintaining the honorifics is 
essential because of their significance in Japanese communication as they provide 
an indication of the speaker's social status and/or feelings. 





No honorific | Indicates familiarity or closeness; if used without permission or reason, addressing 
present someone in this manner would constitute an insult 


The Japanese equivalent of social pre-nominals such as Mr./Mrs./Miss. If a situ- 
ation calls for politeness, this is the fail-safe honorific; this may be used among 
family members as well 


Conveys great respect; may also indicate that the social status of the speaker is 
lower than that of the addressee 


Used most often when referring to boys, this indicates affection or familiarity. Oc- 
casionally used by older men among their peers, but it may also be used by anyone 
referring to a person of lower standing; sometimes used to refer to girls 


An affectionate honorific indicating familiarity used mostly in reference to girls; 
also used in reference to cute persons or animals of either gender 


A respectful term for teachers, artists, or high-level professionals; 
literally means “teacher” 








Also, With the Light features sound effects like you would expect to find in any 
comic book. However, Japanese manga, including this one, tend to use a lot of 
phonetic transcription of sounds, instead of actual words. Many of these words 
don’t actually have literal translations in the English language. To simplify your 
reading experience, the sound effects have been subtitled with actual English 
words when possible. 


Thank you for supporting this publication! Happy reading! 








w+ THE 
MORN- THE DAY 

ING SUN YOU WERE 
WAS VERY  &ORN... 

BEAUTIFUL. 


















MAYBE HE'LL 
MOVE UP THE 
CORPORATE 
LADDER LIKE 
THE RISING 







WHAT 
DO YOU 
THINK OF 
THE NAME 
HIKARU? 










MY ADORABLE 


BOY WHO CAME 
7O ME WITH TLL 
THE MORNING z 6 RAISE 
LIGHT... : : at HIM WITH 
2 y : - aN ALL MY 


= LOVE. 
*This story is fictional but based on many interviews \ oe 


5 with and research on families who have autistic children. 
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MY WHOLE 
OKAY, JUST 7) WORLD IS 
DON'T WORK ‘ SHINING WITH 





TOO HARD, ( HAPPINESS. 































TLL 
ABLY BE 
LATE AGAIN 
TONIGHT, 
SACHIKO. 


a 




















NOW I'M HIS 

WIFE AND I'M 

RAISING HIS 
CHILD. 





RAISING 

ACHLDIS 

RRRNG §— TOLIGH, BLT | |: 
I'M DOING 
































HOPEFULLY 
WE CAN GET 
TOGETHER WITH 
OUR MOTHERS’ 
CLASS GROUP. 





TANAKA-SAN. 
IT’S BEENA 


THE LAST 
TIME I SAW 
EVERYONE 
WAS WHEN 
I WAS DIs- 


SQUEEZE 





DRINKING 
MILK ON THE 


4 ff; 
BSS 2 


















JEALOUS YOU 
HAVE A THREE- 
BEDROOM IN 
\ A BRAND-NEW 

APARTMENT. 








HUSBAND IS IN 
PLANNING AND 
SALES FORA 
MEDIA COM- 
Sow PANY, RIGHT? 


nice. 


HAVE TO BE 
HIS MOTHER'S yj) PRETTY 
A PERFECT f / py ATTENTIVE. 
WIFE, SO HE , | 


EXPECTS THAT Ce Ne 
\ TO MAKE THREE 


KINDS OF DISHES 
WHEN HE DRINKS, 
AND I CAN'T 


© 
BQO 
VV 


SHE'S RIGHT. 
YOUR HUS- 
BAND'S COM- 
PANY'S STOCKS 


SURPRISED 
THAT HE 
DOESN'T MIND 
BEING HELD. 





MY HUSBAND 
DOESN'T LIKE IT, HIKARU-KUN 
SO I MOVED THE HATES BEING 
CRIB TO THE 
LIVING ROOM. 


DEFINITELY 


IT'S BEEN 
GETTING 
WORSE 
LATELY. 








IF I HOLD 

















T'LL TAKE 
A NAP WHILE 
HE WATCHES 

TV. 





HELLO. 
SINCE THERE 
WAS NO AN- 
SWER, I LET 
MYSELF IN. 


DOING NOTHING 


AT HOME WHILE 
MASATO IS OUT 
WORKING 
HARD. 





I CANT 
BELIEVE 
YOU'RE 
LETTING THE : RU 
TELEVISION F E WAS CRYING 
, F ALL NIGHT, 
AND I DIDN'T 
GET ANY 
SLEEP... 


BOK: MUNCH LUNCH RICE 
_-LMICROWAVEABLE FOOD] 
SACHIKO- 
SAN, I THINK 
YOU'RE 
CUTTING 
CORNERS. 























MY 
DAUGHTER 
RAISES HER 
CHILD JUST 











2 
Ba 
Be 


PACKAGE: TOYS KID ULTRA PAMPERS 


























CLOTH 
DIAPERS DRY 
IF YOU WASH 
THEM IN THE 

MORNING. 


BABY FOOD 
IS EASY TO 
MAKE USING 


THE FOOD WHAT DID 
YOU DO WITH 


C abuts 
Priest ee "5 ee THE ONES I 
ARE ar is 
ALL USING Twwse PONE: 
CONVENIENT 


NOT CUTTING au ae y 


CORNERS, SISTER-IN-LAW... 


EITHER. 


IT WANT 
SOME 
PRIVACY, 


IT'S NOTA 
BIG DEAL IF 
SHE STOPS 
BY ONCE IN 
A WHILE. 


BUT SHE 
CAME OVER 
WITHOUT 
CALLING, SO 
SHE SUR- 
PRISED ME. 


CAN YOU : 
STOP IT SHE PAID 


ee MOST OF 
; THE DOWN 
eno PAYMENT FOR 


OBLIGATED ‘THIS PLACE. 


TO GIVE HER 
A KEY. 





Pri is i ie ie; 


SHE MAY BE 
FAMILY TO YOU, 

BUT I'M HER 

DAUGHTER- 


i _WHOHAS TO 
; DEAL WITHHER 


MAYBE HE'S 
HUNGRY. 


COLDER 
THAN I 
EXPECTED... 





PHEW. ONCE 
THEY PASS 
THEIR FIRST 
BIRTHDAY AND 
CAN WALK, 
IT'S A LITTLE 


REWARDING 
WHEN THEY 
COME TO 


++ THOUGHT 
WOULD LAST. 


















¢: HIS KINDNESS ? 





I WAS IN 
THE SAME 
COMPANY, SO 
I KNOWIT'S 
BUSY RIGHT 
NOW... 






IT MIGHT 
HELP IF YOU 
TALK A LOT 
LIKE I DO. 










YOU GET 
JEALOUS 
WHEN I TALK 
TO OTHER 
PEOPLE, 
DON'T YOU? 











BEABLETO \\\ 
—_  HUGTHEM jf 
= LIKE THATI! es 
oe fe 


Jp, \O. 


MOMMY... 








Ik 


TURN 
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KKK KK 











\ x i 
\ he 
Rr rn teen nee ieee 


Ly HE GETS HIS 
COOLNESS AND 
NERVOUS 
DISPOSITION FROM 


x 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
HIS FATHER. * 
oa 
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Kk kkk kw KK 


meuxeewnn eS 
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«FOR YOU TO 
SHOW YOUR 
AFFECTION 


++. MOMMY /S 
WAITING... ° 


I NEED THE 

MATERNITY 

NOTEBOOK 
HE 


AND TI 
QUESTION- 

















THERE'S 


NOW HE DOESN'T * 
TALK MUCH, 
AND HE 
CRIES A 
LOT. 








IT MUST BE A 
MISTAKE. 


HAVE 
AUTISM. 





IT’S A DE- 
VELOPMENTAL 
DISORDER, AND 
ITS CAUSE IS 
STILL UN- 
KNOWN. 


I SEE. 
IT'S HARD 
TO EXPLAIN 
IN WORDS. 


AUTISTIC 
PEOPLE 


DIFFICULTY 
LOOK YOU INTERACTING 
IN THE WITH 
OTHERS. 


THINK THEY 
CAN'T HEAR 











I'M NOT A 
SPECIALIST, 
SO I CAN'T 
GIVE YOU 
SPECIFICS. 


TLL REFER 
YOU TO A CITY 
WELFARE 
FACILITY, SO 


PLEASE GO : \ 
TAK TO A\ A I GUESS 


THEM. E THAT WAS 




















A 
CHILD HUH? 
THIS § AUTISM? 
YOUNG 
CAN HAVE 
DEPRES- 


THINK IT’S 
I'M NOT DEPRES- 
SURE WHAT IT SION. 
IS EITHER. T’LL 
GO TO THE 
FACILITY TO 
LEARN MORE... 





SIGN: WELFARE FACILITY 





WHY? COME 


























I KNOW, 
Let's LOOK! 
TAKE ZT 
THIS — 
BLOCK. 


ON, LET'S GET 
OUT. OUR 
APPOINT- 
MENT'S AT 

1:00 AM. 

. UGH! 
LIKE THE a 
STROLLER 

THAT 

MUCH? 

ly 
Yad 

Vi 7 





WELCOME. 
T'M ARAI, 
THE NURSE 


HE DIDN'T 
WANT TO 
GET OUT OF 
THE STROLL- 


erat THe (A A, 
ENTRANCE. 


WE'RE RUN- 
I SEE. 
YOU WERE NING OUT OF 
REFERRED TO 
A HOSPITAL, 


























DON'T UNDER- 
STAND WHAT fk 
AUTISM IS. 








SINCE HE'S 


an ( ONLY A YEAR 
a , OLD, WE CAN'T eee 
( SAY FOR SURE. REALLY 
PLEASE SEE DIeORDER? 
A SPECIALIST 
TO RECEIVE I, . 
INDIVIDUAL ( WE NEED 
GUIDANCE. ff jf TO LOOK 
i “| INTO IT 
FURTHER. 


THERE, YOU 
SHOULD RECEIVE 
ADVICE FROM 
PEOPLE WHO CAN 
GIVE PSYCHOLOGI- 


CAL AND LINGUISTIC 
GUIDANCE. 


AND 
«PLEASE 
READ THROUGH HERE... 
THESE MATERIALS. 
THEY EXPLAIN 
AUTISM. 


TLL 
MAKE AN 
APPOINTMENT 
FOR NEXT 
FEEL FREE WEES 
TO TALK TO 
ME ABOUT 
ANYTHING. 


TITLE-L: ABOUT AUTISM. 
TITLE-R: LIST OF STAFF 





















IN THE END, 
THERE'S NO 
ANSWER 
BECAUSE HE'S 
STILL YOLING. 


I JUST WANT 
SOMEONE TO 

TAKE AWAY 
THIS FEAR... 


AUTISTIC 














NO SINGLE 
CAUSE AF- 
FECTING THE 










2 re 





= BBY = es | 


CHARAC- 
TERIS- 
TICS... 


+e LINGUISTIC 
DEVE! 


MENTS ARE 
SLOW. 


EVEN IF ONE 
CAN SPEAK, 
THEY REPEAT 
WHAT YOU 
SAY. 








IT'S NOT 
TRUE. 
HIKARU 
IS NOT 
AUTISTIC. 








HE DOESN'T 
ANSWER 













+» AND HE 
HATES BEING 

HELD AND 

THROWS 
TANTRUMS... 


‘| 
yA 


HOSPITAL 
ROUNDS ARE 





SACHIKO, 


OU, I HAVE p 
GOOD NEWS, i= ae 
2 Ne : WAS IT? 





I MIGHT BE 
PROMOTED. 





REALLY!? 
YOU'VE wel 
BEEN 
WORKING 
HARD. 


THEN, TO 
CELEBRATE, 
IF It THE YOUNG- | YOU CAN HAVE 
COMES TRUE, EST SECTION ONE EXTRA 
THAT'LL BE CHIEF. ips 
WONDERFUL. y AERO 


: HIKARU'S 
SEE? IT'S vid 
petal L CRYING 
erro TONIGHT. 


I GUESS FUTURE 
WE CAN SECTION 


SLEEP TO- CHIEF'S 
GETHER. WIFE. 











AO 


= LOAN'T 
<= ~_ REST EVEN 
<——- “FORA 


XS MOMENT. 





OH, WAIT, 
HIKARU. 
WHERE ARE 
YOU GOING? 













YOU NEED 
TO EAT OTHER 
VEGETABLES, 
TOO, BUT YOU 
EAT THE SAME 

















ALL OF THE 
TOMATOES? 





HIKARU? oy 

















/ HOW noisy. 

WHY CAN'T 
Yrerk YOU GET HIM 
SV2\ TIRED DURING 
C3} THE pay? 





SHOULD WE 
DECIDE ON 
TAKENOKO? 


THEY HAVE 
SCHOOL-PRO- 
VIDED LUNCH, 

AND THEIR 

UNIFORMS 

ARE CUTE. 


SEEMS FUN. 
LET'S ALL GO 
TOGETHER. 


WE'LL INVITE 
AZUMA-SAN, 
TOO. IT'LL 


HIKARU-KUN 
ISN'T OUT OF 
DIAPERS YET, 

AND HE'S GOT- 
TEN WORSE 

LATELY... 





THAT HIKARL 

PROBABLY 
———— WON'T BE ABLE 
——— 7O ATTEND 
ge KINDERGARTEN. 


a 
BUT SHE a 
DOESN'T HAVE ~ 


TOSAYIT LIKE 
i 


Ze hs 


SACHIKO, 


ARE YOU | 
NOTHING. |f> 
WELCOME HOME? 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
IN THE 
DARK? 







































THIS eo \ 
SUNDAY IS WAY... 
MY FATHER'S 
MEMORIAL SHE SAID 
SERVICE, SO YOU CHANGED 
I NEED YOU | THE LOCK ON 
TO COME THE FRONT 










WITH ME. 


BELL, BUT 
YOU DIDN'T 


SHE RANG 
THE DOOR- |. 
ANSWER, 


I OION'T 
WANT TO 
SEE ANY- 
BOvY. 


ee a : 
ESPECIALLY —— 


NOT YOUR —— 
MOTHER... ~~ 


Ne 





I’M SORRY, 
I WASN'T 
FEELING 











WE'RE 
: HOLDING 
IT'S THE = IT ATA 










I NEED YOU 






WAIT, I TO PREPARE SEVENTH = TEMPLE, 
CAN'T TAKE MY DARK ANNIVER- AND OUR 
SUIT AND SARY OF REL AR 
BLACK TIE. HIS DEATH. tives 







WILL BE 
ee 





yN_ 





MASATO 
DOESN'T 
KNOW... 

















COME ON, 
WE CAN PLAY 
WITH BLOCKS 

OVER 


IT'S BEEN 
AWHILE. IS 
HIKARU-KUN 





SHE'S THE 
SAME AGE 
AS HIKARU, 
BUT SHE 
KNOWS HER 
MANNERS. 


YOU CAN 
/ WE NEED 
TO START ae 
PREPARING — Hl \, 
\ rortHe LATER. 


SERVICE. 




















sh THANK YOU @ 
S33/} FOR COMING I MANAGED 
TODAY. ON 70 BRING HIM 
4 BEHALF INTO THE MAIN 
OF... TEMPLE, 


















































I HOPE 
HE STAYS 
QUIET LUINTIL 








SACHIKO- 


SAN, JUST 
TAKE HIM 
OUTSIDE. 
























































































































































































































































































































NOA-CHAN 
IS BEHAVING 
WELL. 

















You've 
CAUSED BOTH 
MASATO AND 
ME A LOT OF 
SHAME. 



























































































































































































































































Wo. 
TS], ) HIKARU. 


YN, 





THEY 
CAN'T TALK 
OR INTER- 
ACT WITH 
PEOPLE... 




































BUT I 





DIDN'T 
= WANT TO fax 
: BELIEVE ’ ve MIGHT 
DISORDER It wire) was “MEY 
WITH NO TOLD OF AUTISM. 
TREATMENT THE FOS: 


SIBILITY. 





OR CURE!! 





HE DOESN'T 
CARE ABOUT 


EVEN IF I 
WANT TO TALK 
TO HIM, HE 
TELLS ME TO 
SHUT UP!! 


CAN'T EVEN 
RAISE A 
CHILD! 





PACKAGE: TOYS KID / ULTRA PAMPERS; JAR: STEW 
BOX: JAPANESE FOOD FOR BABIES / CHICKEN RICE 





YOU DON'T 
DISCIPLINE 
HIM, AND 

YOU CUT 

CORNERS. 


MASATO 
DIDN'T SAY 
ANYTHING. 


PLEASE 
DON'T 
BLAME IT 
ON MY 
SON. 


You 
LET THE 
TELEVISION 
BABY-SIT. 











TELL THE 
OTHERS 
YOU'RE NOT 
FEELING 





WE'RE 
STARTING 
DINNER, BUT 
PLEASE DON'T 
COME. 








I 


























SHE'S SO DID You 
SMALL, BUT SEE THE 
CAN STILL LITTL 
say “TaDA- rs 

KIMASU.” . 














AND SHE'S | 


ONLY TWO- | || 





AND-A- 



















seas 


++ TEACHING 

HIM WORDS 

AND HOW TO 
DRAW... 


+» MANNERS 
AND O/SC/- 


HOLDING HIM 


+I WANTED IN MY ARMS 
70 TEACH AND LOVING 
HIM EV- HIM EVERY 
ERYTHING I 












| 
| EVEN LOOK 
AT ME. 














I FEEL SO 
PATHETIC. 





MY LIGHT OF 
HOPE... 








I'M CRYING 
AND CRYING. 





PLEASE, 
HIKARU, JUST 
SAY “MOMMY” 

ONCE!! 


RESPOND 





SPX: PLOP. 


Bith + Infancy CD / FIN 








\ | BRT 
” INFANCY 











Episode 





MY SON CAME 
7O ME WITH 
THE MORNING 


MY LIGHT 




















TO ONE DAY 
RESPOND TO 
MY LOVE. 


MORNING. 


| ARAI-SAN 
\ AVAILABLE? 


LAST TIME 








WE SPOKE, 
WE DIDN'T 
HAVE MUCH 
AZUMA- 
SAN, 
HIKARL- 
KUN. 


WORRIED SO 

I CALLED AND 
TRIED TO VISIT, 
BUT YOU WERE 
NEVER HOME. 










































































































































































































TED > I COULDN'T 
COBH Sa BELIEVE ITSO T'M 
"iff I PRETENDED SORRY. 
THAT HIKARU \ fe 
WASN'T ‘ NOT TO BE 
AUTISTIC... . HOME. 














I PASS OLIT 

THE PAMPHLET 

_..WHAT TO THOSE 
WHAT WHO ASK... 





you 
MUST'VE 
BEEN 
SHOCKED. 











SS 
YES. I WAS 
7 IN DENIAL, BLIT 

TDION'T "MY WORRIES 

THINK I ved 
COULD Deny = CONTINUED. 
IT ANYMORE 

601 





THE OTHER 
DAY ATA 
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE, HE 
STARTED 
CRYING WHEN 
THE CHANT 
STARTED. 























COULDN'T 
STAY, SOT 
TOOK HIM 
OUTSIDE. 
Ree BUT MY 
..-AND MY ANA MOTHER- 
HUSBAND ieD) IN-LAW | 
IGNORED = BLAMED}. 
ME. ME... 
HIKARU DIDN'T 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT WAS 
I WAS GOING ON AND || ¢ 
ALONE WAS PLAYING |? 
AND FELT WITH ROCKS. 





Ko 























































IT WASN'T 
LIKE HE WAS 
SCARED OF 

THE SITUA- 
TION. 





HE WAS 
SCREAMING 
LIKE ALL HELL 
AND STARTED 
HITTING HIS 
OWN HEAD. 








HE CAN'T 
GET OUT 
OF DIAPERS, 
HE WON'T 
LOOK AT 
.AND He ME: 
HASN'T 
SAID A 
WORD 
YET. 


BUT YOU 
WORKED 
HARD ALONE 


HE 
DOESN'T 
SLEEP AT 

NIGHT, AND 
HE EATS 


THE SAME 
sik YOU HAVE 


OTHER 
CONCERNS, 
RIGHT? 


\ 


HE'S TWO- 
AND-A-HALF, 
BUT HE WON'T 
CALL ME 





TLL 
DON'T MAKE AN 
SKIP IT APPOINT- 
LIKE LAST MENT NOW ON, I 
YEAR, WITH A WANT YOU 
OKAY? SPECIAL- TO RELY 













FROM 


IST. ON US. 









































YOU'LL 
FEEL BETTER 
JUST BY DIS- 
CUSSING THE 
SITUATION. 













































































































































































































































































































































































































Tar a rar a 


TIME I CAME 
HERE... 





eae \ MA He (a : - 
y q \) ‘| aN (( x 
Lh y WE'LL 
/ whe : FIGURE 
Py THIS OUT 


2) ‘ 
Sh) Ee “(QO TOGETHER. 
2 > ec 
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HE BECAME 
SELFISH 














BECAUSE YOL! 
WERE CLITTING 
CORNERS! S 
az! 


LOOKS LIKE |i 
ciass sust |/// 


I DION'T 
THINK SHE'D a 
TEAR UP 


We raulTh 











CLASS THAT 
MEETS TWICE 

















AND 

He's 

REALLY HE LIKES 
STRONG, UMBRELLA 












HE SCARED 
YOU, RIGHT? 


DID IT HURT? TOO. 


FINE. 


OH, IT 
STARTED 
RAINING. 








K I GUESS 
y, ; YOU WERE 
; TALKING 


BYE! T 
HOPE TO ~ 
SEE YOU 

AGAIN! y 





























SHE TO ARAI- 
HELPED ME, SAN? 
TOO. SHE'S 
GREAT. 
|S x 
—) 
x 7 
' éE THANK YOU, 
oe 6 )))| eeonere. 
oO 
CHEER- 
| Pu. 
I WONDER 
JEL CAN BE 
LIKE THAT? 






















































































Ye 


NO, HIKARU! 
GET OUT OF 
THERE! 


HEY, CAN 


HOME. 
YOU Fae TLL HEAT 


THIS? uP YOUR 
DINNER. 


I ASKED 


Vi, OH, THAT'S OH... 


RIGHT. I'M THEN YOU 
SORRY... SHOULD'VE 


CALLED... 





H * 
























































I WANTED 
TO TALK TO 
HIM. 









MASATO, 
I WENT TO 


TODAY 









































Sy 29 4? ty 


A FAMILY 
THAT CAN 
TALK ABOUT 
ANYTHING. 


GET MARRIED, 
WHAT KIND OF 
FAMILY WOULD 


% BF y—_22 4. 


% 
x 





it 
® 
7 





EVENA 
STRANGER 
OPENED UP 

7O ME SO 
WARMLY. 





SS) 


THE FACILITY Qu 




















TAK 


~ 
J 
HE Fl- 
NALLY FELL 
ASLEEP... 
IT'S SO 
LATE. E 
== 





ae 
wT > Be 
VS ae 
o 
— Pa 
IT'S SO 
DIFFERENT 
FROM WHAT 


I'D HOPED 


= 



















WHAT AM 

I 70 YOu? 
WHAT ABOUT 

HIKARU? 





























































































































AFTER A 
FEW TESTS, 
I CAN TELL 


























cs OSAWA- | ...HIKARU- 
SENSEI, IS ie 
THAT MY 
TOWARD 
FAULT? = |! tHe auris- 
Tie sive. a 
DIDI 
RAISE HIM 
WRONG? 






5 
PSYCHOLOGY SPECIALIST i 
OSAWA-SENSE/ 
BOK: 


YOu LET THE 2 


TELEVISION al 
BABY-SIT AND) 
DIDN'T OISC/- 





THAT'S 
NOT IT, 
AZUMA- 
SAN. 


IT WAS , 
BELIEVED SO oe PLINE HIM! 
BEFORE... 


i\y 





I's 


Not my REALLY? 


NO, IT'S 
NOT YOUR 


THAT THE 
CAUSES... 


COMPLETELY 
UNRELATED TO 
THE MOTHER'S 

PERSONALITY OR 
HOW SHE RAISES 


: THE CHILD. 
FAULT. 





THE 
CAUSE IS 
«BUT STILL 


ITISA UNKNOWN... 
RELATIVELY 


MMO! 
DISORDER, 
AFFECTING 

ABOUT 1.5 TO 
2 PEOPLE IN 
1,000. 


AUTISTIC 
PEOPLE HAVE 
A HARD TIME 
INTERACTING 

SOCIALLY. 


+e AND 

THEIR THEY 
LANGUAGE DEMAND 
DEVELOP- REPETITION 
MENT MAY AND HATE 
BE SLOW. CHANGE... 





PLEASE 
BELIEVE IN 
THAT! <d BUT EVERY 
FEN CHILD HAS 
THE ABILITY 


a CAN YOU AFTER TALKING 
f7t—] COME INON TO ARAI-SAN, 
MONDAYS: I THINK YOU 


AND TUES- SHOULD JOIN 


é f ) 
ch Wa 
, DAYS? THE CLASS. 
RN Ss , 
if 


<> FoR THE 
= 
<=> FIRST TIME 


I FEELIM 


= _MovING 


















+. WHY DIDN'T 
YOU TELL ME 
EARLIER? 









HELPED 
ANYTIME. 





WORRIED 

ABOUT YOUR 
HIGH BLOOD 
PRESSURE. 




















FAMILY CARES 
ABOUT PUBLIC 


I THOUGHT 
I COULD 
HANDLE IT 
MYSELF. 





WHAT IS 
MASATO-SAN 
SAYING? 





HELPING 
YOU ASA 
FATHER, 
RIGHT? 


THAT MY 
HUSBAND 
1S INDIF- 

FERENT.. 


MY MOTHER- 
IN-LAW DID 


VISIT MORE 
OFTEN. 


se 


ba | i 


MARRIED 
OFF, BUT 
DEPEND ON 
US, OKAY? 


MOM'S 
WEAK VEINS 
MIGHT 
BURST... 


YOU SAW 
HIKARU, 
RIGHT? 





WE DID 
MY NAME COME 
CLASS- 


THIS IS 
HIROAKI. 


NEW FRIENDS 
IN OUR CLASS. 
HIKARU AZUMA 
AND HIS MOM. 





THERE WERE 
10 PAIRS OF 
MOTHERS AND . 
CHILDREN AND B START AGAIN 
FOUR NURSES, WITH SOME 
THE PROGRAMS | EXERCISE. 
WERE VERY 
DETAILED, 




























MAKE SURE TO 
BRING YOUR FACE 
UP TO THE COIN 


WA: 





BUT BY THE 
TIME THE NEW 
YEAR CAME, 
/T'0 BEEN SIX 











a 
FoR Oh, 

















HIKARU 
KUN, 
IT'S THE 
STROLLER, 

RIGHT? fy 
(~] BUT HIS 
h “INSISTENCES" 
| ARE GETTING 

dP) WORSE. 





b 


po 
G @ 






Wl FOR HIKARLU 
aS, 
sD 


ae 













IT WAS HARD 


TO DO MANY 
OF THE THINGS 
SINCE HE WAS 























COMPARED 
TO WHEN HE 
JOINED, 
HIKARU-KUN 
HAS GROWN 
TREMENDOUSLY. 


I THINK HE 

MIGHT BE 
READY FOR 
THE SEPARA- 
TION CLASS. 


YOU SHOULD 
aed No cH.p 


een RIDES A 


STROLLER. 


BUT IF T 
DON'T LET 
HIM, HE 
PANICS. 


SOMETIMES 
WHEN HIKARU 
























SOMETIMES — WHAT 
I SEE you ARE YOU 
WALKING DOING 
THAT WAY. NOW? 





HE IN A 
TROLLER? 


JUST LIKES 
TO RIDE 


















WE ATTEND YEAH, BUT 
THE CLASS HIKARU IS 
OFFERED AT AUTISTIC. 





THE WELFARE 
FACILITY. 





LIKE IN THE 


BECHISE MOVIE 2A/N 


HIKARL AND 
IDION'TOO ? 
ANYTHING 
WRONG. 


J 





NO 
WONDER. 


SCREAMS 
AND CRIES 
LIKE HE'S 
BEING 
ABUSED. 





BUTI 
DIDN'T THINK 
/T WOULD 
LEAD TO THAT 
INCIDENT... 














I HEARD A DISABI- 
IT FROMA LITY. 
CLASSMATE'S 
MOTHER AT 
THE KINDER- 
GARTEN. 








CHANGE 
INTO THIS. 











WHY DID — 
YOU DO TELL SOME- 
THAT? rat aoe 
HIKARU? 
THE PEOPLE 
DOWNSTAIRS A 
“rauneaoy. (AZ J a 
IT ALREADY. 
WE CANT. 4 ees 
WE CAN'T 
MOVE AWAY 
EASILY, 
RIGHT?! 





























COME ON, q & = 
HIKARU. / 

PUT THIS se 
ON <a) 


OH, 
THEY'RE 


Re COMPLAIN | 
ING DOWN- 
¢ “A HE'S 


STAIRS. 
BEEN 
CRYING 
Al 


LL NIGHT. 






YOU NEED 
TO STOP 
CRYING! 





OH, 
WELCOME 
HOME. 
























































iehai 
Pie 
187 







NOW 
PEOPLE ARE 
/. GOING TO 
TALK ABOUT 
usl! 














BUT I HAVE 
NO INTEN- 
TION OF 

HIDING IT... 





THEN YOU 
SHOULD DO 
SOMETHING. 















EVERYTHING 
ONTO ME 
BECAUSE 

I’M HIS 

MOTHER!I! 





IT'S NOT 
ANYBODY'S 
FAULT THAT 
HIKARU IS 
AUTISTIC. 






elt JUST 
HAPPENED BY 
CHANCE!! 





gee 


YOU WERE 
MAD AT THE 
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE 
BECAUSE HE 
CAUSED YOU 


FAMILIES ARE 
SUPPOSED TO 
SUPPORT EACH 


THIS 
IS MY 
HOME. 

















YOU'RE EM- 
BARRASSED 
BY HIKARU, 





BUT WE'RE 


IF YOU'RE 
THE FATHER, 
YOU SHOULD 

AT LEAST 

STAND UP 

FOR USI! 
























HIKARU, 
WEAR THIS. TIRED 
IT'S COLD every [| 
OUTSIDE. DAY. : 
| LWANT SS 
< ALITTLE 
Ww PEACE AND Q. 
QUIET AT = 
NIGHT!! 
Fr GOooD- 


Pi BYE. YOU 
cee” CAN HAVE 
" PEACEFUL 
NIGHTS 

FOREVERI! 
























HIKARU, 

700 BIG 
FOR THE 
STROLL- 
ER, WAS 

SCREAMING. 



















WHAT ARE 
YOL LOOKING 
AT? DIDI DO 
SOMETHING 
WRONG? 


On" 


; IE YOU'RE 
SS NOT GOING 
—— TO HELP US, 
= THEN JUST 


—— LEAVE US 
a ALONE!! 
























































WELCOME 
HOME, 
SACHIKO. 
WASN'T IT 
COLD? 





Ne 
: 
Jee 









































KUN Fl- 
NALLY FELL 
ASLEEP. 


HE 
LOOKS 
LIKE AN 


LISTEN NO 
MATTER 
WHAT I 

SAY. 


HEARING 
HIM SCREAM 
EVERY DAY 
IRRITATED ME, 





BUT IT 
MUST 
HAVE 
HURT... 
ADULT 
HITTING 
A CHILD. 


SHE 


ES 
ALWAYS I KNEW SHE 


TRIES TO G e WAS HAVING 
DEAL WITH ‘ 
/T ALONE. ae : X 


LIFE WAS 
SURPRISINGLY 
SN PEACEFUL. 


g 














OF THOSE 


CHILDREN. 





JUST ONCE, 
WOULD CALL 








YOU'RE 
TRYING TO 
COMFORT 


































































































































































































































































WE M/GHT 


HAVE A 
CONNECTION 
IT'S JUST OF OUR OWN. 
DIFFERENT 
FROM 
EVERYONE 
ELSE'S. 






90) AMA a as 


Vie (7 We he a 








. THE FLOWER 
SEEMED 70 BE 
SAYING. 


* ox of If 
| Bb 200 athe os - Hothss econ Ok 





Bth = fan fang [FN 




















w 
TV 
Seeger 
PuRES 
SSss* 
NEN 
QSSs 
yess 
=x 











MOMMY 


BELIEVES... 








«70 
CONNECT 
SOMEDAY. 

















MEET BACK 
HERE IN 30 
MINUTES. 


KUN PLACED 
FLOWERS BY 
YOUR FEET? 




























































SOMETIMES 
LOOKS THIS 
WAY. 





BUT 
IT WAS AT 
A TIME WHEN I 
WAS DEPRESSED, 
SOIT MADE | 
ME REALLY 
HAPPY. 




















HE JUST 
DOESN'T 
SAY IT, SO 
I CAN'T 
TELL... 
















MAYBE HIS 
HEART IS 
FULL OF ALL 
THE THINGS 

HE SEES. 


















BUT I 
THINK HE 
HAS HIS EYES 
ON MANY 
THINGS. 














BUT 
YOU CAN 
TELL THAT 
HE'S BEEN 
RIGHT? | WATCHING. 
























KUN. 


11.80 HE'S 
Is ALWAYS 
vane SMILING AND 
HIKARU LIKES PEOPLE... 





KNOW... 






MY HIROAKI 
















JUST FOR LH 
ONE DAY, T FI \ cel LA ony 
WANT TO re 5 

SEE MYSELF = [SBS y US IN THE EYE, 
THROUGH /f\———<__ OR CALL US 
HIS EYES. Ss 


+ WE 
BOTH EXIST 
IN THEIR 
WORLDS. 


WOULD 
YOU SEE A 
MOTHER"? 




















OR SOMEONE 
WHO JUST 
TAKES CARE 
OF YOU? ie 


lf 


é 
































2 


tt 










































































































































BE CAREFUL, 
HIKARL-KUN. 










hie 
gene 








SHOULD 
put WE USE Less 
BEFORE FRAGILE DISH- 
THAT, WE WARE? 
SHOULD BUY 
CANNED 
BEER! /Zy P 











SACHIKO, 
CAN YOU 



























THAT'S 
RIGHT. HE 
BROKE MORE 
DISHES. 


















WHAT 

















TM SURE Is that y 
YOU'RE EN- Bicate COMING Mae 
Joyl in 5 
etnies the back- BACK: 


QUIET LIFE 
' ground? 
























THINK HIKARU 
AND I ARE IN 
YOUR WAY. THAT'S 
WHY I’M 
NOT COM- 


eee BACK. 










DON'T 
TALK LIKE 
THAT. 






I know | 
said too 





IT WAS 










REALLY 
TIRED 
M THAT 
WAS THE TIME... 
TRUTH, STILL AT 


WORK NOW, 




























-bzzzz- f 7 4 











I WON'T 
RETURN 
UNTIL YOU 
ACKNOWLEDGE 
US AS YOUR 
PAMILY!! 




































































~ 


IT OKAY? 
YOUR 
DON'T 
WORRY 
agour ir, (Cy 
TANIGAWA- o 
KUN. C3 


ome 
ea 


ARN wy ONCE WE GET 
H mga BACK TO THE OFFICE, 
WE'LL PREPARE FOR 
OUR PRESENTATION 
| TO THE MOVIE 
DISTRIBLITION 
COMPANY. 





tt 








ALL RIGHT. 
THE DOCU- 
MENTS ARE 

INTHE : 
envelope. (“ff NS 








LOOKS 
LIKE WE'RE 
PULLING 
ANOTHER ALL- 
NIGHTER. 


FAMILY OR 
WORK? I CAN'T 
DECIDE WHICH 
1S MORE 
IMPORTANT. 


AND NOWL 
CAN'T EVEN 
SPEND TIME 
WITH THEM. 


CHIEF, Is “>\/8 


FAMILY... 
eo 











IS /T THAT BAD 
70 WANT TO RLIN 
AWAY AFTER SEE- 
ING THAT SCENE 
NIGHT AFTER 
NIGHT? YOLI PROBABLY 
THINK OF ME 
AS A MONEY- 
MAKING 
n MACHINE TO 
nas = RAISE OUR CHILD, 





) OKAY, 
cf IT'LL GO 
| THROUGH 
ng THEM RIGHT 
—— Now. 
— : 



















































































































































SACHIKO MAY 


THINKIMA 
USELESS 
BUT WE'RE RIGHT 
IN THE MIDOLE OF HUSBAND, 
THE I.T. REVOLU- 
TION, AND MY PLAN 
GO 


/$ ABOUT TO 
THROUGH. 


‘ I WANT TO 
COMPLETE THIS. ~~ 





I SEE YOU 

SWITCHED 

TO DRIVING 
HERE. 
























I'M 

















HOW DID COMMUTING 
WE HAD THAT dienes FROM MY 
ISSUES LAST HAPPEN? PARENTS’ 
WEEK, AND HE 
JUST WOULDN'T 
UNDERSTAND... 





THAT'S WHY 
YOU WERE 

























YOUR 
HE HAS HIS ‘ Lean 
OWN BUSINESS, S}°N pick YOUUP ig 
MaKe TIME. im SOMETIMES. JEALOUS 
; UY ES 
Ye. K OF YOU. 








HE ALSO HE PARTICI- 
CAME OUT _——~PATES IN THE 
TO THE NEW FATHERS’ 
YEAR'S MO- = GROUP, AND 
CHI-MAKING HE SUPPORTS 
CONTEST. You. 














HUSBAND IS 
HOPELESS, 
BUT I DON'T 


CARE ANY- 
AS LONG MORE. 


AS I HAVE 
HIKARU... 








YOU 
NEVER HAD 
A FATHER. 

















* 








LER OH, IT'S 
y ( } you. if 
WHAT 2 kK 
(6 THAT 
SUPPOSED ae y 
TO MEAN? & 
I CAME TO Se a 
HELP. Sn 
ee 5 
y YOU POOR 
THING. 
WHAT IS. 
THAT WIFE 
GA] oO | oF yours 
5’ . FOR? 
SHE CAN'T Oe i 
RAISE A is > hug 
CHILD, AND i uf 
SHE CAN'T DO Gz 
HOLISEWORK. \ ie 
N & 
( Wierd) 
. I HAVE 
rave to 10 60. 
TAKE CARE 
aed OF SOME- 
Berne THING BY 
SUNDAY. TODAY. 
IFA 
DIFFERENT 
COMPANY 
) TAKES 
HERE'S IT'SA THIS PLAN, 
THE SPARE SS PLAN THAT EVERYTHING 
KEY. USE IT INCORPORATES WILL BEA 
TO LOCK UP DIGITAL BROAD- —- WASTE 
CASTING AND 
WHEN YOU cams AN 
LEAVE. p 




































OH, MY 
GOOoD- 
NESS... 


WHEN IS 
SACHIKO- 
SAN COMING 
BACK? 






























































y 
\ ) iC Ny 
I by I DON'T 

ais —— UNDERSTAND 

oe eu ” 2 || worteo TWHATNOT. 
LATER. ) Seal 
a | : ~\ your 
’ HEALTH. 

























































He 
ey 
ae oh |e 
ABOUT eo | 8 yi? 
AUTISM? oo vy 
cx 
BG 














I CAN a 
ie TR 
(Wey \\ 


Y, 


(SFX: SIGH..+ 
ISAS) 


~  HIKARL 
—— MAY BE 















I CAN'T RE- 
ALLY UNDER- 
STAND IT. 


seelT'S NOT 
SACHIKO-SAN'S 
FAULT? 








OH! THAT 
SUR- 
PRISED | 
ME. 


7 tee 








OH... “é 
TANIGAWA- <7 
: S 
cae 
~ a 


























THIS IS 
NISHIYAMA. 
[R ‘ 
a G 
\ \ T'LL BE YES... 
ta (2 RIGHT YES. THE 


THERE. FIRST 


HOSPITAL. ( V7 
SA- \ 


CHIKO... 4 
Z so 


ZN 








THEY'RE 
SAYING HE'S 
OVERWORKED. 
HE DIDN'T mie 
GET ANY REST 
THE WHOLE Pipe 
TIME I WAS LLAPS| 


GONE. AT WORKI? 





HIKARU-KUN, 












































YOU'RE LONE- 4 
Ly, RIGHT? THEN 
a ow T'LL DRIVE 
ul. 
GO. YO 
. LET'S STAY 
\ i re) HOME WITH 
} NANA. _ 
SZ 4 


SIGN: THE FIRST HOSPITAL 


I COULDN'T 












I’M LOOKING 
FOR MASATO 
AZUMA. HE 
WAS BROUGHT 
HERE BY AM- 
BULANCE. 
































PROBABLY 
NAG AT ME 












ARE YOU 
FAMILY? 
LET ME 
TAKE YOU. 







TOLD ME 
HE'LL BE 
OKAY. 










TANIGAWA-SAN 
WHO LET US 
SO MAKE 
SURE TO KNOW. 
THANK HIM 
LATER. 


I BROUGHT 
OVER HIS 
THINGS. 












I'M GOING 
HOME, THEN. 
I'M TIRED. 


OH, AND... 
ONCE THE IV 
IS DONE, BUZZ 
THE NURSE. 


OH 


THANK 
YOU VERY 
MUCH. 





I FOUND 
IT WHEN 
I WAS 
CLEANING. 


AND I'M 
GOING TO 
BORROW 
THIS. 


BUT I NEED 
TO READ 
MORE TO 
UNDER- 
STAND IT. 


PLEASE / y \ 

PLEASE LooK TAKE YOUR / u & WHILE FOR 
AT HIKARU TIME. \\ yi ME, TOO. 
AGAIN, AS \ 

HIMSELF. 


I'M SORRY 
THIS HAP- 
PENED WHILE 
MY DAUGHTER 


Niet WAS GONE. 


SAN... 


APOLOGIZE. 

















DOES 






HE HIT 
HIMSELF 
HE IN THE 
oie ne HEAD? I WANT TO 











TELL YOU 


BEFORE... 
TO NOT 






SHE'S GOING 

te THROUGH 
HIKARU- Te 

KUN AT YOUR t90,' 
HOUSE? 














YES, HE 
























THROWS 
ee HOUSE IS A 
MESS. IT'S 
TIME. LIKE THERE 
WAS A ROB- 






BER INSIDE. 






























I'M SURE 
HE HAS HIS 







I KNOW 
WE SPOILED 
OuR 
DAUGHTER. 








BUT I CAN 
| TELL HOW MUCH |; 
























SHE'S GOING 
‘ THROUGH JUST 
TM IN THE TWO 
WILLING TO SHORT WEEKS 
DO WHATEVER I'VE SPENT 
IT TAKES TO \ WITH THEM. 4] us CRAZY. 
SUPPORT \ 






THEM. 





PLEASE 
BE UNDER- 
SANDING, 


PLEASE STOP, 
NISHIYAMA- 














I'M TIRED. 
LET ME 


1 don’t think 
I can go 
home yet. 

















WE WERE BOTH HARD- 
PREOCCUPIED SHIPS, 
WITH OURSELVES BUT SO 


— AND DION'T THINK 
7 — ABOLIT EACH 
OTHER, 





WE WERE | 
SUPPOSED 
TO WORK 
TOGE- 
THER.. 








HIMSELF 
SICK... 






WHAT ARE 
YOU SAYING? 


YOU CAN'T - 
GET UP. oe 


SACHIKO... 













++ WHAT 
TIME IS IT? 
I HAVE TO 


TANIGAWA- 
SAN WILL 
TAKE CARE 


DO YOU 
WANT TO 

DIE!? I CAN'T BE 
SLEEPING 


HERE... 





I DON'T 
WANT TO 
SAY THIS, 

BUT... 


A TKARLU'S 
FATHER... 
THAT CAN 
ONLY BE 

YOU! 


«THAT NO 
MATTER HOW 
MUCH YOU 


walF MOVE UP... 
YOU DIE, 
IT MEANS 
NOTHING. 


JUST 
LEAVE ME 
You won'T = ALONE. 
UNDERSTAND 
HOW I FEEL. 
















YOU FEEL - — your 
UKE THE / Ray, BODY 







BEHIND, 
pipe he, ae ¢ EXPECTA- 
Y TIONS. 
Petr LiKE = fl 
THAT THE Mos 
= vasrrour =| il 3, 
—  YEARSI! — 


\ 





Ve 


IT 
no SM AFTER RESTING, 
| HE DECIDED: 10 DO as ae, MASATO FINALLY 
TO RETHINE glee ise CAME LP WITH 
HIS VALUES ~ AN ANSWER. 
; THAT WOULD 
ANE EAS CHANGE THE 
A PARENT.” 
WORLD... 


«BUT T'LL 


iene eon 
es 








I WANT 
TO BEA 
FATHER TO 
HIKARU... 


PAPER: DIVORCE NOTIFICATION 











Ne 


mae MASATO 


RETURNED TO 

MASATO WORK AFTER 
ACCEPTED TWO WEEKS, 
iT AND HE WAS 


TRANSFERRED 
TO AN EASIER 





I'M 
UPSET. 










IT WAS 


S «BUT THE YOUR HARD 
NEXT GUY WORK AND 8 
TOOK THE PREPARA- A 
CREDIT. TION... H 
§ 








IT's 
IT'S MY OKAY. 

FAULT FOR 

ve TAKING NOT... 
CARE OF 

MYSELF. 
















































































di oa 
LIVING A byt S&S lout 
LIFE WITH : yar 
MY FAM- BUT I FEEL FAILURE 
ILy... REFRESHED. . 
! 
[ [rman 
OH, = 
azuma-ean. \\ MELLON NET? 
WE WERE 
WAITING ] THE 
FOR YOU. “| WELFARE 8 
FACILITY 8 
FATHERS’ & 
GROUP IS Ry 
OVER ts 
HERE. 





/// 


DAY, WHEN 

I LEFT FOR 

WORK, HE 
CRIED. 


HIROAKI JUST 
RESPONDED TO 
THE “CHANGE” 
OF SOMEONE 
LEAVING. 


I'M OYAMADA. 
OUR WIVES 
ARE FRIENDS 
AT THE 
FACILITY. 


HOW ARE 
purr FINE. }| you FeeL- 


WENT HOME ING? 
AFTER BEING 
DISCHARGED, 
AND MY SON 
WELL, IT IGNORED 
HAPPENS 
ALL THE 


YEAH, I 
WHEN t REMEMBER 
LEFT TO © THOSE 
MAKE MY 

DELIVERIES, 


J . TO CRY. 


WASN'T THAT 


I THINK IT WAS HE WAS 
MORE ABOUT CRYING 
SOMETHING FOR ME. Peele 
THAT WAS ONCE HAPPY WHEN 
THERE BEING I CAME 
GONE... Tee HOME. 










































































vey || 
t db THEN T'LL 
= WORK HARD 
r TO BE "USE- "I’M MORE 
cy TLL Pll PERSON OF A USEFUL 
ae \@ stat #2" 4 PERSON’ THAN 
ez FROM AMOM TO 
— FA tuere. Jp HIKARLL,” 
OR hoe 
4 
“iy wis 
s e Clin 
pS CE TLL 
2 f 0 Zoe ee Move 
Af pyeere™ 8 _— uP TOA 
24-0) quiero AX FATHER 
Off RESOLUTION ATS Re AFTER 
“hh, ' >) \ THAT! 
— 2 Py] BE / ) NEE 
p ey) ie. 
SS é 









ae * 
- HIKARL'S ve 
LITTLE NOSE 
IS LOCATED 
HIKARU'S 
LITTLE NOSE, 
LITTLE NOSE, 






RIGHT HERE. 
LITTLE NOSE. 


WELCOME 
HOME. HOW 


MOMMY'S EYES. 
PRETTY 
WATCHING. EYES ARE 
LOCATED 
RIGHT 
HERE. 


NEXT IS 


Ye 


HE MADE A 
RESOLUTION. 









YEAH... 

















I NEVER 
THOUGHT THIS 
DAY WOULD i Aa 
CONE: HIKARU'S 








RESPONSE. 





IT LOOKS 













LIKE YOUR 
HUSBAND IS 
AND I LEARNED SUPPORTING 
THAT MEN HAVE YOU ALL THE 
A DIFFERENT WAY WAY NOW. 
OF THINKING, 


DOCTOR SAID i 
EXERCISING YOU WANT 


THE WHOLE [ TO TEACH 


me Boy Is HIM HOW 


WOULD BE 
PERFECT. 


Cs. PAMPHLET: DOLPHIN SWIMMING 
SCHOOL TODDLER-FRIENDLY 


THERE ARE TEACH HIM || 


BABIES IN BEFORE 
DIAPERS PAR- = THAT, 
TICIPATING, THEN. 


CAN BARELY 
GO TO THE 
BATHROOM 
PROPERLY. 













EVEN AFTER 
WE'D FINISHED, 
HIKARU 
































IT'S 100 
DEGREES. 


EVERYONE 
WAS OBV!- 
OUSLY AN- 

NOYED, 


I'M SORRY TO 


CAUSE SUCH 
IT'LL TAKE RACKET. MY SON 
A WHILE FOR IS AUTISTIC AND 
HIM TO CALM IS IN A PANIC. 
DOWN. 








SINCE HE HAS 
A FEVER, WE 
CAN'T TAKE HIM 
OUTSIDE. I'M 
VERY SORRY. 


0 

S 4 
ial HE'S 

te wire AUTISTIC. 





————— 


I KNOW 
THAT = ABOUT 
TEEN IDOL IT. I 


WAS PLAY- saw IT 
ING THE ONTV. 
PART. 







y I HEARD 

| NOTHING CAN 
BE DONE TO 

\ CURE IT. 


— 














CAKE: 
HAPPY BIRTHOAY / HIKARL AE TER 


HIS FOURTH 
BIRTHDAY... 


HIKARU START- 

gains ED IMITATING THE 
7 TV AND SAYING 
‘WOMMY" AND 


‘QADDY.” 
i ped 
coe 
ay 
Pu 
Ww 3 & 









3g 
& 


goo 


s 


oe 


2 2 o& 9, 
ShooS Pood Peesoes 


se 
eee 


ee 


JUST THAT 
1S MAKING 
SUCH A DIF- 
FERENCE. 



















WORRY 
ABOUT IT. 


YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO 
TAKE HIM 
OUTSIDE. 















SOME DAY, 


WILL BECOME ~—— 
A WIDELY Ac- . 
SIS 






KNOWLEDGED 
/MLLNESS!! 


AUTISM 


















THAT'S RIGHT. 
WE NEED TO 
MAKE AN EF- 
FORT TO GET 
OTHERS TO 
UNDERSTAND 
47isa 


wr A 


THERE ARE 
ABOUT TWO 
PEOPLE IN y, 
EVERY 1,000 
WITH AUTISM, 
THAT'S NOT 
INSIGNIFI- 









IT'S LIKE 
SINGING A 
FOREIGN 
SONG WITHOUT 
KNOWING WHAT 
/T MEANS... 







QR 


rs 






















“dey = BUT THOSE 
“UTTERANCES” 
DION'T MEAN 


ANYTHING. 






















THERE ARE 
THREE CARDS 
WITH PICTURES 

ON THEM, 
RIGHT? 











JUST ASKED, 
“PLEASE 
HAND ME 





THEY USE 
SONGS WITH 
THE NAMES OF 
COLORS AND 
BODY PARTS... 





FACILITY, 
HE'S STILL 
CONTINUING 
WITH LANGUAGE 
INSTRUCTION 
TO HELP HIM 
IDENTIFY 
OBJECTS. 


- 


HEAD AND 
SHOULDERS, 
THEN THE 
KNEES, THEN 


THE KNEES. 
To the 
Tune of 
“London 
=~ 


Bridge” 

















HIKARU 




































IS GIVING 
SPECIALIST H HER THE 
LIKE HOLD- SAID THAT ableto to VOG. 
ING THE HAT IT'S IMPOR- it yester- 
AND SAYING, TANT... me day... 
"LET'S WEAR 


THE HAT"? 


























HEHASA / \) 
. stl ae HARD TIME { (ll Wi) 
YEAH gasect wie Hl Peles |W 
. SHOWING IT TO ieee 
HIM IN EVERY 





DAY LIFE. 






















THE eves THE OBJECT 
WORDS wHE CAN AND THE 
COME LEARN THE “NAME... 






OUT... WORDS. 












THAT 
AND EXERCISE, 
Ww THEN TOO, BEGAN 
IT'S A PHOTO- FIRST WITH 
GRAPHS. REAL 
PICTURE. OBJECTS. 


L 










GRAPHS? I 
CAN HELP OUT 
WITH THAT, 















HIKARL SHOWED 
INTEREST IN 
MASATO'S 
SIMPLE IDEA, 









HE UNDER- 


DIFFERENT 
VERSION. 





WE PLINCHED 












HOLES IN THEM TAKING 
AND BUNCHED PICTURES 
THEM TOGETHER OF VARIOUS 
70 USE WHEN THINGS /N 
HIKARU'S 
LeT’s 6o “M IMMEDIATE 
WE STARTED TO THE eS 7 
ENJOYING FACILITY. i 







THIS ROUTINE. 


WE'LL CALL 
HIKARU. 









THEN WE £ 
CALLED & 
DADDY'S 4 





NAME QUT ip 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































YS ZA 


4 


= 
Dip 
YOU HEAR 
HIM? | 
wa 


HE JUST 
SAID... 
Oe S 


(| 










IT HEARD 











HIM. \ 
ASKING HIKARL 
70 “SAY IT ONE 
THIS MORE TIME" /S 
DOESN'T USELESS, WA \ Ses 






































HE CAN'T 0O 


é THINGS He — | “KARL. 
HIKARU'S 
Lees like WAS ABLE TO 
WEIS LIKE 90 YESTERDAY. 
Gen HE THROWS 
SHINING IN TANTS: 
(AND OUT 
DURING A 


STORM. 




























IVE 
WANTED 
70 GEA 

‘WOTHER" 
EVER SINCE 
TWAS ; 

BUT THAT'S 
one. WHY THIS 

x MEMORY 1S A 

TREASURE, 








THE DESTINY 
THAT VISITED 
ME THAT MORN- 
ING AT THE 
HOSPITAL WAS 
NOT THE ONE I 
HOPED FOR. 





ee 


..- THIS BOY IN 
FRONT OF ME 


we'll 
WITH eels LIVE ON 
HIKARU... LIGHT... alae 


Birth « 





nfancy >) / FIN 








PLEASE 0 i \ a boy in his 
STOP IT. : } - underwear 
‘i at the Balloon 
Factory store 
on First 
Please go Street. 
see if it 
is your 


ON A COLD 
MORNING IN 


c serene 
\ officer found 















be 





Masato, 


him. 
: | 
yy 
He’s at the 


balloon L 


store next 
to the 4 
highway. 


te 


Okay, I'll 


there. 


- 








| found 





I 






right 











Preschool Year 











: I FORGOT 
TO LOCK THE 

DOOR WHEN T 

WENT TO GET 


THE PAPER... 














SO YOU HAD 






TO PAY FOR ALL 
HE ENDED THE DAMAGED 
UP INA BALLOONS? 
FUNNY 






PLACE. 










HE LEFT I 
WHILE TWAS KNOW. 
GETTING HIM 
DRESSED, SO 
HE WAS IN HIS 

UNDERWEAR. AND, 

ON TOP OF THAT, 

HE WAS BARE- 



















TOOK AWAY 
THE BAL- 
LOONS, HE 

PANICKED. 

















THE POLICE 


OFFICER AND 
I HAD THE STORE 
TO DRAG CLERK WERE 








HIKARU STUNNED. 






I'M GLAD 
HIKARU 
WAS SAFE, 













LOOKED AT ME 
AS IF I DIDN'T 
RAISE HIM 







SIMILAR 
HAPPENED 
TO ME, TOO. 

















AND \ aft. HIROAKI 
SPENT ; SNS TOOK OFF 
THE REST  APOLo- Bs ‘ WHEN I LET 
en = Hee \ “| HIM peal OF MY 
NEIGHBOR : {ge $ ee ‘7 
STILL WOULDN'T N. 
FORGIVE ME. 





HE'D PULLED 


~. y OUT MOST OF 
Bs | 2 
or course, \} a line IeES EMA 
I CAN'T RE- oN \ , NEIGHBOR'S 
ALLY BLAME f 

HER SINCE 

THAT'S HER 

LIVELIHOOD. 




















+ SHE 
.AND YELLED AT 
SHE WAS UP- = ME ABOUT 
SET BECAUSE ——PISCIPLIN- 
HIROAKI KEPT 
SMILING. 

















BUT 
HIROAKI WE'RE 
DOESN'T DOING 
UNDERSTAND OUR BEST 


| CAUSES ONE 
BIT OF TROU- 
BLE AFTER 





a VA Z 


: iS SZ WhiY ZZ D4 





































ee 
Z Ze RE- 
A AS GARDING 
IF It ‘Ss ¢ sex FZ DISCl- 
CHANGES i 12) please | PLINE... 
BACH TIME, } \ ey 
THE CHILD Hapas 
WILL GET “ ween aie 
CONFUSED. SS WUATS 
par >= 
RIGHT. 
Y 
SS 





OSAWA-SENSE/ 





PSYCHOLOGY SPECIALIST \ 











PLEASE DON'T 



















THINK YOU 

CAN CHANGE ie 

HIM IN A YEAR KT paclA ste 
OR TWO. TRY 4 , } PRAISE TIM 
TO TEACH HIM 





PATIENTLY. 


—— 








«eT MAKES 
ME SAD WHEN 
SOCIETY THINKS 
THAT I'M NOT A 
GOOD MOTHER. 








YES, T’LL 
BE CONSIS- 
TENT WITH 







I'M 
WORKING 
SO HARD... 


THAT'S WHY 
BUT HIKARU- I'D RATHER 
KUN IS GOING STAY HOME AS 

ToGoout || MUCH AS POS- 
INTO SOCIETY. | [P33 


NEXT YEAR, 
HE MIGHT 
BE AMONG 

A GROUP OF 
CHILDREN. 





























\ WHEN I HEAR 
Ny) “X/NDERGARTEN,” 
I'M REMINDED 
OF THAT 
INCIDENT. 
























(/ EVER 
SINCE 
THEN... 


is +L 'VE HADA 
Tr HARD TIME WITH 
il THE MOTHERS 
at OF HEALTHY 
CHILDREN. 












































© 
THEY SAY SLUICH 
HEARTLESS 
I DON'T WANT THINGS... 
70 BE HURT 
ANYMORE. a 


















% WE ALL eur 
PLE AND S wy — Sipe THe HERE... 
FEEL COMFORT qt afc SAME PAIN, 
AMONGST dt. 
OURSELVES... 


j BUT THE 
“ SEASONS 
T HEARD AUTUMN 1S A 
WATANABE-SAN ) TIME WHEN THE » 
MOTHERS AT THE 4 
70 60 EE SOME | FACILITY START 
? WORRYING ABOLIT 
MOVING ON TO 
ELEMENTARY vAND WITH 
THAT COMES 
CHANGE... 


OH, 
YUKA-CHAN 
WAS GROW- 
ING TREMEN- 





CAKE: HAPPY BIRTHOAY / HIKARL 





THRILLED, rot SV YUKA-CHAN 


purtwish PX IS GOING TO 
SHE WOULD A NORMAL 
KEEP QUIET. SCHOOL. 





THERE ARE 
THOSE WHO 





ALREADY 
BOUGHT 







AREN'T THAT 
FORTUNATE. 






SUPPLIES. 








WE COULDN'T 
DECIDE ON 
ANYWHERE 

YET. 













BUT I 
PROB. -eWE STILL 
ay es HAVE ONE MORE eae 
a THEY RECOM 
DEBATE S YeAR, BUT IT 
; MENDED A 
ABOLIT 4 LOOKS TOUGH. SCHOOL FOR 
/ THE DISABLED 
Ko You? 







YES, BUT T 
WANT HER 
I'M TO ATTEND 
GOING TO THE SCHOOL 
CONVINCE NEAR OUR 
THE COUN- HOUSE. 
SELORS. 




























LANGUAGE 
SKILLS ARE 


IMPROVING. —“ Y 
= 
“ie (=s 


es TT MIGHT Be 
We Za FOR YIM TO 
INTERACT WITH 


cs Maelmnene 












WE THINK 
HE CAN JOIN A 
NORMAL SCHOOL IF 
YOU COMMUNICATE = 
WITH THE SCHOOL. x 





7 WE ATTENDE 
a S SCHOOL. 


WO 





ESPECIALLY 





OH... 


I WAS 
JUST TOLD TO 
CONSIDER IT. 


HAMADA- 
; “a C SAN IS 
S THE ONE 
2 SHE WHO 
y sAlp sue STARTED 
OVERHEARD _ THE 
YOUR COUN- RUMOR. 


Ou... oA : / SELNG S66- 
( WD) 


I GUESS 

IT'S NOT 
--BUT SHE Ler FAULT 
DIDN'T HAVE = FoR OVER- 


TO TELL 
PEOPLE, HEARING... 


WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO 
CONSIDER 
PLACING HIM 
IN A KINDER- 
GARTEN? 


: \ 
AC MS) 


THERE'S 
A RUMOR 
ABOUT 
HIKARU-KUN 
GOING TO KIN- 
DERGARTEN 
NEXT YEAR. 


I HAVEN'T 
EVEN 
STARTED 
LOOKING. 


OH, T 
SEE. HOW 
IRRESPON- 

SIBLE. 













I THINK 
SHE WAS 
JEALOUS. 





SHE 
WANTED HER 
CHILD To 
ATTEND KIN- 
DERGARTEN 

LAST YEAR. 
(\ 
WAS ADVISED 
TO STAY HERE 
FOR ANOTHER | 












BUT SHE 








YEAR. 







I THOUGHT 
THAT, HERE, 
WE WOULDN'T 
HAVE TO DEAL 
WITH COMPETI- 













I FELT ITA w THAT'S. 4 
LITTLE ALL = yoTt True. || 
ALONG. f 
























AND IF HIKARU But I 


CAN'T DO SOME- IF some- GUESS 

THING EVERYONE ONE ELSE'S SO... 

ELSE CAN DO, I CHILD CAN DO 
Ne GET DEPRESSED. SOMETHING, 










IT'S PART 
OF BEING 
A PARENT. 







DOING WELL 
AT A TIME 
LIKE THAT... 















+. MAYBE 
YOU FEEL 
LIKE PICKING 





















+». WHEN I I'M NOT 
THINK ABOUT STICKING UP 




















EVEN IF THE WORDS FOR HAMADA- 
THAT PER- "GROWTH" —_—SAN, BLIT... 
SON ISN'T AND “FUTURE,” 

DOING WELL I START TO 
WORRY. 


WHEN .: 
INSTEAD, WE JEALOLIS, WE 
RUN AWAY OR JUST HAVE 
ATTACK THE TO SAY SO. 
PERSON. 


IT’S BE- 
CAUSE MY 
JEALOUSY 
HURTS... 


THAT 
APPLIES 
7O ME AS 


I SHOULD 
Z LOOK FOR 
ISHOULDDO ACACE 
WHATEVER'S 
BESTPOR 
3 we SUITABLE 
MIKARUIL FOR HIKARU. 


LET'S 
PUT ON 
YOUR 


HERE'S 
THE SHOES. 


RIGHT 
ONE. 


YEAH, I 
AGREE. 
IP THERE'S 
sits A KINDER- 
FIND One. Wa GARTEN THAT 
ee WILL ACCEPT 
Dh HIKARU, 


TO ME! 
THAT Is. 


&. I’M VERY 
(iS SORRY, 
= BUT THAT 
IS UNPREC- 
EDENTED. 
AND OUR 
FINANCIAL 
SITUATION 


2 WON'T ALLOW 
ANOTHER 


TEACHER. 














SIGN: HIGASHI KINDERGARTEN 





BUT HE 
KEPT BITING 
OTHER 
CHILDREN... 


OR CHARG- 
ING AT BABIES 
WHO CAME 


WITH THEIR 
MOTHERS TO 
PICK UP OUR 

STUDENTS. 














ae 


faonaa) 











= 
\\e | 


AUTISTIC 








HE ONLY 
DID THAT 
BECAUSE 
HE WAS 

INTERESTED 

IN THE OTH- 


HE JUST 
DIDN'T 
KNOW 

WHEN TO 


I'M VERY 
SORRY. 


LET'S SEE. 
THERE IS ONE 
PLACE ONE OF 

OUR OTHER 

KIDS WENT. 





CHILD... 


REJECT 
DISABLED 
CHILDREN. 


ALL SAID 
NO. 
CAN YOU 


SUGGEST 


OPTIONS? £ 

































































». HIKARU USED 


LIKE THAT, 


I'M SURE 
THEY CAN 
SEE HER 
THROUGH 
THE WINDOW, 
BUT... 





















































WAS LEFT 
ALONE UNTIL a a 
(} 


ye al 
MM i) 





I SAW HIKARU 
IN HER, AND I 


Fs 
& 


I WOULD NEVER 
LET HIKARU 
ATTEND THIS “= 














aa Le 
ale 
oe ( J I'M SURE I'LL 




































































si FINDA PLACE 
IST - m - THATWILLAC- 
HAVE TOLOOK > eet “ CEPTALUTISTIC 
FARTHER... 1 Tage Tw AT TT 1 CHILDREN, 
4_ —— 

















THERE ARE Ky / SAME PAIN, 





ALITISTIC 
CHILDREN IN 
EVERY 1,000. 


BUT WHY ARE 
THERE SO FEW 
PLACES THAT 
ACCEPT THEM? 


«WITH ONLY 
BABIES AND 


A FACILITY, AND 
THEY WAIT UP 
TO SIX MONTHS. 


IT's 
ENOUGH 
WORK 
RAISING 


WHY DON'T 

YOU TRY A 
DAY CARE 

CENTER? 


4 Seen SINCE I 
YOU DON'T . LOOKING HAVE TO 
HAVE TO BE ‘ FORA DAY HELP My 


WORKING : cane allay HUCPANTS 
TO APPLY. y Nese 











JUST SAY 
YOU'RE IN THE 
PROCESS OF 
LOOKING FOR 
A JoB. 
















I'M SURE 
THE PEOPLE 
$0 YOU CURRENTLY 
MIGHT HAVE WORKING GET 
TO WAIT A PRIORITY. 


LITTLE. 
















pe 


Sf J 
WS 





) Mg 
) LET'S START 
TODAY WITH 


SOME 
EXERCISE! 


I HAVEN'T 
EVEN 
THOUGHT 
OF THAT. 
































MY FAMILY'S IN- 

DIFFERENCE AND 

LACK OF LINDER- 

STANDING MADE 
ME CRY... 








s\ 

















BUT IT 














I STILL HAVE 
TROUBLE RAIS- 
ING HIKARU, 
BUTI HAVE 
TREASURED 
MEMORIES. 


THINK IT’S 
| POSSIBLE? 


coed 
CAN ALSO 
WORK. THAT 
WOULD BE 
WONDERFUL!! 


I THINK 
IT'LL Givi 
ME MOTI- 


THINKING VATION. 


ABOUT IT. 




















-.-ACCOUNT- 
ING, WHICH 
I USED TO 

DO BEFORE I 

MARRIED YOU. 


EVERYTHING 
TOGETHER. 
re 


T HAVEN'T 
SEEN YOU 
THIS 
EXCITED IN 
A WHILE. 


THANK YOU, 
MASATO. I 
LOVE YOU! 





ALL THIS 
HAPPENED 
BECAUSE I HAD 
THE COURAGE 
TO COME HERE, 





SIGN: WELFARE FACILITY 


ha 


WE BEGINA 
NEW STAGE 
+ IN OUR LIVES, 


TEACHER FOR 
THE OLDER 
STUDENTS. 

MY NAME 
|S YUMI 
HIROKAWA. 


TELL ME 
ABOUT 
HIKARU'S 
DAILY LIFE. 


TLL Use 
IT FOR 


REFERENCE. 





SIGN-L: FIRST-DAY CEREMONY 


SIGN-R: SHICHIGATSU-CHO DAY CARE CENTER 









































































































































































































































AND THIS IS. 












THE PAJAMA a 
BAG YOU'RE \ gr 
MAKING. oy 
i ALL THE 
/ GOOD PEOPLE 
l I MET TRIED TO 
GET TO KNOW 


ALL FOUR supposED 
SIDES TO PLACE 
SHUT! THE ROPE? 





FIRST-DAY a ; 
CEREMONY. is 




















(S/GN: CONGRATULATIONS ON,YOLIR ENROLLMENT 


WAS SHORT. 


AND CON- 
THIS S GRATULA- 


CONCLUDES 7 TIONS. 


OUR CER- 
AZUMA-SAN, EMONY. 
PLEASE 
COME TO 
THE ROOM. 


PLEASE 
RY GO TO THE 
HERE CENTER. I'LL 
IS OUR INTRODUCE 
NEW FRIEND you. 
STARTING 
HELLO, THIS IS TODAY. 
IT'S NICE TO HIKARU 
MEET YOU. AZUMA-KUN 
AND HIS 
PARENTS. 






















































































































































































HAPPY EVERY- 
== _ ONE'S GIVING 

—— 

—— _. HIMAWARM 
2 


OTIK(N 





a 


WELCOME!! ~~ 


~ 


HUH? HE'S 
COMING TO 
THE FRONT? 


EVERYONE 
KNOWS EACH 
OTHER FROM 
LAST YEAR, 
BUT... 





= 































































































SG 
q Sis va 
ee ye 
» 








LIKE JUMP- 

ING ROPE OR 

DOING YOUR 
BUTTONS. 


BUT THESE 
MAGICAL 
CARDS... 





How | 
COOL! |}; 


wer 
. \¢ WANT 
100" VS One, 



















OKAY, WE'LL 
MAKE THEM 
TOGETHER. 





AND THESE 
CARDS ARE 
IMPORTANT, SO 
DON'T PULL 
ON THEM. 


YUM DID A | WORRIED, 
GREAT JOB BUT 
STARTING OFF. patie 


I'M SURE 
THEY'LL HAVE 
PROBLEMS. 







PLEASE 
BEFRIEND 
HIKARU, 


WY dl YES. 
Nig 
= 
\ I AM 
‘ 2s HIKARU 
se AZLIMA'S 
MOTHER. 
; SL SHOULD 
I'M SURE \Y LET THE 
ITOBE 7 MOTHERS 
BETTER. KNOW, TOO. 
HE WAS 
UNTIL HE DIAGNOSED 
CAME HERE, WITH ALI- 
WE ATTENDED TISM. 
A WELFARE 
FACILITY. cf 


++eCOULDN'T 



























































MY CHILD 
SAID THAT 
HE... 


SPEAK 
MUCH. 


Fa 
NG ees 
Sy ; 
SOMETHING 7 
DIFFERENT. 


AND THAT 
HE'S AL- 
WAYS DOING 











: x AND THE 
MOTHERS' 
GROUP SESSION 
WAS HELD A 
MONTH LATER, 
; ; 
_ : 
I WOULD 
LIKE YOU TO 3 
MEET OUR 
NEWEST = 
MEMBER. J 
PLEASE fel || (2 
INTRODUCE Ee || Pe 
YOURSELF. | Ba || |. 
[bal call co ilcd | 
fe ff * 
K Karu 
3] HAS A DIS- 
S|) apitiry. 
~~ fl) 5 
moiak 
eS 0 


WHAT'S 
AUTISM? 





























HIKARU-KUN, 
YOU NEED TO 
RETURN TO THE 

CLASSROOM. 2 




















SS 
SS 


| i EA 
wo WA) 

(( Ss, A 
x —sSS 


ad. cai 
NPV SIR 
i VIS y 


AS 


I'M 
SORRY, I'LL 
TAKE HIM. 


STRINGS. 


HE JUST 
WANTED TO. 
TAKE IT IN HIS 
HANDS AND 
OBSERVE IT. 




















\\ — 


t 













nal " 
IVE: 7 (Zz) 


BN) 


NOE 
TN 1 y 









WE DIDN'T 
MIND THE 
INCIDENT 


THOSE HEART- ————— THEY DON'T 


LESS AND REALIZE THAT 
INSENSITIVE THEY'RE 
—— LOOKING 
DOWN ON 


HERE, 
yt HIKARU- 
AREN'T UN. 






































LO | Dip 

s\ rl HIKARU DO 
® THAT? 
Zp 

& 


I CAN TELL 
'S NOT 


TRYING TO 
CAUSE ANY 
TROUBLE. 





EVERYONE HAS 
THEIR OWN 
PROBLEMS 

IN DIFFERENT 
WAYS, 


pest ESPE- 
SToP KUN TOOK i 
it MOE-CHAN's Wey! CIALLY 
RIBBON 


AGAIN! 
y, 


OH, NO. YOU 

HAVE TO EAT 

MEAT, TOO, 
OR YOU WON'T 


ts 
va 


St 


HIKARU-KUN 
PREFERS 
TO LINE THE 
CRAYONS UP. 


WANTED 
YOUR 


Zz 
SHOULDN'T 
THINK I'M 
THE ONLY 


BUT 
HIKARLI WAS 
OBLIVIOUS TO 
ALL OF THAT. 


MOE-CHAN, AND 
YOURS |S DURING 
A MESS. LUNCH... 

































































































































































HER 
BLOUSE 


DECORA- 


TIONS 


ARE TORN 


OFF. 





AND I 
HEARD THAT 
HIKARU-KUN 


EATS ALL OF 


HER MEAT! 


I'M 
SOR- 
Ry... 






































































































MOE CON- 
STANTLY 





AZUIMA-SAN, 
I'M sick OF /S 
Tus! = 
THE HAIR 
I TIE GETS 
Messy. 

















—_— 





K a MY CHILD 
Y \ 1S TAKING 
CARE OF 
HIKARL-KUIN 
\ EVERY 
I DIDN'T h 
PUT HER y 
HERE TO 
DO YOUR 
WORK! 


BEING CARE- 

FUL, BUT WE 
MISS SOME 
THINGS... 


WHY DON'T 
YOU TREAT 


Me 
rT EVERYONE 
| me EQUALLY? 
ll i eed wh UL os : 
































ee r a 
i oe) JOD [wees |( eae 
ne | Gam C NUISANCE 


% ne SF TO OTHER 
he \\ 


CHILDREN? 
+ THAT'S 


BECAUSE 
MOE-CHAN IT MAY SEEM 
d n--BY HER IS TAKING MOE-CHAN IS 
i rod CARE OF TAKING THE 
HIKARU- 
OD ia ie nae IT, 
WILL. = 








o is 


‘BOOK: THREE GHOSTS 4 \ 


I THINK 
SHE LEARNED 
FROM HER OWN 
MOTHER TAKING 
CARE OF HER 
GRANDMOTHER. 


OR SHE'S 
DOING WHAT 


BUT 
We'LL WAIT 
AND SEE. 





I WONDER 
IF THAT'S 
WHY HIKARU 








THAT DAY 
WAS BLESSED 
WITH A BLUE, 























SIGN: TURTLE BRUSH 





WHAT!? 





CHAN!? 














NAKAJIMA- 
> SAN, AZUMA- " 
THE FIRE | SAN, WE'RE AA 
TRUCK VERY SORRY. 
WILL BE 


THEY WON'T 
FALL UNTIL 





SHE CAN'T 
EVEN STAND 
THE FERRIS 
WHEELI! 
\| AEIGHTS. 


CQ Le, 
D 


=9 Z 4 { 
Ath 








PLEASE HE MIGHT 
APPROACH START TO 


HIM 
SLOWLY! 





¢: WHOOSH 


3 


|e: 





PN 


CS 


Xy 
INS 


YY ANY ( J) ) 
SAG 
WE'RE SCARED, a : Ly NE 
F iS < é: Ae Y 


~ 
AYES 
aN 
BA Ss Sal 
ae 
Up, 


WL 

















SEF 
F <p — 
Gis 
STI) og 
es 7 Ny 























is =o Ay ee 
NEY SSS! \ 
4 A 





ay 

MS 2G 

SAN 
(f( “\ ee 
gay 


a Y 


r = n 
\ Me *) 
NS 


J yy 
fe SN Ww 
\ Kee oun” 





YOU'RE ONLY 
WORKING TO 
EARN SOME 
EXTRA CASH 
ABOUT 
ANYWAY. AUTISM? 


I HAD TO A" E 

APOLOGIZE TO Se; ean WORKE 
is 
My coLLeacues \A <> \ AT A MAJOR 
Just ToGeT fk \ 2 AND THAT — CORPORA- 
\ YOU LIVE TION. 
IN A NICE 
APARTMENT. 


YOU HAVE TO 
LEAVE? YOUDID _ 
THAT RECENTLY 


BECAUSE OF A 
Ne 


FEVER. 
My | \\VX 
















DON'T 
INTERFERE 
IN MY LIFE 





PLEASE 
DON'T BLAME 
AZUMA-SAN. 


I SHOULD'VE 





LIKE HIGH 
PLEASE PLACES. IT'S 
UNDERSTAND Not ONLY 


THAT! = HIKARU-KUN. /} 





Z| 
Z 
Z 
FZ 
LD 


> \ 
a << EVERY 


cS 

















E 
= YOu DON'T =|¢4 
— “wveTo = 
= cme —|9 

HERE. a5 








SHOULD WE 00 
WHEN HE'S OUT 
OF OUR REACH? 






mg 


Bal 


















IS YOUR 
EXISTENCE A 
NUISANCE TO 

THIS CITY? | 





ct 


Preschool Year C1) / FIN —— = 











IS AZUMA, IS 
MOE-CHAN'S 












































out shop- 


Bing. She’ll 
come home 





















































SO THIS IS 


: Za = \ THE HIKARL- 
KUN SHE 
] ff a ALWAYS TALKS 
\ AN ABOUT... 








HA WM \w 


I’M SORRY 
THAT HIKARU 
PUT YOUR 
DAUGHTER IN 
A DANGEROUS 
SITUATION. 


I'M NOT 
IF YOU'RE SATISFIED! 
NOT LEAVING, 
THEN TLL 
LEAVE!! 








I WAS TOLD 
THERE WERE I FOUND . DOES LIVEA 
NO OPENINGS, A NEW HAPPY LIFE. 


BUT I'LL ASK DAY CARE 
CENTER. 


AND THEY 

HAVE EARLY 

MORNING TO 

THEY'RE LATE EVENING 
NEAR MY SESSIONS. 





SHOULD 
EXERCISE, 


YOU CAN 
START 
PLAYING 
GATEBALL 
AGAIN. 


WHY NOT? 
YOU WERE 
LOOKING 
FORWARD 


You 


DON'T HAVE 


TO WORRY 
ABOUT 
ANYTHING. 








I THINK 
READING TO 
MOE HELPED 

you. 


YOUR 
SPEECH IS 
IMPROVING. 





SAID I 
GET IN 
THE WAY. 

















HIKARU WILL 
PROBABLY 







I'M TIRED 
FOR THE 
DAY... 











THIS IS 





be 


soko ese moe eo 6h pakke 











HE NEVER SHE 
CARED ABOLIT SHE DIDN'T WANTS 
RAISING SOUND TOO «TO MEET 
HIKARL, HAPPY. DO UP. 






YOU MIND 







USED TO ACT 
LIKE HE WAS 
MARRIED TO 









ORDER IN 
AT HOME. 
















THEY SAY IT 
LOUD SOT 
CAN HEAR. 











LIKE WHEN 
I GO PICK 
HIROAKI UP. 














Lai 









I CAN'T TAKE IT. 
THE TEACHERS 














WE 

AND EVEN IF 

I Tell tHem 

HOW T FEEL, ee 
b 


THEY DON’T Ve 
LISTEN... 





\ —= 
— (WO Nin 
’ oy: 












2 \o 
~2y 














4 P viroaklts Wf oF course 
ZEA NY DEMAND- T FOUGHT 
COW, He's THROW- ING. BACK. THEN 
~~; ING TANTRUMS WE GOT INTO 
| Because His A BIG ARGU- 


ENVIRONMENT y), 
CHANGED. 


BUT HE HAS 
A DISABILITY. 
I CAN'T 
I THOUGHT 
THEY UNDER- ae 
STOOD AND 
LET US IN!! 














I GOT 
DEPRESSED... 


I WAS TOLD 
SOMETHING 
SIMILAR... 





WHEN WE HAVE 
A DISABLED CHILD, 
Is IT UP TO THE 
FAMILY TO TAKE 
CARE OF EVERY- 








WHY DOES 
EVERYONE 
TREAT US 
LIKE WE'RE 


LIKE THEY 
JUST WANT 
ME TO SUFFER 
ALONE!! 


awa 












WHAT = 
I'VE BEEN —— 
FEELING... -—~ 






IT'S HARD 
TO ASK THEM 
TO HELP 
OR ENDURE 
AND SOMETHING. 






















CIRCUM- 

STANCES 

DON'T LET OAITUAL, - 
ME EXPLAIN CAN ASK MY 
AT TIMES... HUSBAND. 

























PEOPLE STILL 
THINK IT'S USUALLY 
"DEPRESSION" PEOPLE DON'T 
oR IT's OR "GLOOMY KNOW ABOLIT 
BLAMED ON PEOPLE WHO AUTISM AND THE 
OUR LACK ARE SOCIALLY EXPLANATIONS 





OF biscl- INEPT.” RUN LONG. 


PLINE. 

















SINCE 
IT'S NOTA 
DISABILITY 





1. THAT EVEN IF I 
THE CALISES EXPLAIN... 















VISIBLE TO ARE UNKNOWN 
THE NAKED AND THEY 
ww IT'S EYE... 
CAN'T INTERACT 






TOUGH. 





RESPONSE. 



























































































































































































































































































































































SO SOMEONE THEY 











WHO MOVES HAVE A speci 
CLOSER LOOKS HARD TIME ISTS SAID 
LIKE THEY'RE WITH PER- THAT IT'S A 





HOVERING SPECTIVE, COGNITIVE 
00. AND THE 
OVERATHENY 2" DEPENDING ON |! way THey DEFICIENCY. 


PEOPLE, THEIR \ Be THINGS 
LEGS FEEL FAR \8 DIFFERENT. 


AWAY, OR THEY 
CAN'T GRASP 
THe LOWER Pr 


MAYBE THAT'S. NS -, Y 
WHY HIKARU Ss Moe, 
COULDN'T See. et 

GET OUT OF 
DIAPERS FOR A 
LONG TIME. /, 


















IT HEARD 
THEY HAVE 
A HARD TIME 
IMAGINING 
THEIR OWN 
BODIES. 


HIKARU 
AND BUT INDIVIDU- 


HIROAKI- ALS ARE 
KUN ARE DIFFERENT. 
DIFFERENT. 





HIKARU LIKES 
HE HATES 
BUDDHIST PRETTY ROPES 


AND SHINY 
CHANTS AND 
BABIES OBJECTS. 


CRYING. 


aa 


THE WAY 
THEY FEEL IS 
THEIR WORLD DIFFERENT, SO 

Penspectve THEY Play [~~ 
16 DIFFERENT. DIFFERENTLY. 
SO THEIR 
SYSTEM IS: 
DIFFERENT. 
















BUT THEY 
HAVE TO ADIUST 
TO OUR WORLD, 
SO IT MUST BE 
STRESSFUL. 



















MAYBE 

THAT'S WHY 

THEY THEY THROW 

PROBABLY TANTRUMS. 
HAVE THEIR 








BECALISE 
THEIR 
iene THEY LANGUAGE 
CAN'T IS UNDER- 
EXPRESS DEVELOPED... 
THEM- 


SELVES. 
































BUT I WANT 
.AND AT CARE... HIRARE TOUNE, ALTHOUGH 
ies IN THIS CITY 3 

" LIKE ANYONE WE CAN'T 


Tee: ELSE... UNDERSTAND 


IT ENDED 
BUT UP IN AN 
T'LL TRY ARGUMENT... 


TO EXPLAIN 
AUTISM TO \ TO RECON 


TRYING. 









Fry 7 LIKE WHEN 
s SOMEONE 
LAUGHED AT 
HIROAKI FOR 
T SHOULD — WAVING His 
HANDS. 8 J 
THAT HE DOES De \ 
IT TO CALM KN 
I'M GLAD HIMBELE: Ke ay Wes 


IMETUP | oxy 
WITH HER, 





\ hy 
I FEEL LIKE 


r CONSIDERING 


NAKATIMA- 
SHOULDN'T SAN'S FEEL- 


GIVE UP! 


JF YOU'RE = 
NOT LEAV- —— 
ING, THEN I 

WILL! 








a 





LET'S 
GO TO DAY 


I SHOULD 
P FIND A 
iced SOLUTION... 




























WE 








We'LL ELD 
NEVER LET Pesan 
THAT .AND RIGHT 
HAPPEN DISCUSSED AFTER... 


HOW WE CAN 


HAVE A SAFER 


er FIRST, 


AGAIN. 



















THANK YOU we cur 
FOR DOING SO 
MUCH FOR - BRANCHES: 









HIKARU TEACHERS 
WILL BE 
ROTAT- 

ING... 


ps we 
LY P| — evALUATeD AND 
Ke WHERE We = CHECKED 
" Keep ecig- OUR PACIL- 
ITY. 


of SORS AND 
LN fives. 

















++2TO MAKE 
SURE SOME- WE ARE 
ONE IS WITH BEING VERY 
HIKARU-KUN CAREFUL 
WITH LOCKING 
DOORS. 













OF COURSE 
WE'LL TAKE 







++: MEANS CARE OF HIM. 
A SAFE EN- HE'S OUR 
VIRONMENT RESPONSIBILITY, 

FOR THE TOO. 





CENTER. 


DO 
YOU THINK 
SHE REALLY 
INTENDS ON 


oe: 
HAVEN'T 
HEARD 
ANYTHING 
MOE-CHAN 
WASN'T YET. 
FEELING WELL 
60 MAYBE 
SHE'S SICK 

















NAKAJIMA-SAN 
HERE TODAY? 


mr 
i 


SHE SHOULD 
BE HERE BY 


/| My HUSBAND 
AND I WENT 
TO APOLOGIZE 
YESTERDAY, 
BUT... 
1 SHE 
WOULDN'T 
ACCEPT IT. 





Ka 


Uf. 


~ 
lf 


SPX: RUSTLE RUSTLE 
> Gy 


4 


MOMMY, 
You 
CAN GO 


Tay 


q 


I'M GOING 
TO READ 


WITH 
ABOUT HIKARLI- 
TRAINS. KUN, 


I'LL TAKE 
HER TO THE 
HOSPITAL 
AFTER 
WORK. 


I CAN'T 
BE ABSENT 
ANY MORE 

DAYS, SO I'M 
LEAVING HER 
HERE. 


PACKAGE: WHEN YOU HAVE A FEVER / FOR KIDS / 12 CAPLETS / FEVER REDUCERS 


/ A ge TILL TAKE 
{MEDICINE 


AND GO TO 
DAY CARE. 


MOE, 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING? 
GET BACK 
TO BED. 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
SAYING? 


YOU CAN'T 

GO WITHA 

FEVER SO 
HIGH! 



















LA 
iG MOMMY, 
ya orm 

N " 


Q 





HIKARU-KUN 
IS AMAZING. 
HE CAN SAY 
ALL OF THE 
TRAIN 


NAMES. 


vg 


5 


i 
i 


UNDER- 
STANDS, 


THEN YOU 
CAN PLAY WITH 
HIKARU-KUN 


EVERY DAY. 








MOTHER, IF 
THE NURSE 
COMES 

















>. MY LIFE WAS 
~ SO BUSYI 





COULDN'T 
BE CONS/D- 
ERATE OF 























HE'S BEEN 
PUTTING IT 
HERE FROM 
THE START, SO 
IT'S DIFFICULT 
FOR HIM TO 
CHANGE. 


THINK HE'S 
HEARTLESS, 
BUT HIKARU 
NEEDS TO PUT 
HIS SHOES 


ImMso ke 
RELIeveD. BX 











SINCE THE 
LOCKERS ARE 


«CAN YOU 
ASSIGNED... Al put A NAME 


STICKER HERE 
AND ASSIGN 
THIS PLACE 
TO HIKARU? 
EASIER FOR 
HIM TO 
REMEMBER... 


STICKER CAN 
SOLVE THE 
PROBLEM, 
THEN YES. 


HE HATES 
LITTLE CHANG- 
ES THAT EVEN 


ADJUSTED 
THE BUG 


ADJUSTING 
TO CHANGE. 


HE LIKES 
IT WHEN 
THERE'S A 
SET RULE. 





BUT WHEN 
THE SCHEDULE 
CHANGES, THE 
TEACHERS HAVE 

TROUBLE, 


o—\ 





Come lea) 









Hikaru’s 
favorite train 
sticker 








THE SHOE 
SHELF ISSUE 
WAS EASILY 
RESOLVED. 














HE GETS 
CONFUSED 
WHEN SOME- 
THING IS DIF- 


IF THEY 
START 
FIGHTING, 




















WE HAD AN 
EVACUATION 
DRILL TODAY 
AND HE 
PANICKED. 



































THERE IS 
A BATTLE 
EVERY DAY 


HE FIGHTS 
ALOT WITH 
NOBUAKI-KUN. 


NEITHER 
WILL GIVE 





WHAT KIND 
OF EXPRES- 
SION DOES 


ARE THEY 
So SMILING? 
THEY SAY AND ANGRY? 
RENE ES 


WORD THAT 
MAKES OTHERS 
FEEL BETTER. 





«.-BUT NOT 
THE CHILD 
CARRYING 
THE Toy. 


THAN 
MEMORIZING YOU"... 
THE NAMES OF 





“Ke 


HIKARU-KUN 


TOOK HIS 

Toy WITH- 
OUT SAYING 
ANYTHING! 


ACTUALLY, 
HE CAN EVEN 
HEAR "LET'S 
EAT DONUTS,” 

EVEN INA 
SMALL VOICE. 


IZ 
< 


TY 
bg 


i 


weTOLD ME CHOLOGY 
THAT MAYBE SPECIALIST 
/ HE CAN'T AT THE 
DISTINGUISH FACILITY... 
HIMSELF FROM 
OTHERS. 


TLL STILL 
CONTINUE 
TO SAY THE 


BECAUSE 
HE CAN 
HEAR 











THIS 1S AN 
INCIDENT I 
HEARD 
ONE DAY, ABOUT 


THE CHILDREN LATER. 
WERE DRAWING 
A PICTURE OF 
THE SPIKY THEIR MOTH- 
is ERS, 


HAIR IS 





IS THIS A 


GORILLA? A 


REMEMBER 
THEIR FACES © 11S GOING 


TO BEA 
lla PRESENT. 
























































YOU CAN 
GIVE IT TO 
ME WHEN 
YOU'RE 


BECAUSE 
OF REOC- 








WE STILL 
DRAW HAVE PAPER, 
AN EVEN S0 IT'S 
BETTER 
PICTURE! 


IT MIGHT'VE 
BEEN NOBLUAKI- 
KLIN'S ANGRY 
FACE, 


OR IT MIGHT'VE 
BEEN HIKARU 
JUST REPEATING 
WHAT HE SAID... 






+AND GOT 
USED TO HIKARU 
BEING A PART OF 

THEIR LIVES. 


HIKARU-KLIN 
DOESN'T 
LIKE THE 


SOMETIMES 
THEY WOULD 
TELL ME WHAT 
HAPPENED 
THAT DAY. 


+ -EVERYONE 
GOT TO KNOW 
HIKARU 

BETTER... 





CRIED WHILE 
LOOKING AT 
A CACTUS. 








HE CRIED 
WHILE MAYBE HE 


LOOKING WAS SCARED 
OF THE 
SPIKES? 


REALLY? 
Why IS HE 
SCARED? 













































































































































































( \ A | THEN I'LL | 
- Des tate 
y—~ 
SS\ 
H 


OH, THERE 








ees ARE PINK 
BACKPACKS 
OY NOW, 700... > 
® 
WW xe * 
WITHOUT * 
RUSHING. + 
+ 


3e* 3a Ae} aa ett He ae 


Sie ite ate a \"\ 
Preschool Year (2) / FIN 




























GOOD MY SON, 
MORNING. HIKARLL 
AZLMA, IS 
AUTISTIC. 


GOOD 
MORNING. 






















‘SIGN: SHICHIGATSU-CHO 
DAY CARE CENTER 








BECAUSE 







I TALIGHT HIM 
SO MANY TIMES, 
IT TAKES A HE'S LEARNED TO 
WHILE FOR HIM I ooa| GREET PEOPLE IN 
TO LEARN, BUT yy Jeb! | "THE MORNING. 
ONCE HE DOES, LA 





HE'LL DO /T 

















wi 







SIMILARLY... 


SS 








KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK 


KKKKKKKKK 


a 
KKK RK KKK KERR KH 


YUM TAKES 
CARE AND 
TRIES TO 

TEACH HIM... 











VIOLENT 
AGAIN! 





YOU CAN 
STAY HERE 
ALL You 














sg 


SIGN: WELFARE FACILITY 





Mee 


e| 


YOU WERE 
BLESSED 
WITH A REALLY 
NICE PLACE, 
AZUMA-SAN. 


PSYCHOLOGY SPECIALIST 
OSAWA-SENSE/ 








LAST TIME, Y) S HE 
INSIDI - ss 
THE WASHING -_ ne 
MACHINE... a 
..BUT THE 
TEACHERS 
FIND HIM 
EASILY NOW. 








HE PROBABLY 

LIKES NARROW 

PLACES WHERE 

HE CAN FIT 
SNUGLY. 
CAREFUL IF 

YOU'RE 
USING IT. 





OH, AND HE 
HATES PEOPLE 
TOLICHING 
: HIS EARS. HE 
IT'S TOO THROWS A 


¢ 7 DANGEROUS TANTRUM. 
SHOULDN'T CS Bes 


FORCE IT. BUT 
T WONDER 5 2 HIS EARS... 





IT'LL BE 
A PROBLEM 
WHEN HE 
GETS AN 
INFECTION. 


WE ALSO 
HAVE A 
PHYSICAL 
EXAM IN 


HE'S BEE! 
TRAMA- 


T THINK IT’S 
BECAUSE A 
CLASSMATE 


One PULLED HIS 








THINK HE ISee... 7 
CAN ENTER IN HIKARLI'S g 
SCHOOL? — CASE... 


YOU HAVE THE 
OPTION OF GOING 
TO A SCHOOL FOR 
THE DISABLED, A 
SCHOOL WITH SPE- FF 
CIAL EDUCATION, OR [# 


= 


<o) 


STANDPOINT, I 
THINK GOING TO A 
SCHOOL THAT HAS 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 
WOULD BE BEST. 


SHOULD 
RECEIVE 
EDUCATION 
COUNSEL- 





CITY... 


..-WILL HOLD 
PHYSICALS FOR 
THE CHILDREN 
ENTERING 
ELEMENTARY 


THERE'S 
A HEARING 
TEST, TOO. 
AND A SIMPLE 
INTELLIGENCE 

































aN 





ALEK 
WZ). 





(Wa 





THAT'S 


\ (ZZ > 
) fe 
rent |G 


J 


WE'RE FINALLY 

USED TO DAY 
CARE, AND WE 
HAVE TO START 
THINKING ABOUT 
THE NEXT STEP 
ALREADY... 
























BUT HIS HIKARU 


CONVER- 
SATION CAN READ 








scHo 3 WORDS AND 
SKILLS 
WIPCCSELE. AREN'T HE KNOWS 
HE CAN'T SIT STRONG. NUMBERS, 
STILL FOR 40 
MINUTES. ; & 







ANYWAY, 
I'LL GO TO 
EDUCATION 
COUNSEL- 





















KAORU- 
KUN, 
YOU CAN 

PLAY IN THIS 

ROOM. 










5 


ey 
Ny) 4 Wp 
Y A\Y 
a avi ou Fo 










OG 
ii ve 





YOU FOR 
SEEING 


I’M GOING 
TO ASK 
ABOUT HIS 
HISTORY 
NOW, 





ii } HE'S 
}] ASKING 
QUES- 
TIONS SO 
PAST... 


% zt) 


y 











YOU HAD DATE OF 
HIM AFTER |\ BIRTH? 





AND WHICH 









SCHOOLS HOW MANY 
ARE YOU YEARS OF 
MARRIAGE? 


LOOKING 










Berore HE A 

eee SHICHI- HIKARLU'S 
GATSU- 

TOTHE cuo pay, CRYING V4, 

WELFARE CARE. 

FACILITY. 















EH? UM, 

I STILL DON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
KINDS OF 
SCHOOLS ARE 

NEARY. 


AND IT | | , 
SEEMS THAT pa) We Tes 

HE'S OBLIVIOUS 

70 THE FACILITY 


MY SPECIAL- 
IST SUGGESTED 


COME HERE... 


Wi ZZ 
WE 


= 











«FOR 
"COLINGEL- 


j 





So what 
Was your 


name? 





HE DIDN'T ACTUALLY, 
MENTION IT I FORGOT 
EITHER. TO ASK. 





counselor’s 








4 oO . 
L (Ray I SEE, 
THAT WAS 
i UNFORTU- 
/ NATE. 
I KNOW 8 
THERE ARE 
DIFFERENT 3 15 3 
TYPES OF eA x 
COLINSELORS. bb io z 
ils : 


| went to 
counseling, too, 
but my counselor 
was very atten- 
tive and kind. 


Really? 
I'm glad 
for you. 











THEN 
HOW ARE 
YOU GOING TO 
KEEP TRACK 
OF WHICH 
SCHOOLS 
YOU SAW? 
































































































































pid 
3 
i S 
TRUE. HE | net 
WAS VERY al | Pie 
RUDE AND Hout 
SYSTEM- 
ATIC. AND MAYBE ean Ee IE 
YOU'LL BE 
LUCKY AND 
GETA 
DIFFERENT a 
COUNSELOR. Z 
































SACHIKO. 


GETTING 
BUSY AND T 
CAN'T TAKE 
THIS WEEK 


LOOKED LIKE 
/T'0 BEEN 
RENOVATED 
MANY TIMES. 
THE 
HALLWAYS 








WERE LIKE 
AMAZE... 








PAPER: SHICHIGATSU-CHO ELEMENTARY, MAZAKA ELEMENTARY, ET. AL. 





IS THE 
@\) THE CLOSEST LIST? 
SCHOOL AC- 
ONL IL- 
Petes TUALLY HAS 
TOURING 


SPECIAL ED. 


THOUGH I 
THOUGHT I 
WAS MOVED 

TO AN EASIER 
POSITION... 


IT'S OKAY. 
I HAVE VERY 
LITTLE WORK 
THIS TIME OF 
THE YEAR. 


AND TAKE 
A GOOD 


«AND AT THE 
END OF ONE, AWAY 
FROM THE MAIN 
STREET, WAS THE 
SPECIAL EDLICATION 
CLASSROOM. 





oj y 
\ 
} 
He's crying \ ) 
BECAUSE HE /\ 
CAN'T GET ) 
HIS SOCKS 
OFF. \/ 


YY 


/S PLAYING 
SUMO. 


MANY STUDENTS 
AND THEY DON'T 
LOOK LIKE THEIR 
DISABILITY 1S 
SEVERE... 





You 
CAN TELL 
Why, 


RIGHT? 


H BEDONEIF 11'S 

YOU PARENTS IMPOS- 

COME AND SIBLE. 
STAY WITH 
YOUR KIDS. 


YOU CAN'T 
LEAVE 


INTERACTION 
WITH THE 
NORMAL 
STUDENTS? 


IF THERE 
ARE NO OTHER 
QUESTIONS, 
WE ARE DONE. 


HE DECIDE 
/T’S NOT 





STAY HERE 
UNTIL THE 
PEOPLE 
OBSERVING 
LEAVE. 


ll 


C 
HOP VE 


Y 

















++eZ DON'T 

WANT TO 

GO TO THE 
SCHOOL I 
SAW TODAY. 
























































































































































It’s 
LIKE THE 


ENTRANCE WOULDN'T BE 


MY SISTER 
IS LOOKING 
AT SCHOOLS 


PARENTAL 
FEELING IS 
THE SAME. 


I'LL GO To 


FOR ME, 

IT FEELS LIKE 
THIS IS GO- 
ING TO DECIDE 
HIKARU’S LIFE. 


THE SCHOOL 
FOR THE 
DISABLED 

NEXT WEEK. 





OBSERVE THE 

SCHOOL FOR | 
THE DISABLED ‘et 
WITH OYAMADA- 








CURRICULUM 
WAS WELL 
THOUGHT OUT, 
AND A 
SPECIALIST 





TEACHER- 

I'M SURE STUDENT 

HIROAKI RATIO IS 
CAN LEARN GOOD. 


ALOT. 
B isece 


YOU KNOW, 

DURING NAP- 

TIME AT DAY 
CARE... 


+. - HIROAKI 

IS PUT INA 
LOCKED ROOM 

AWAY FROM 
THE OTHERS. 


WAS TEACHING. 


I HEARD THAT 
HIROAKI-KUN 
PANICS EASILY 
NOW, WHICH IS 
UNBELIEVABLE 
BECAUSE HE 
WAS ALWAYS 
SO CHEERFUL. 








I CAN TELL 
FROM WHAT 
OYAMADA- 
SAN SAID. 


A CHILD'S 
DAILY LIFE WILL 
CHANGE DEPEND- 
ING ON WHETHER 
OR NOT THE 
PEOPLE AROUND 
HIM ARE ACCEPT- 
ING OF HIM. 


{ 




















IT’S FAR, 
BUT THERE'S A 


SCHOOL y 
\ 


HIROAKI 
TO ENROLL 





PAPER: INTRODUCTION TO OUR SCHOOL 


HIROAKI 
LIKES IT 
BECAUSE HE 
GETS THE 
TOYS ALL TO 
HIMSELF... 


+ -BUT AS 
A PARENT, 
I CAN'T 
STAND IT. 


I CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
SITUATIONS 
CAN BE SO 
DIFFERENT. 


CAN'T TELL 

Bd LNLESS WE 

KY ENTER THE 
SCHOOL. 


TLL 
DECIDE AFTER 
I CHECK OUT 
THE SCHOOL 

NEAR US. 


SIGN: SHICHIGATSU-CHO 
PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


T KNEW 
FROM THE 
BEGINNING 
IF HIROAKI 
PANICS WHILE THEY WERE 
THE OTHERE PLANNING TO 
ARE SLEEPING, 00 THAT. 
T KNOW IT'LL 
CAUSE 


HIKARU 
CAN'T SLEEP 
\ EITHER, SO... 


HE'S INA 


BUT A 
TEACHER WILL OFEERENT 


ALWAYS STAY 
WITH HIM. BBVING: 


I DON'T NEED HIM 
TO GO TO THE SAME 
SCHOOL AS THE 
OTHER KIDS IN THE 


I JUST DON'T 
WANT TO LEAVE 
HIROAKI WITH 
PEOPLE WHO 
DON'T WANT TO 
UNDERSTAND 
AUTISM. 








THE FEMALE 








WALKING IN. 








ek OOO Ok Ok rk kkk kk kok _ 









THEY ARE 
THE UPPERCLASS- 
MEN OF THE 
“BUDDY SYSTEM,” 
WHICH PROMOTES 
INTERACTION 
BETWEEN THE 
GRADES 










PRINCIPAL WAS 
STANDING AT THE 
GATES GREET- 
ING EVERY CHILD 























































GOOD 
MORNING! 

o \ i FIVE-MIN- 
Cee \ UTE WALK 
iad «CY Z é FROM OUR 

x & PLACE. 
Good G 
penne WE noRANG! @ 
S| i—~ THEY TOLD 
<q ED US THAT WE 
. COULD COME 
> LOOK IN THE 6 
es Bee MORNING. 
* 
G THERE ¢ 
ods WERE é 
hip, 1g ONLY x 
THREE 
DISABLED = w 
STUDENTS. fa o 

THE TEACHER | $ 

ISA YOUNG MAN [| * ae 
WHO JUST * 

TRANSFERRED * aN SURPRISINGLY, 
FROMAUNIVER- | re) THE SPECIAL ED 
SITY-AEFILIATED | CLASS WAS RIGHT 
SCHOOL FORTHE | \ NEXT TO THE 

DISABLED. PRINCIPAL'S 
* OFFICE. 
T-SHIRT: AOKI 





























IN THE 
MORNING, SIXTH 
GRADERS USE 
THEIR BREAK TO 
COME VISIT. 

















SIGN: PRINCIPAL'S OFFICE 


THEY READ 
ONE BOOK 
BEFORE 
THEY PLAY. 


OH, VISIT- 
ORS? TODAY 
WE'LL WATER 
THE OUTSIDE 
DURING THE 

20-MINUTE 

BREAK. 


«ANDI CAN 
TELL THAT 
THE ENTIRE 
SCHOOL WAS 
INVOLVED 
WITH THIS 
CLASS. 


I CAN 
USE THIS 
TIME TO 
ATTEND 
FACULTY 


MEETINGS. 


EVERY DAY. 
AND THEY 
ATTEND PE. 
AND MUSIC WITH 
THE REGULAR 
STUDENTS. 


DURING 
MY VISIT, 
EVEN THE 
CLEANING 

LADY 

POPPED 

HER HEAD 
IN... 








IT HELPS 
THEM 
DEVELOP 


NEXT STEP, 
HE HAS TO 
MATCH THE 
ANGLE TO 
MAKE IT 
CLIP ON. 


MATERIALS 
IS LIKE A 


THE SIXTH- 
GRADE 
TEACHER 
SUGGESTED 
IT TO ME. 


THIS IS ys 
SOMETHING ay 


WAS ABLE 

































OF HIKARU'S 
CLASSMATES CLOSE 
ARE ATTEND- 
. ING HERE. 















































$0 YOU 
REALLY 
LIKED IT? 














HE USED 
TO NOT 








+e BUT 
LATELY HE 
SAYS THEIR 





HIKARU STILL 


PROBABLY 
DOESN'T KNOW 
THAT THEY'RE 
HIS “FRIENDS,” 


















You 

CANGO PLEASE BUT IF HE 

ToTHe GIVE ME CAN ONE 

GYM, YOUR DAY FIND 
MA'AM. = CARD, SOMEONE 
HE WANTS 

TO STAY 
WITH... 





AND THE DAY 
CAME FOR 
THE PHYSICAL 
EXAMINATION 
BEFORE 
ENTERING 
SCHOOL, 





SIGN: SHICHIGATSU-CHO PUBLIC 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 





YES, BUT 
HE'LL BE 
FINE. THE SIXTH 
GRADERS WILL 
BE TAKING 


YOUR CHILD 
WAS BEHAVING 
SO BADLY WE 
COULDN'T EXAM- 
INE HIM. 


I SHOULD'VE 
RESEARCHED 
BEFOREHAND!! 


FROM WHAT 
WE SAW AT YOUR 
EXAMINATION AND 
OUR COLINSELING, 
WE THINK IT IS BEST 
FOR YOUR SON TO 
ATTEND A SCHOOL 


FOR THE 
i DISABLED. 


‘SIGN: EDUCATION CENTER 


PARENTS 
AND 
CHILDREN 
ARE SEPA- 


WHILE, ONE 
OF THE 
TEACHERS 
CAME TO 
CALL ME 
OVER. 


SORRY, 


— HIKARL... 






























i, PLEASE 
BUT RECONSIDER 
THAT'S WHAT S YOUR 

SCHOOL IS DECISION. 
ABOUT. SI 



























HE PANICKED 
THE LAST 
COUNSELING, AT THE 
HE COULDN'T EXAMINATION 
KEEP STILL BECAUSE HE 
HE SHOULD “AT ALL. WAS SEPARATED 





GO TO AN FROM ME, 
APPROPRIATE 


SCHOOL. 






YOU CAN 
PLAY IN THIS 















THEY WERE 
OBSERVING 
HIM THEN. 


—— 
——  omevoecwe 
AFTER THE TWO 


SHORT TIMES 
HE DOES NOT 
LIKE PLACES 


\\ | | WE'VE MET? 
“ Z| HE'S NEVER 
= Bay _|\\ \ \J\ eee 








BEHAVE!! 














aE 
is SS THE eo BUT IF YOU 
i, j DECISION /» GRADUALLY GET 
HAS BEEN | HIM USED TO IT, 
MADE! HE'S FINE. IN 
FACT, AT DAY 
CARE... 





al 
(||| == a EE 














HE HARDLY 
THROWS A 
TANTRUM 
NOW... 









AND, THE 






WHY HIKARU 
OTHER DAY, 
ECREAMING. @ ay) THE TL SAW IT. 
‘ 2 f) DOCTOR WAS 
PULLING ON 






HIKARU'S 










Z 


‘esé & SIGN: EDUCATION CENTER 
e SCOOCOOOOTOOOOOOOHOOEOHOOCOOOOOOHOHOOOOO! 


MN 


HOW CAN 
YOU BLAME 
US WHEN 
YOUR CHILD 
IS THE BAD 

ONE!? 


0 WHAT DID 
HE SAY? 
I'll GO 
TALK TO 


C Z HIM! A 
a 


THI 
DOCTOR IS A 
RESPECTED 






ISH 












WE WEREN'T 
COLINSELOR 
JEALOUS OF JUST ACTED 
THE HEALTHY 
KIDS ANY- 


MORE, 


ag 





IT WAS DURING 
THAT TIME MY 
























— | 4gie 70 con- WAS ACCEPTED 
] | AUER GRATULATE INTO A PRIVATE 
THEM FROM SCHOOL, 
Ol HEARTS, 


MASATO AZUMA 


ENVELOPE: CONGRATULATIONS! 


SIGN: SHICHIGATSU-CHO DAY CARE CENTER 





HUH? A 
QUESTION- 
NAIRE FOR 
THE YEAR- 
















PLEASE 
TURN IT IN 
TO THE COM- 
MITTEE BY 
THE END OF 
THIS WEEK. 










WHEN HE 
GROWS UP? 






Ww son \ 
daughter Lied 3 
asinger. hero. 
9 


Roce 
Dy RocK 





















































HE CAN'T c 
GET TO SLEEP 
UNLESS HE 
ROCKS HIS 4 
HEAD LIKE ea 
THAT. 
BUT A 
< “XY QUESTION 
ASKING WHAT 
\ HE WANTS 
TO BE... 


I CAN'T Fit 
ITIN... 





THE NEW 
YEAR HAS 
STARTED AND 
THEY'RE PRE- 
PARING FOR 
GRADUATION. 


BUT HIKARU 
STILL DOESN'T 
KNOW WHERE 

HE'S GOING 

STARTING IN 

APRIL. 


IF HIKARU 
WASN'T AUTISTIC, 
WE WOULDN'T BE 
TALKING SO MUCH 

LIKE THIS. 


THE 
MOON IS SO 
BEAUTI- 
FUL... 


IN 
"WHAT — HIKARU'S 
COULD HE case, 
BE?" RIGHT, IT'S MORE 
SACHIKO? Like... 
THE OTHER 
KIDS ARE SAY- 
ING TEACHERS, 
ARCHITECTS, 


SOME 
ARE WRITING 
THEIR 
PARENTS’ 


YOU KNOW, 
T'VE BEEN 
THINKING. _/ 


EVERY TIME 
WE FIGHT OR 
OVERCOME AN 
RX OBSTACLE, 
WE FEEL 
CLOSER. 










































I'M GLAD 
WE GOT 
TOGETHER. 


SACHIKO. 











































































































EVERYONE, 
WE'RE 
CELEBRATING 
AT “DELICIOUS 
STORE" TO- 
NIGHT! 















TODAY'S 
SATURDAY, AZUMA-SAN, 
SO YOUR YOU SHOULD 


HUSBAND COME TOO. 
1S HOME, 


YES, 
WE'LL BE 


THE CAR LIKE THE 









‘ FOUR WHEELS 
) | IPEMVER ONE OF A\CAR: 
say ose" 
OM 
TUK ARI 





HIKARLI-KUN'S 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL IS NOT 
DECIDED YET!? 


SCHOOL WITH _ | 
HIKARU-KUN. 


WE'VE BOTH 
BECOME SO 
EMOTIONAL 
NOW, NOTHING 
IS GETTING 


EVEN MY TT's ABOUT 
KID SAID THE EAR- 


YOU WANT 
TO START A 
PETITION? 


BEEN SUR- 
PRISED. 











AT FIRST HE 
WAS MAD THAT 
HIKARU IGNORED 
HIM, BUT HE'S. 
INTERESTED IN 
HIM. 


IT’S 
ALWAYS: 
NOBLAKI 

WHO'S 
TALKING 
FIRST. 


























NOBLAKI 
SAYS 
HE'S 

HAVING 

FUN. 


TO SCHOOL 








































THANK YOU 
FOR MAKING 
THE TIME TO 
SEE ME. 




































IF I ASK AT 
MY FACTORY, 
I CAN GET 
100 EASILY. 





T LIVE IN 
A HOUSING 
COMPLEX, 
SO I CAN 












DAY HE WAS 
HAPPY HIKARU 
PUSHED HIS 
CHEEK AGAINST 






BUT 
I MGHT 
BEFORE ask FOR 


THAT... THE PETI- 
TION. 





TO SEE THE 
SCHOOL 

























FOR THE THAT IT’S BEST 
DISABLED. FOR HIKARU 
IDID TO ATTEND A 
FEEL THAT SCHOOL FOR 





IT WAS THE DISABLED. 










BUT ASA 






BUT THEN 









PARENT, I 
HE'D BE AWAY WANT HIM TO 
FROM THE JOIN THE SPE- 
FRIENDS HE CIAL EDUCATION 






MADE AT DAY CLASS HERE. 








MOST LIKELY 
DIE BEFORE 
HIKARU. 






WHEN THAT 
HAPPENS, I 
WANT 


| «ee TO LIVE HIKARU Ge: \ 
MN Tas ] 
Tou KJ | 


M SESE SESE: 










MY HUus- 
BAND, AS 















I WANT 
HIM TO LIVE 
WITH THOSE 
< WITHOUT DIS- 
I FEEL THAT ABILITIES. 
HIS BEING 


HERE... 









weelN THIS 












+. AND TAUGHT SCHOOL WITH 
BY PASSION- THE "BLIDDY 
ATE TEACHERS, SYSTEM" AND 
WOULD BE CONNECTIONS 







WITH HEALTHY 
CHILDREN... 






VERY VALU- 
ABLE. 





IF HIKARU 
CAN'T GET 
MEALS, T'LL 


SO PLEASE, 
PLEASE ALLOW 
HIKARU TO 
COME HERE. 


PLEAS! J 
CONTINUE To || ~ 

L YOI 
INSELOR 
IT YOI 
LD Li 


TEL! 
cour 

THA 
woul 


E 
UR 
U 
IKE 
HIKARU-KUN TO 


ATTEND OUR 
SCHOOL. 


OFFICIALLY, 
OF COURSE. 





I WONDER IF I 
HAD EVER TRIED 
TO PERSUADE 


SOMEONE SO 
MUCH? 








: 





















































HUH? YOU'RE 
PREGNANT!? 
















TO GUESS 
WHAT YOU'RE 
THINKING? 










EVEN IF 
OUR SECOND 
CHILD HAS A 

DISABILITY, YOU 
WANT TO RAISE 
HIM OR HER 
WITH LOVE. 


S y 


WENT TO 
THE DOCTOR 



























+-BUT 

WE'LL THINK 
OF SOME- 

THING. 





I'M WORRIED YEAH... 
HIKARU WON'T 
LIKE THE BABY 































AND IF AN THE BABY 
EMERGENCY yes. I ACTUALLY 
COMES UP, I'D can't RIDE HELPED 
LIKE HIKARU IN) VEHICLES HIKARLI, 
TO BE AT NOW. 
THE CLOSER 
















you 
SHOULD'VE REALLY. 

TOLD ME CONGRATU- 
EARLIER. LATIONS. 


























THAT HIKARLI WAS 
GETTING QUIETER 
DURING COLIN- 
SELING, TOO, 








IN THE END, 
OSAWA-SEN- 
SEI'S PREDIC- 



























































CIDE BEFORE 
GRADUATION. 


Ie fs 











i / 
NOW WE CAN 
ieee ATTEND THE 
TLL BX GRADUATION 
PLAIN THE 
CEREMONY 
CEREMONY, 
so Please | pepetieo 
GATHER. 








+e THE 
CHILD WILL 
STATE HIS OR 
HER FUTURE 
DREAMS, SO 
PLEASE 
LISTEN. 


WHEN 
THEY COME 
FORWARD TO 
ACCEPT IT 
FROM OUR 
PRINCIPAL... 


EACH 
CHILD WILL 
RECEIVE 
THEIR CER- 
TIFICATE... 


























PLEASE COME 
FORWARD WITH 
HIKARU-KUN AND 

SAY WHAT HE 

WANTS TO BE. 


QUESTION- 

NalRE DIDN'T! GONG 
HAVE AN ‘ 
ANSWER. 





T WILL 
BECOME A 
BRIDE WHEN 
I GROW UP! 


I wonder cates. 
what dreams 

everyone 

will have? 


INS 
é SSK WAs cccveseee 





Nobuaki 
Kanazawa. 





..- BECOME 
A CHEERFUL, 


5S 
= 
&9 
YH 
Zz 
wR 
SH 
=x 
s= 








The 
children 


Please are now 
send exiting. 
them off 
witha 
round of 
warm ap- 
plause. 













™ THANE vou! 
of, 7 70 THE 
PRINCIPAL... 

















ea) 


oe 








i ee eS 


$ 2 4 tA | 
he meee o§ - HY aF 


ie ” auld . eet 
Oe ae a aa ye et? 


Preschool Year S) / FIN 


























We went through many 
things from the day you were 


born until today. 


You worked 
hard, Hikaru. 


'm proud of you. 


r 


Hikaru, you're going to be a 
big brother soon 














Early 
Elementary 





SIGN: SHICHIGATSLU-CHO DAY CARE CENTER 






MY SON, 
HIKARU 
AZUMA, /S 
AUTISTIC. 






























WE JUST 
FINISHED HIS: 





Ais Y 
w eatittilns See 
THAT YOU'RE beatles I | 
WILLING TO. i y) 
WATCH HIM \ s 
UNTIL YOUR ait 
PROGRAM 
ENDS ON 
MARCH ee 
we We— Ne 


eS 
On = Y oe7nex AAS re 


I'LL BECOME 
A CHEERFUL, 
WORKING ADULT 
WHEN I GROW 
UP. 


$0) 


\ 





I’M VERY 
GRATEFUL 
/ THAT YOU'LL 
KEEP AN EYE 
ON HIKARU 
EVEN THOUGH 
HE ALREADY 
& GRADUATED. 





SURE... 
BUT WHAT 
ARE YOU 
GOING TO DO 
WHEN IT'S 
APRIL? 











WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
_ UNTIL SCHOOL 
STARTS? 













P &/ Lucky, MAKE TIME 
“4  IWORK TO WATCH 
FROM HOME, HIM AT HOME. 








STARTING IN 
APRIL, WE'RE 
PUTTING OUR 

KIDS IN AN 

AFTER-SCHOOL 

































SEI RE PR IY 











* 
x he 
x 7 WE.CANT LED WHERE THEY TAKE 
* _ since OUR KIDS sTaY | ¥/ cape oF YOUNGER 
* AND EVEN We Work  4T HOME ALONE ELEMENTARY KIDS 
% WHEN SCHOOL | cin time, UNTIL SCHOOL AFTER SCHOOL. 
 _DOES START, : STARTS ON IT'S MADE FOR 
x POR THE FIRST ee 6... FAMILIES IN WHICH 
% MONTH OR SO, BOTH PARENTS 
THEY DON'T 
om LUNCH. 
* 
vg AND THEY 

* COME HOME 
* AROUND 

1:00 AM, 

RIGHT? 
* 
; ee 


te AH EY SIGN: SHICHIGATSU-CHO COMMUNITY CENTER 262 




















SICKNESS 
RIGHT 


\ i 
BUT I Va as 
THINK THE —~y 
APPLICATION \ — 60 YOU CAN 
} 
| 


PERIOD IS_ 
OVER. \~ THE GREAT AND HAVE 
+ ) eX. THING ABOUT your kips 


EVEN WITH 
YOUR SECOND 





MAKE LUNCH 


THIS PRO- 

4 GRAM IS THAT MPROGRAM. 
IT'S AVAIL- 

ABLE DURING 

SUMMER 


YOU STILL 
WORKING, 


CHILD ON 
THE WAY? 















APPLICATION 
PERIOD IS 
AND OVER FOR 
THERE APTER- 
ARENO — SCHOOL 
OPENINGS PROGRAMS. 
RIGHT 








THE DAY BEFORE 
GRADUATION, WE 
FOUND OUT THAT 
HIKARU WOULD BE 
ABLE TO ATTEND 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL. 





SO I WASN'T 

EVEN THINKING 

ABOUT AFTER 
SCHOOL. 






FOR LETTING 
ME KNOW. 
TLL ASK AT 
THE CITY HALL 

ABOUT IT. 















THEN WHAT 
ARE MOTHERS WITH 





AND ALTHOUGH 
WE ARE PLAN- 












DISABLED CHILDREN NING TO ACCEPT 
SUPPOSED TO CHILDREN WITH 
E Psd DISABILITIES IN 


THE FUTURE... 


++-CURRENTLY 
WE ARE NOT 
ACCEPTING 
ANY IN OUR 
DISTRICT. 





TAKING THOSE 
REQUESTS 
NOW AND WILL 
START TEST 
PROGRAMS 
NEXT YEAR. 

















=_ TEST PROGRAMS THAT WILL BE 
“en . dente goer HELD IN 1,000 FACILITIES WILL TAKE 
Ae NG Tee OVER FOLIR DISABLED CHILDREN 
IT WILL EACH, AND THE COLINTRY AND THE 
Bice es See REGIONAL PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 
IDE RICUCT FOR WILL DONATE ¥710,000... 
SEVERE 
DISABILITIES. / CFROM SANKE/ NEWSPAPER, 
Pa FEBRUARY 4, 2001 ISSUE) 
























AND OUR 
FINANCIAL I'M VERY 
SITUATION F/ SORRY, BUT 
WON'T THAT IS 
UNPREC- 
EDENTED. 





ALWAYS 
LIKE THIS. 









THIS HAPPENED 
WHEN I WAS 
LOOKING FOR A 
KINDERGARTEN, 

TOO. 











DOES THIS 
WORLD EX/ST 
ONLY FOR THE 

HEALTHY? 












IF SOMETHING 
HAPPENS TO 
MASATO, HOW AM 
I GOING TO RAISE 








THIS LATE. 


heed to. x 


Setto work 








































CAN YOU BE 
ALITTLE BIT 


FINISHED. 















I'M SORRY, 
T WILL 
NEXT TIME. 







I CAN'T STAND ~~ 
THE SMELL OF —_ 
PORK BONE- 
BASED SOUP! 

















Ney 


| 
|i 












SECOND I 
CHILD? Y Xe 
i VA 
CAN YOU A 
HANDLE THE NA 
NEXT JOB I 






GIVE YOU? 









ARE YOU ILL 
OR SOME- 






\ THIS IS 









a ae THING, = ->—— 
NOT GIVING OUT NANCY AZUMA- 
CHARITY HERE. NAUSEA. SAN? 
T CAN'T LEAVE ; 
IF YOU 
MY CLIENTS 
MISS. EVEN HANGING. 
ONE DEADLINE, 
I CAN'T GIVE 
YOU ANY MORE 


WORK! 





PREG- 

NANCY. 
ENTERING. >| ; 
ELEMEN= 


~ SITUATION 
1S LINRE- 
LATED AND 
CANNOT BE 
USED AS AN 
EXCUSE, 


I WAS JUST 


WORST” GETTING used |- 60 I's 


CASE E TO THE NEW GOING BE 
HARDER FOR 


SCENARIO, I 
MIGHT BE OUT g RECOUNTING: SpLLTO WORE 
OF WORK NOW THAN IT 
ei WAS BEFORE. 


BUT TO ‘ ~ 4) \ aoe 
QUIT NOW \ . my — MPORTANT 
SEEMS SUCH ? ie THING 
A WASTE. + EAALY 
. ) ZN Ano THESE is... 
KIDS. 





‘acuiito-sama, Ringo no Tane-sama, KING STON-Sama, Yoko-sama, MeLoDy-sama, TocHitaro-sama, TePPY's FatHer and MotHer, KUNi-San, OAYa-sama, MSei-samna, 
RaM-sama, Gonzavez-Abe-sama, and everyone eise on tHe mailing List. AnD R-KUN'S Mother, MS. N from Y Evementar, MS. MKUBO, MS. H-ba, MS. S-No... tHank 


You very muck! 


WANT YOU 
TO BE 
CAREFUL 
WITH YOUR 
HEALTH. 


BUYING 
SCHOOL 
SUPPLIES 
FOR 
. HIKARU? 


HAVEN'T EVEN 
BOUGHT HIM 
APENCILI! 






COURSE 
MATERIALS. 


IT'S MY 
HOBBY. 


ALL THE es 





THEN I'LL 

TAKE CARE 

OF HIKARU 
ON THE 
WEEK- 
ENDS. 


HELP WITH 

CHORES, 
Hone CONTINUE 

WORKING 


UNTIL 


ACTUALLY, I 
WAS TOLD BY 
MY DOCTOR I 

NEED MORE 

REST. 


AREN'T YOU 
FORGETTING 
SOMETHING 
IMPORTANT? 





AND WHEN 
THE YOUNGER 
ONE BECOMES A 
YEAR OLD, WE 
CAN PUT HIM 
OR HER IN 


SIGN: SHICHIGATSLU-CHO PUBLIC EL- 
EMENTARY / PAPER: GUIDE TO ENTERING 


\ ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 





NEED TO BUY 
ee 


a WON'T a 








ass 


SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER 
AOKI-SENSE/ 








ey (( 























I JUST 
NEED YOU TO 















PREPARE GYM 
CAN I TAKE CLOTHES AND 
YOUR PICTURE INSIDE SHOES 


WITH THIS? AS INDICATED 


I WANT TO 
MAKE AN 
IMAGE CARD 
FOR "AOKl- 



















yo N§ 


THAT WAY, +--BUT HE INTERESTED 


CLASS DOESN'T LOOK IN VARIOUS 
| SHOULD GO AT PEOPLE IN THINGS... 
SMOOTHLY THE FACE, SO T 
WHEN IT WANT TO TEACH 
STARTS. HIM BEFORE- at 
\ : he 
= e 



























SeSeetessseeoesesee* 
. is 
SMIL e 

4 Qoe 9 ‘Ne 
e e 
e => THANK @ 
; Sani yy You. $ 
eG })\ ° 
Ha 

SS YWEZ e THAT AUTISTIC 
= s SG Z : - PEOPLE HAVE A 
5 e DIFFICULT TIME 
¥ e $ GETTING USED 
° _ | Tsust came TO NEW ENVI- 
e oh [HERE LAST YEAR, \ gt | RONMENTS... 
° ] /) 2 | ANDIDONT (> 
° | THINK TLL BE .-AND THEY 
$ f __$| TRANSFERRED HAVE A HARD TIME 
° I) )zy | ANYTIME SOON, REMEMBERING 
. $3] $0.Go Aneap. ee a FACES, 
: = 8 j : 
eeoeeeoesceeeseeee ecoe 


‘SIGN: SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASS SIGN: PRINCIPAL'S OFFICE 
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BEFORE HE CAME ey : 

TO SHICHIGATSU- i. a ip a CZ 

CHO ELEMENTARY, fy TOMORROW, SO 

HE WORKED AT A I'M GLAD I GOT ZA 

SCHOOL FOR THE j TO SEE HIM AEE 

DISABLED. 
G 
é , THIS 

HE SAID THAT eo Cee ke Sie 
HIS METHODS WERE TEACHER, |~ 

TOO DIFFERENT é AOKI- , if 
ran eae sensel? /) ) 

THAT'S WHY HE g 


LEFT AND CAME 








DEPENDING ~ 
AND ON THE 
BECAUSE INDIVIDUAL. 
THE CAUSE IS 
STILL UNKNOWN, 
THE WAYS TO 
HANDLE IT 
DIFFER 
GREATLY, 
AS WELL. 





[RIGHT TO LEFT] SUPPORTING YOUR AUTISTIC 
CHILD, HAPPY TEPPEL, LIVING WITH AUTISM, 


DADA MOTHER DAYS, FREE GRANDFATHER 





I DON'T 

























Z 3 UNDERSTAND 

LIKE THAT (( WS THE MEDICAL BUT NO 
AT THE PART OF IT, 

FACILITY 7 re MENGE, 
AND THE SOI JUST THE METHOD, 
OAT CARE TRUST... IF IT DOESN'T 
DAY CA FIT HIKARU, 

THEN THERE'S 


NO POINT. 





+e THE 

TEACHERS WHO 
TAKE A GOOD 

LOOK AT HIKARU 


AND TELL ME THAT : — 
EVERYTHING S Sea 
WILL BE OKA, fo 


Ne 
Qi 











EVERY 
e cup WAS i\ 
C07 HesitvTo 7) | 

















: 2 GROW AND IM- 
: f 
(ff 
iL / 
\ \ / 
+MEANS Ze 
i's —| 
SAFE FOR BITLONGER, — 
_ EVERYONE 7 LET'SNOT 
ELSE. GIVE UP YET. 
LAN. 
ed Ngo, 
a 
I MET SO 
MANY GOOD 
TEACHERS 
AND 
SPECIALISTS. ‘| 


4 








STILL HAVE (on EW) ( SON ter ece 
THEM IN THE apne 
é ON SLINDAY. 





IT’S HARD 
TO BREAK A 
HABIT HE'S 
USED TO... 













) SS 
fg |))\ MY OTHER 
a, = | GRANDCHILD, 


) AS 





AS 
WSO =a 


Q 















I HOPE HE 
GETS USED TO 
SCHOOL SOON, 


ame) 
\ 





MY MOTHER- 
IN-LAW SAID | 
HARSH THINGS | 
BEFORE... 










IT WAS 
FRUSTRATING... 


SHOULD PLT 
IT ALL BEHIND 




















<A 











NN \ 
TAG: SHICHIGATSU-CHO ELEMENTARY 
SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASS 

HIKARU AZUMA 




























































SINCE HE GOT 
INTO THE HABIT |; 
se TRY TO OF LEAVING |), 
FOLLOW THE HOUSE... = 
A SIMILAR BY Lormiil| 
SCHEDULE OF GOING TO AVY 
MEALS AND THE FACILITY aa 
TAKING A WALK, FOR DAY 

















RIGHT UNDERSTAND 

SHOE GETTER BY 

GOES "SEEING" 
RATHER THAN 


“LISTENING.” 













THAT'S 









Wi 7 ++I SHOW 
mueRunasa \(}~ WHILE TOMA ENOW 
DIFFICULT TIME Ss RAISING WHAT WE'RE 
DISTINGLUISH- HIM. ABOLIT TO 
ING BETWEEN 00. 


WIS LEFT AND 
RIGHT SHOES, 






























No! THIS 
\Sn’T IT! 







INSTEAD OF 
SAYING, “NO,” 
I POINT OUT 
WIS RIGHT FOOT 
SAYING, “RIGHT 
ONE HERE." 




















IUSED TO 
SAY “NO” 
AND HE EVERY TIME 
USED TO HE MADE A 
PANIC EVERY =: MISTAKE. 











I CHANGED 


















MY NEGATIVE 

APPROACH TO 
WANT A NAG- A POSITIVE : 
GING MOTHER, IT'S BETTER. ONE. G 
rR. - = 








PSYCHOLOGY 
SPECIALIST OSAWA- 
SENSE! TAUGHT ME 

THIS METHOD, AND 
/T HELPS ME TO BE 
LESS HYSTERICAL, 









































HIKARU IS IN 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL. 





LET'S GOTO / 
HOOL. 














WHEN HE 
WAS A BABY, 
HIKARU BENT 
AWAY FROM ME 
WHEN I HELD 































































































\ THIS IS 
Z KATAKURA- 
| SAN WHO T 
MET IN MY 
MOMMY-BABY 
CLASS... 
SHE SAID MANY awue, \ 
TERRIBLE B AZUMA-SAN. 
THINGS TO ME TAKING A 
IN THE PAST. 






WALK? \ \ 
Z \ 
\Y 






WE WERE \( 
ABLE TO JOIN |\\ 
THE SPECIAL 


2 00N'r 
THINK HE 
CAN GO TO 

KINDER- 

GARTEN, 
















AND HE'S 


EDUCATION 
ed 
_ o A 
THOUGHT tz - [He's STL gS 
—} SHOULD GET [== IN DIAPERS, ‘4 \ 


HIM USED 
x TO IT. 














MY KANATA 


"EA YUNG. AND ERI-CHAN 


6 4 mee ie 


* . SHICHIGATSU 
* ELEMENTARY. 
SHE DRESSES 

7. PRETTY 


i FLASHY, BUT 

















sk SHE'S VERY SS, Y — i ; 
sk FRIENDLY. \ ‘ 
y i 
Kee Me Mae Ma Mo Ma Ma Me Sede My ” ee Meo Be 2 Sho She Mu Mo Me Meo Mere 
— 2 
YEAH... 5 — 
I'S STILL i 
DIFFICULT l STILL _ 
He Tenps FOR HIM. CAN'T HOPE YOU 
CAN PLAY 
WITH THEM, 
HIKARU- 
oe 





WE COM- 
MUNICATE 
«.-AND WITH THROUGH 
PICTURES GES- 
AND LET- TURES... 
TERS... 















\ 
ae , 
SHE'S HAD 


\Y 
SHE'S ALSO OBSTACLES, 


L) 
| 
| 

pe 





YX WORKING BUT SHE'S 
K WHILE DOING 
RAISING WELL. 
HIKARU-KUN. 











IUSED TO 
\ 00 some- 
: THING 

SIMILAR, 











SHE DOES 










BOOKKEEP- | 
you ING FROM HER | 
I WANTED TOGO ~ KNOW, SHE HOME COM- 
BACK TO WORK USED TO WORK PUTER. 
BUT MY HUSBAND IN ACCOUNTING 
WOULDN'T LET ME, AT THE SAME 
AND I COULDN'T PLIT COMPANY AS HER 
MY DAUGHTER IN HUSBAND UNTIL y 
DAY CARE BECAUSE SHE GAVE BIRTH 





IT WAS FULLIT TO HIKARU-KUN. 

















SHE'S 








NOT EVEN 
AGITATED 








ry HOW COME 
fy) AZLUMA-SAN 
A) CAN OVERCOME 
4 OBSTACLES SO 
EASILY? 
val 




















THE EN- 
TRANCE 
INSIDE NOTICE. 


I’M GOING 
TO SNEAK 


THE DAY CARE 
HAD PERFOR- 
MANCES 


LIKE THAT eee 


THIS TIME. 





NEW STUDENTS 

SHOULD PUT ON PARENTS, 
THEIR NAME TAGS PLEASE 

AND GO TOTHE GOTO THE 

CLASSROOMS. GYM. 





PAPER: SHICHIGATSU-CHO PUBLIC ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL, SPECIAL EDUCATION, HIKARU AZUMA 


I’M THE 
TEACHER OF 
THE BUDDY 


SYSTEM CLASS, 


FIRST GRADE, 
CLASS 3, 
WAKABAYASHI. 








NOBLUAKI-KUN 
IS IN CLASS 
ONE. 


LZ. 
Hie I \ 
a -( // Ll ZI 
‘ is WI 
TEACHER FOR / On, IT'S (‘ 4» 
THE SPECIAL 
EDUCATION || | TEACHER. ) 
cass, ox. |} CC) ret see vou Ave 
\ THERE. // / 


; 
a 








MEET YOU, 


TOO. J 





Le 
—— 






THEN 
T'LL TAKE 


PLEASE 
4] GOO THE 


oS PARENTS! 
ING INTO AN 


\ SEATING.. 
OPEN SPACE 


WITH LOTS OF | = ae | Be vou 


WATCHING 
HIM OUR- 


























HATES GO- 



























The first 
graders are com- 
ing in. Please 

















welcome them mn df = = 
with a round of a aaa 
applause. he me 
\ G, " /| teen 10 
PREPARE 
THE CAM- 
CORDER. 
SO LONG- | 


an 





DEPENDS 
BUT ON THE 
AUTISTIC KIOS CHILD... 
HAVE A HARD 
TIME PICKING OUT 


THINGS FROM | 


A SWARM OF — \ 


NOISES. 





; . 

pe om Ao 8 
cer \ i fyd tmee, 
/ SACHIKO, Y TWINKLE, 
wh THERE'S LITTLE 
e OVER WITH HIKARU. 

THE CLASS 

3 AND AOKI- 


SENSEI. ae 


Z {i 


t 

















HE GOT 
SAFELY TO 
HIS SEAT, 

BUT IM 


aw: ' 





HE WAS JUST 

BARELY ABLE 

70 TOLERATE 
+BUTE COULD 17 THANKS TO 
Jeu TWAT He «4S PAVORITE 
was ABOUT TO —- SONG... 





THE 
CONGRATU- 
LATORY 
SPEECH IS 





\ AOKI-SENSEI IS 
AV DISTRACTING 


BUT EVEN \ . HIMWITH 4 
THAT HAS e \ \ WAND GAMES. 
A LIMIT. y 
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7 WHY DOES 
LET'S SIT 
IN THE 


Next, 
we'll 
intro- 
duce 
the 
faculty. 





grade, 
Class 3, 
Noriko 


SPECIAL KE wakaba- | 
EDLICATION yashi. 
class? : And 


Special 
Education 
Class, 















Let's sit, \ 
HIKARLI- 











{| HE COLLON'T 
A BABY 
> LERATEIT CRYING, 






































S € TO PANIC. 
YS / 
p AN 
4 gs : \\ ONCE HE HE'S 
eax! | “i } aad STARTS —_AUITITIC. 
( li ) CRYING, HE T'VE KNOWN 
\\\ | AF \ ; DOESN'T HIM SINCE 
} IN dy “ y STOP. HE WAS A 
A WW. > Baby, 
“4, La | 
\ J 
ae \/ fe 
















— 
























HE CAN'T 
TALK AND EVEN AT 
HE WAS IN THE PARK, HE 
Diy DIAPERS a el 
y . FOR A 
HN Oy LONG CVE 
Vi HE WAS 
ane CONSTANTLY 
ra As ON THE 
KATAKURA-SAN, ‘== /y BUN, 
YOU DON'T HAVE y = f= = \ 
TO TELL PEOPLE 2 9 } \ 
THAT MUCH... /o9% \s WAL)" j 
ia “ (KS (p= 
/ j \ \ fe 
> = 


u ~aK— 
Atty 
Fig | \ Ee 
BUT IT'S A BUT IT'S + HE'D 4 
DISABILITY. TRUE. ALSOBE ae he 
HE CAN'T b DROPPING Ry 








STONES INTO THEN... a N 
= THE GUTTER 6 LY, 
# ALL THE = 

s 


TIME. ——— 
/ [ THE BABY'S 
‘ ALREADY 


STOPPED DON'T 


YOU THINK 
CRYING, BUT 
HE HASN'T. HE RUINED 


THE CERE- 











A 
oH 
4 
$e 
hel 
22 


r4 
4 
%, 
) 
b 
$) 
$3 
53 
£f 


SIT STILL 
AND JUST 
WATCH. 


Sa 
SHEEEEEEE 


SSSSRRSD 


te 
ee 
seo 
SELERELEET: 
SSS 





"4 
$ 

he 

we 
ca 
ro) 
# 


im 
a 
eI 
SSS 
LESRREREL ES 
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HOW 
PURIFICATION Noisy! 
CEREMONY 












STOP IT, 
SACHIKO. WE'LL 
EXPLAIN AT 
THE PARENTS’ 
MEETING OR 
SOMETHING. 


HIKARU-KUN 
JUST HATES 
THE SOUND 






HE WAS OF BABIES y 
NERVOUS CRYING. - 
AND COULDN'T 















STAND IT 
ANYMORE. 


HAVED CHILD 
YOURS!? 


: I’M JUST 

TELLING 

YOU THAT 

THIS IS A 

SO DISABILITY. 
THERE'S 
NO NEED 

FOR FOOLISH 

SUPERSTI- 

TIONS! 














WELL, YOU 
COULD SAY 
THAT. 
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I 00 FEEL 
BAD FOR THE 
TEACHERS ) 
AND OTHER 





concludes 
the cere- 


Parents We will be 
should go passing out 
to their textbooks 

corre- and other 


a information. 
sponding 
class- 


Sich 
I HOPE THEY | 
DON'T ASK US 
NOT TO COME 7 
STARTING 
TOMORROW. 


THEN HE 
WON'T GET 
TO WEAR HIS 
BACKPACK 





BUT TAKING CARE OF 
AKID THAT CAUSES 
SO MUCH TROUBLE 
MUST BE HARD FOR 
THE TEACHER. 





















\ 
I WANT | 
HIKARU IN THE END, 
70... HIKARU WAS 
\ CRYING BEHIND 
| THE CURTAINS 
UNTIL THE 
CEREMONY 
LIVE IN THIS 
CITY AND 
INTERACT 
WITH THOSE 
WHO AREN'T 
DISABLED, 


BUT 1S MY 

WISH JUST 

HURTING 
HIKARU 
MORE? 









Oh, 








AOKI- 
SENSEI, 
WE'VE I'M 
ALREADY SORRY. 
STARTED 
CAUSING YOU 


~\ TROUBLE 
X FROM DAY | ie s 

ONE. Sy 4 
ee Za 


Wapy) 

















Gs 






OH, AZUMA- 
SAN. LET'S 
GO TO 
CLASSROOM 
1-3 TOGETH- 
ER. 





Oe 












++. IMPOSSI- 
BLE AFTER 








HE COMING 


INTO THIS 
T’M THINKING 


LONG TERM. IF 
HE CAN CALM 
DOWN BY SUM- 
MER, THAT WILL 
| BE AN IMPROVE- 
















CHATTER 





‘SPX: CHA; 














EVEN IF HE I DON'T 
DOES, IT'LL THINK HIKARLI 
pars WILL HAVE A 
SEAT IN THIS 

ee EAT IN THY 














WHAT'S IN YOUR 
INSTRUCTION 
PACKET. 





DOESN'T GET 
PROCESSED 
CLEARLY TO 


i ~ 


Z 






TOUCHED OR _ 
HUGGED. 


ia 
2G! 
i coe Z 
Gis ae. 
Nis 


















«+ BECAUSE 














ear es THE CRYING OF 
f THE BABY WAS 
YOU'RE TALK- 


ING TO HIM. TOO PAINFUL 





















THAT IS ALL 





















BECAUSE THE 
THEY LIVE | FUNCTIONS THAT 
PLEASE IN A WORLD \\ \ MANAGE THE 


WATCH OF CHAOTIC 
OVER HIM SENSES. 
WARMLY, 


SENSES ARE NOT 
WORKING 
PROPERLY. 


SO WHEN \ 
YOU TALK TO 


DESPITE HIS 
DISABILITY, 
HIM, PLEASE IF THE ae 
DO SO CLEARLY TIMING Is MAREN 
AND SLOWLY, RIGHT, HE CAN “WorDs. 
USING SHORT UNDERSTAND 


SENTENCES. SHORT WORDS, 
TOO. 


y— 

























: WEF : 
“s Fi ’ ‘ 
IF HE Nu » —_—~ 
PANICS Mrs 
LIKE HE DID - Sy NY WHEN HE 
TODAY... S/H -) UNDER- 
7 TN STAND, USE 
Aa—~ HIRAGANA, 
~~ VaR PICTURES, 
TRYING: TO: OR GEST- 
STOP HIM BY «PLEASE 4 sealer as URES... 
FORCE WILL WAIT UNTIL " 
ONLY MAKE HE FINISHES. = vowtHa 
IT WORSE. \ FOREIGNER. ) = # 
, —, \ a 
4 WHEN HE'S. 2 i 
HE Is DONE, PLEASE 
REASSURED LET HIM KNOW & 
WHEN HE — WHAT IS ABOUT 5% 
HAS AN TO HAPPEN * 
OUTLOOK. NEXT. 


Ed 


TT 


























HIKARU-KUN 


I WOULD LIKE 
22sBUT WILL USUALLY 


TO ASK YOU TO 
DURING MUSIC 
UNDERSTAND AND PE., HE Pepe. 
THE CHARAC- WILL COME EDUCATION 
TERISTICS OF HERE TO CLASS... 


AUTISM. JOIN You. 





sg 











») 
yi ada HIKARU AZU- 
& FATHER. K 
MA'S MOTHER. 
BND Bs 100y AND I WOULD 
ASK THIS 
LIKE TO ASK 
THIS OF YOU, 


AS ae. 












THank == MERREP | 
YOU VERY UNDER 
MUCH, STAND, 
AOKI- TOO. 
SENSEI. 











vu Ler’ 
EXPLAIN TO OUR 


WHAT WILL cLags- 


HAPPEN 
STARTING 


PAPER: WALKING T0 SCHOOL ASA GROUP (RIGHT COLUMN] PINE ROLITE: RIERD ABE, YEIRARD 110A, NATSUR 
‘KEY, M/YU URASHMA, YAN-COON WONG, KANEKO [LEFT COLUMN] ORANGE ROLTE:: HIKARU AZUMA, TAU 


TKEZAL, YULYA ISHINABE, ARINOBL IRIYE, TAIGA EGUCHI, KAZUKI OTAKE, YUKT KAGEYEMA 























IT HAS 
NOTHING 
70 00 


DAUGHTER 
OR ME!! 


Ay 1 

vy 
¥ 

ov 


Af 


Mf | | WY 








HE SAID 
EVERYTHING 
THAT I 


I'M FULL 
OF APPRE- 
CIATION, 











HE 
MUST'VE 






HIKARU IS 
SLEEPING LIKE J 
HE'S FALLEN 
DEAD ON THE 
STREETS. 










f . GOING TO 
HUH? WE'RE PART ; 4 Ny SCHOOL WITH 
OF THE : THE GROUP 










ORANGE WHAT TOMORROW, 
TIME AND RIGHT? 


WHERE? 

























"ha i I THINK 
ves, I G ‘ Se GALL KATARURA OH, NO, I 
THINK I (cp LOST THE 
LOST IT... NAD AND CHARGE OF PRINTOLIT. 


THE ORANGE 


# 


“ee 


I 
MEETING ( 
AT 8:10 AM? ys 
THANK YOU, | ets — 


= | 












i, 


(Gf 
f y 
yi 






& I) 
RS 
4, ) 
yk Ge 
| kk kk kk ok or 


Oe 


IL— L 
z : ~ \ Bp p 
; i -ay- é 
j [ Zee 
‘ DARN, IT'S or is 
RAINING. [3% et eT 
Z eg | 


Ay | 


woos" 


| y “ra 
| KATAKLIRA- 


SAN SAID 
WE'RE SUP- 
POSED TO 
MEET HERE 
AT 8:10 AM. 









IF I WAIT 
ANY LONGER, 
WE'RE GOING 
TO BE LATE. 







LET'S GO, 
HIKARU... 









7 rpeee 


ws : PAINT... 














































































































WHILE T 

HAD A FAINT- 
ING SPELL 
AND WAS 

SQUAT- 























SN 
OH, BUT 
I SHOULDN'T WHAT IF HE 
HE WAS HIT BY 















I WAS TOLD HAVE WAITED, 
8:10 AM, SO I 

I SHOULD'VE DOESN'T 
WENT AT THAT JUST GONE. UNDER- 
EXACT TIME!! SIAN! 





DANGER. 


AZUMA-SAN, 
YOU'RE IN 
THE ORANGE 
GROUP WITH 

KATAKURA-SAN, 










YOU GUYS 
MEET AT 8:00 
AM, ON THE 
DOT. 



















m= ~~ Oh no! My child is lost?!) 


| WHen my oper CHiLD Was arounD tWo Years OLD, SHE Got Lost in tHe train 
| Station, feLL Down tHe Stairs, anD broKe Her CoLLarbone. “It was after I 

PULLED an all-nigHter, I JUSt turned in MY Work...” seemeD Like an ex- 
| cuse. AS a Parent, if Your CHILD Gets Lost anD tHen Gets Aurt or ill, You 
| tend to blame Yourself. BUt No Matter How MUCH You KeeP an eve out, a 
CHiLD can run off in an instant. So I Learned several Measures You can 
take to Prevent Losing Your CHILD. 





Watching as a group... Go team! 


THE Park near MY House is Pretty bic, and tHere  _ 
are many entrances. THere is no waY You can 
keep an eye out on Your own. So I Get togetHer 
WitH tHe otHer MotHers, anD We all WatCH our 
CHiLDren Collectively. “A-cHan Went tHat Way!” 
someone misHt Say, anD a MotHer WHO's free to 
CHase after tHe CHiLD WiLL Go, WHiLe tHe rest of 
tHe MotHers stay anD WatcH tHe otHer CHiLDren. 


~* 





———— ve = — 


Have an iron-on on the collar! Hang an ID card grom 


| your child’s neck! 


Daba-kuN, WHO aPPears in tHis vot- 
ume’s afterworb, Loves trains. one 


THE Mopel for tHis story, R-KUN’S 
MotHer, USeS iron-ons to Paste 


information on Her son’s T-SHirts 
and Jackets in case He Gets Lost. 
THE iron-on is Locate on tHe back 
of tHe neck. 





TAG: HIKARU AZLIMA, TOKYO A DISTRICT LADORESSI, 
PHONE NUMBER [NUMBER], CELL PHONE NUMBER] 





Day, He Disappeared at a train sta- 
tion. He Was founD in a train station 
far, far away, very Late at niGAt. But 
it Was thanks to tHe ID Card He wore 
arounp His neck tHat He Was eventu- 
ally found. HE USUALLY Wears tHiS 
WHen He Goes out. 





‘There is a Card inside a soft plastic 
Case with information on it. 

















ary 
Elementary, 
Years 





SS" iT Vj 


SS Pease! 















I HAVEN'T 
HEARD BACK 
FROM THE 
HE'S POLICE YET. 
PROBABLY 
SOMEWHERE 
UNPREDICT- 















LOOK 
THAT WAY. 






















ONE DAY Nosed 
PONG ance 
DAY CARE, HE 
CLIMBED ON 
TOP OF AN AD 
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i 
MAYBE met 
YOU BE WALKING 

SHOULD IN THE 








y pes: 
you 


GO HOME RAIN. 
FOR NOW. 


— diet 


IF HE OID ee I SHOULD 












SOMETHING ___ LOOK ON : 
= eon oF TLL TEXT 
— SULARON "HT Hikaru BuLoINes, We Aol 
A RAINY vy || UK Too 14 AND ASK THEM 
DAY... ki : TO HELP WITH 
THE SEARCH. 


HEEHEE. 
I STILL CAN'T 
TALK FAST, 
THOUGH. 








NAKAJIMA- 
SAN. YOU'RE 
DOING REHAB 
EVEN IN THE 


WANT TO GET 
BETTER AND 
GO HIKING WITH 
MY GRAND- 
DAUGHTER. 


WHAT IS 
ALL THAT 


\ RACKET? 





KUN, WHAT 
HAPPENED? 
AREN'T YOU 





ANYWAY, 
I NEED 
70 CALM 





















| | - 
SCARED 
THREE 
YEARS 
OFF OF 
MY LIFE. 








ee 


(Me 






i 
} 
y/ 
MOE-CHAN'S 
/ GRANDMA FOUND 
C HIM AT THE 
/ INTERSECTION IN 
/, TAKEYAMA!? 
f 


ese a 







SPECIAL EDUCATION 
TEACHER 
AOKI-SENSE/ 























STOPPING TRAF- 


IT WAS FIC BY STANDING 
OUR FIRST IN THE MIDDLE OF 
DAY GOING THE INTERSEC- 
TO SCHOOL 

ASA 

GROUP. 


HAPPENED TO 
PASS BY. 






BUT THERE 























JUST WENT 
we we | THE WRONG x 
AND HE'D | WAY, THAT'S 
NEVER GONE |, 
toscuoo. | \Am 















160 T 
THINK HE 
DIDN'T KNO| 
WHICH WAY HIKARU-KUN 
70 60. WAS TRYING 
T0 GO To 
SCHOOL. 


4\ 


YOU'RE SO 
INDIFFER- 
ENT... 





TANAKA-SAN, 
THANK YOU, 
TOO. I WAS 


THANK YOU. 
T'M SORRY 
TO CAUSE 
TROUBLE 
THIS EARLY 
ON. 


SHE WAS 

COMPLAINING 
HERSELF THAT 

THE ORANGE 


WONDER WHY 
KATAKURA-SAN 
TOLD YOU THE 
MEETING TIME 
WAS 8:10 AM? 























»ER: WALKING TO SCHOOL AS A GROLIP 
ROUTE / 


THAT'S RIGHT. 
I LOST THE 
PRINTOUT 
WITH THE 
/NFORMA- 
TION... 


= meeting at 
8:18 AM at 





I THINK 
YOU MIS- 
HEARD ME.| | 








we LU 


EVEN IF 
) IT WAS ON 
THE PHONE, 
y Bi ne cae ts 10 
{ Patines es 
OLeTELy 
}) DIFFERENT. 


meneAeo 


















/ HIKARU WAS 
JUST FOUND 
STANDING IN 
THE MIDDLE 
XS) OF AN INTER- 
SECTION. 


DID ARE 
SOMETHING BEING 60 
TOUPSET = MEANI? 











coun "VE 
BEEN 











g / 
rown'r ee 1+ BECAUSE 


a | “swe was 
oie a c PRESSING | KATAKURA- 
GIG DEAL! ( 


* A ‘ 

10 MINUTES | gid og 
MAY SEEM | RESPONSIBILITY 

MINOR TO YOU, FORHER 

BUT IT'S A BIG 


DIFFERENCE 
TO HIKARU 








I HAVE To 
TEACH HIM 
FROM SCRATCH 
ABOUT WHAT 
TIME TO LEAVE 
THE HOUSE!! 























A eae 


wud UNDER- 
STAND HIS 
FEELINGS 
MUCH MORE 
THAN I LIN- 
DERSTAND 





UNDERSTAND 
NO MATTER 
HOW MUCH 

YOU EXPLAIN. 











EVEN 
THOUGH 
HIKARU IS 
AUTISTIC... 


I SHOULD 
EAT LIVER, 
EGGS, AND 
SPINACH TO 
MAINTAIN 














we i 
\ 
\ 













/ _ veMAYBE WE \ pos 
SHOULD'VE RELIED 4 \ 
ON THE LOST CHILD / 
SERVICES THAT } ke 
ARE OFFERED BY = I'M GLAD 
SECURITY HIKARU WAS 
COMPANIES. y: SAFE, BUT... 


“There are also similar services that 
twill erack the elderly or expensive cars. 


[ 











CAN'T JUST 








TRUE. IF WE 


LET KATAKURA- HAVE HIKARL \ 
SAN OFF SO CARRY A 
page! TRANSMIT- 
GOING TO GO - 







TALK TO THEM. A 





++ WE 
CAN FIND 
HIM USING 
THE GPS 
SYSTEM. 

























WANT THEM 
TO UNDER- 
STAND. 





EH? BUT 
MASATO... 









T’M HIKARU 
AZUMA'S FA- 
THER. I WOULD 
LIKE TO SPEAK 
TO YOUR HUS- 
BAND. 












\ je 
Ser 





















HIKARU 

























IS STILL AND THAT 
IF HE HYPERAC- HAPPENED 
GETS LOST, TIVE. TODAY, 
IT REALLY AND... 
PUTS HIM IN Lis Sense 
DANGER. OF "DANGERY 
IS DIFFERENT 







FROM OURS. 
























EVEN IF 
HE WAS 
NANG FOUND... 
YOU UN- 
DERSTAND. 
welT'S STILL VERY 
DIFFICULT FOR US. 
TO CHANGE WHAT 
WE'VE ALREADY 
TAUGHT HIKARU 
ABOUT LEAVING 
THE HOUSE. 























T'M SURE 
THAT DUR- 
ING THEIR 
CONVER- 
SATION... 





+ THERE 
WAS JUST 
SOME MIS- 

COMMUNICA- 


































WOULD te a WELL, 
- ie 
TAINLY NEVER era SEE.. 
di lag THIS MISUN- 
WRONG. TIME 
ON PURPOSE. DERSTANDING 
HAPPENED. 














YOUR JOB, 
ISN'T ITI? 


SHIPS WITH 
THE SCHOOL 
DON'T AND NEIGH- |: 
BORS ON { 
MAKE ME YOUR OWN. 








I WISH THEY 
WOULD JUST 
LIVE ON AN 
ISLAND FAR 
AWAY... 


sa 


home run! _/ 























I THOUGHT 














SHE WAS IN 
THE BACK, 
SAID THEY BUT SHE SAW 
WOULD BE EVERYTHING!! 
MORE 


CAREFUL? 


iy 


| tHat's } 
Goop. | 


LIKE THAT 
\ BEFORE. 





















| DEPENDING 
ON THE SITU- 





I HAVE TO 








ATION, YOU 
RAISE THESE |) MIGHT HAVE 
OUT Fall. ue 


YOUR JOB. 










HE USED TO 
REACT TO THE 
WHISTLE, SOT 
KNEW THAT HE 
WASN'T DEAF. 







PERHAPS HE LIKES 
IT BECAUSE HE 
LIKES TRAINS. 










OF COURSE, 
HE'S NOT 
LOOKING AT /T 

AS ACLOCK. 








SNACKS 








DINNER AT 
SEVEN, WHEN 
THE TRAIN GOES 
AROLIND, IT'S 
TIME TO DO 
~ SOMETHING. “8 » 

2 







THAT'S HOW 
I WAS ABLE 


TO SCHEDULE 
HIKARL'S DAY. 
























































S0 IT WAS EASY 
2 Be on 70 LEAVE AT 8:00 
: wel pte Shae IN THE MORNING 
2 ‘ = 7O MEET IN THE 
al aa ae oe {7 | BUTIP WE'RE PLAZA AT 8:10. 
S| MEETING AT 8:00 
are es ea AM, WE HAVE TO 
oe he oi Soy LEAVE 10 MINUTES 
ee” Z FARLIER. 
eer, we ee TY 
NG V7 Hello, 
DURING THE * Nete (( ello, 
TIME WHEN THE ( a every 
7V IS PLAYING Ye “FD body! 
HIKARU'S S ; 
FAVORITE ) ENS. ( 
SHOW. \ | 
S 
N 
PO oe. \ 
se 
























































SEEMS TO HAVE 
A PHOTOGRAPHIC || 
MEMORY. 





A PICTURE OF A 
TRAIN HE SAW 


PASSING BY. . Wy 
iy oS he . | 
I _ = = AaAWSD “2 























OH, MAYBE 
po 2CAN TAKE 
| THE PicTuRE 
ZN OF MIS HAT, 
al 700... 
‘ 




















SN é 


THAT WAY, HE 
CAN LOOK AT 
T EASILY... 





THIS WAS 
JUST AN 
IDEA I HAD, 



































OH, WAIT, 
HIKARU. 


YOUR 
BACKPACK!! 





pee 


I DON'T 






ISN'T HE 
HIKARU OH, 
AZUMA-KUN? = THAT 
HE DIDN'T BOY... 
COME YES- 
TERDAY. 


Na 






CARE 
IT gust WHAT IT 
WORKED, 


AS. 
AND T'M , 
HAPPY ae 

fA ys 














Az 





\ 
THIS IS 


HIKARU 
UMA. HE'S 
IN FIRST 
GRADE, 


fA 
ZL 
HIKARU CAN'T = 
READ THE CLOCK, 
BUT DID HE KNOW 
WHEN TO LEAVE 
BECAUSE THE 
PICTURE MATCHED 
THE CLOCK!? 
& 
}~ WE MADE 
/T IN 
TIME!! 
/ X 
Good '| _\saae 
moming 5} 











- SPECIAL 
TLL BE EDUCATION. 
JOINING YOU 
EVERY DAY, BUTI'M 
Too. REALLY 
HAPPY!! 


Morning.¢ \ 4 
qu 





HIKARU-KUN. 
YOU DIDN'T 
GET LOST 

TODAY. 










IT'LL BE 
LIKE THIS 












GOOD 


MORNING. 

















EVERY DAY 
/S FuLL OF 
UPS AND 

DOWNS. 





YOU MADE 
IT TODAY, 
AZUMA- 
SAN. 











PRINCIPAL 
SAID THE 





5 
THING. 
mC 
raf 
BUT I CAN 2 
LAUGH ABOUT > S a 
/T WHEN IT ALL 
PASSES. 





(CUBBY: HIKARL AZUMA ‘SIGN: COMMUNICATION BOOK 
BOOK: COMMLUNICATION BOOK / 





HIKARLI AZUMA 







ANYWAY, IT’S 
BEST TO 00 
THINGS ONE 












goo ll) 



















CLASSMATE, 
NATSUM/ INOUE 
HAS A SLIGHT 
MENTAL DEF/- 
CIENCY. SHE IS A 
THIRD GRADER. 











TOP OF 
THE TOKYO 
TOWER 





‘T'S HIGH,” 
HE'LL GET 
MAD. 











Hikany. 
ry kun! 
N 


we AOKI-SEN- 
) SE! WAS. 












EASILY SOLVE 
MATH PROB- 





LEMS... 


NAT-CHAN 
AND TAKLIM/- 
KLUN WERE 
PRETTY CALM. 












BUT HIKARU, 
WHO WAS NEW 
70 SCHOOL, 
YELLED AND 


AT 11:30. 

























THEN I 
WILL SEE 
YOU LATER, 
AOKI- 
SENSEI. 




























HE CRIES 


DO THINGS 
SO _ WANTS TO... 











SET. 


THE DAILY 
ROUTINE IS 
PRETTY 


ELEMEN- 


TARY SCHOOL 
DOESN'T HAVE 
FREE TIME AS 
MUCH AS PRE- 
SCHOOL OR 
DAY CARE. 
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SENSE! 
WASN'T JUST 





NEXT DOOR 
1S THE 
PRINCIPAL'S 
OFFICE. THE 
GUESTS ARE 


PRINCIPAL 
CONTINUES 
HER MEET- 

ING, CALMLY. 


ZS * 
er awe ), SENSEI IS 
JMUCH SCAR- 
AOKI-SENSE! : IER THAN I 
) LEAVES THE 
DOOR AND 
WINvOWwS 
OPEN... 


) ) AOKI- 


+30 
| AIKARLU'S 
CRYING CAN 
BE HEARD 
ALL OVER 


NEVER HIT 
STUDENTS! 


THAT’S JUST 
AN AUTISTIC 
STUDENT OF 
OURS INTIMIDAT- 
ED BY HIS NEW 
ENVIRONMENT. 








Th 
ost rolig, . 


Z/ AS. 
4 {ZA 
i! Birt. | 


poy Js 
LOM ( Y) 





(\ 


vo 





















AND BY THE 
TIME OPEN HOUSE 








ON THEM? 


Le 


iY ; NAF 





ahs 
a Di 
| KN gy Se 


CoN 


oe (ae 









SINCE THE 
SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 

CLASS- 











WERE AN 
INCREAS- 
ING NUMBER 
OF PEOPLE | 
PEEKING IN, 
























SSS SS 
Nt? YEAH. u \ on i 
WONDER WHY _ 
ALL OF THE : IB EASY 10 
To CUPBOARDS S j \\ ss rottow ge- 
Avoip —- HAVE A CURTAIN . [7 \\ cause of THe 


PICTURES. 




















i 

WE DON'T 

aos seal DECORATE 
| po vr cure 


CHARACTERS, 
---6O THE — EITHER... 
STUDENTS 


CAN FOCUS f 
ee 





ON THE 
SCHOOL 
wit) eee ye 
\ FOFF De 
A | |S 















STUDENTS 
DON'T GET 
DISTRACTED. 



















ROOM AT 







HOME |S A 
--BUT 
\ I KEEP MY MESS... 
CLASSROOM 






VERY ORGA- Thave 


NIZED! x Petters 
_of Pop 
/ idols, too! 

i 














THE SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 
CLASS AT THIS 
SCHOOL HAS 
MANY OB- 
SERVERS. 






TLL TAKE 
CARE OF 
THEM ONE 






= p 


«e DON'T THINK "“SE- 
a CLUDING” OR “KEEP- 


ING DISABLED STU- 
DENTS FAR AWAY" IS 
I WANT 10 A GOOD IDEA. 















THAT IS 
MY JOB, 
AFTER ALL. 









BY THE TIME 
EVERYONE 
GOT USED TO 

HIKARU'S 















BUT THEN 
YOU'LL HAVE 
PROBLEMS, 
RIGHT? 

















MAKE 
SURE YOU 
CLEAN UP 

BEFORE YOU 
GO BACK. 
9 


I CAN'T 














..-BUT HE 
STILL GETS 
NERVOUS 
WHEN HE 
GOES TO 
CLASS 1-3. 





protecting 
Himsetf 
‘from tHe 
Disturbing 
noises 





PLAY WITH THE 
TOYS, BUT THERE 
ARE KIDS WHO 





+ HIKARU 
WAS ABLE TO 
SPEND HIS 
DAYS WITHOUT 
SHEDDING 
ANY TEARS, 













WE'LL BE 
SINGING A 
SONG. 

















TAG: HIKARL AZUMA 


AND DURING 
MUSIC CLASS 
AND P.E., HIKA- 
RU VISITS THE 
BUDDY SYSTEM 
CLASSROOM. 


I] | 











| 


THE OTHER 
STUDENTS 
SUPPORT 
HIM, TOO. 






















HIKARU TO 

















I THOUGHT  dageel 
WITH “KIDS 
HE COULD'VE 
TAKEN AN DISABL TIES.” 
EASIER : 










BUT I WAS 
WORRIED THAT 
T WAS MAKING 
HIKARU 
SUFFER. 















I'M GLAD... 
WORRIED. 








WAKABAYASHI- 
SENSEI USES 
AND IF , PICTURES AND 
IT SEEMS 
WORDS TO 
HIKARU-KUN eX DLAI THE 
CAN DO IT, LESSON, 
SHE'LL ASK } 
HIM TO PAR- 


TICIPATE. 


I WAS 









PLEASE 
LOOK, 





T DO AGREE 
THAT AN 















BUT I INTEGRATED 
SCHOOL IS 
CURRENTLY GaN caRN FAR FROM 
HIKARU-KLIN FROM THE ‘PERFECT... 
TIME HE 
SPENDS WITH 
THE OTHER 


KIDS HERE. 














IF HE FEELS 
STRESSED, 
HIKARU-KUN 
GOES INSIDE 
THE CABINET. 










——S—T 


WHEN THAT 
HAPPENS, 
WE LEAVE 








HIM ALONE. 































TAG: OHKI; TAG: AZUMA 












HIKARU-KLIN 
DOESN'T GO 





WITH LOUD 
VOICES OR 
THOSE WHO 
FORCE THEIR 
FEELINGS 
UPON HIM. 


















% WHO'S BEEN 
SHE JUST 1+ SHE WITH HIM 
DOES THINGS DOESN'T PAy SINCE DAY 
CASUALLY ATTENTION CARE... 
FOR HIM... TO HIM PER- 


SISTENTLY. 










yee ‘ 
ss PLEASE. MAYBE 
THAT 
REASSURES 
HIKARLIP 
— 





YY MOE-CHAN DOES 


WHEN HE 
IT WITHOUT WANTS SOME- 
COMPLAINING. THING TO BE 
DONE, HE GOES 





TO MOE-CHAN. 


.. WHEN HE 


WANTS SOME- 
THING. HE'S 


LEARNING TO 


INTERACT WITH 


OTHERS, ISN'T 
HE? 














AOKI-SENSE/ 
SAID THAT IT 
WOULD BE AN 
IMPROVEMENT 
IF HIKARU 
CALMED DOWN 





+D WAS 

ABLE TO HAVE 

MORE TIME TO 
MYSELF. 




























«AND EVEN 
THOUGH GOLD- LLINCH AT 
EN WEEK SORT SCHOOL... 
OF MESSED UP 
MY SCHEDULE... 






FORTUNATELY, 
T'VE REACHED 
THE STABLE 








| 
| 
PHASE, ANDI // OH, = \ EI | 
Feel mucH || You're \y» | 
FAST WITH |e | 
YOUR WORK [3st 
LATELY. 





EXPECTING || ¢*, 
TO GO INTO 
J} SOTLL LABOR 
-| WORK HARD AROLIND 
UNTIL THEN. MID-SEP- 


( YOU'RE 


PROBABLY 4 os 
| THOUGHT. AA. 
| To BE } 




















GET BACK Ss 
BUT ONCE TOWORK \7S | {\ \ 
{YOU'RE SET- IMMEDIATELY / — 5 
TLED, PLEASE AFTER 1) 
LET ME KNOW, YOU GIVE \— | \\ 
TLL GIVE YOU BIRTH... —\ ! } 
MORE WORK, =~ \ 

















)- 































































































In the Tokyo 
area, it’s been 
getting hot 
and highs 
will be 
around 95... 























Early Elementory Years > / FIN 
















SHICHIGATSU-CHO PUBLIC 5 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
PRINCIPAL YOSHIZAWA ¥ 

























yw 











I ONLY 
ALL THE 


LEFT FOR 4 we : =. fo * 
ite | ge. G& pox ae 
Hy/! 

Hk 


Bur He ll Zz, \ WAVE HIM 
GONE... “AZ| eoN 


I SEARCHED 


USE THE PA 
SYSTEM 
TO ASK IF 
ANYONE'S 
SEEN HIM! 














SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER | ~ 
AOKI-SENSE/ 














SIGN: BROADCASTING ROOM 
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IF HE IS IN 
THE SCHOOL, 
WE SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO FIND 
HIM!! 


HE WAS 
WITH YOU 
DURING 
PE., 
RIGHT? 


SEE HIM 
AFTER 


We have | jo 
an an- iN 
nounce- 


= 


# 


‘SFX: PLING PLONG 


EVERYONE, 
HIKARU-KUN 
IS MISSING. 


ment. & 


PLEASE MAKE 
SURE THAT ALL 
OF THE GATES 

ARE CLOSED. 





Hikaru 
Azuma-kun 
from special 

education went 
missing during 
recess. 


If anyone 
has seen him, 
please let your 
teacher know. 
| repeat... 





KATAKURA, 
YOU SAW 
HIM, TOO, 

RIGHT? 

YOU WERE 
STANDING 
THERE. 


I 
SAW HIKARU- 
KUN WALK OUT 
TO THE FIELD 
IN HIS GYM 
CLOTHES. 


KNOW! T 
ONLY SAW 
THE MORNING 
GLORIES! 


WAKABAYASHI- 
SENSEI! T 


PLAYING 
WRESTLING 
NEAR THE 
SHOE LOCK- 


REALLY? 
KATAKURA- 


THEN DID YOU 
SEE SOMEONE 
ELSE IN THE 
FIELD? 


I WAS... 

ONLY LOOK- 
ING AT THE 
MORNING 
GLORIES. 





PUT THE 
STUFF 
AWAY. I'M 


JF I TELL 
THEM NOW, 
ILL GETIN 




















YOU GUYS I'M 
WORK ON GOING TO 
PAGE19IN GOLOOK. 
YOUR TEXT- 
BOOK. 























KIDS / a 
OH, THERE 
_ yong WERE KIDS wees | 
DEGREES ENERGY. PLAYING ido. RS 


OUTSIDE. THAT HE = CLASS... 


SAW HI- = 
KARU-KUN 





\ ae IF THEY f 

a \ WERE LISING S| 

+ AND wo | A VOLLEYBALL, | 
THE HULA \}\ THE STORAGE ‘\ 
HOOP IS IN | ©\ DOOR SHOULD'VE \ 


BEEN OPEN... 













AND IF 
SOMEONE 
LOCKED THE 
DOOR NOT 
KNOWING... !! 














a. ae 


"IT'S BEEN 


THE 
FIRST 20 
MINUTES IS 
IMPORTANT 
WITH HEAT 








CALL AN 


AMBL- RR 


LANCE. [ 
‘ ie [7 
ce 









KEEP Is |e 
| upper Bopy 
RAISED. 


GIVE HIM 
THIS DRINK 
I BROUGHT, 





HIKARU- 
KUN, DRINK } Ge 
THIS. 





) AND PULSE 
ARE FINE 





: DON'T a 


ANYTHING, 
2 es T AN 


My| CAN'T FIND ; 
HIKARU-  / 








ibe 
im 
KUN Yer. /*. 








WAKA- S 
BAYASHI- STOP IT. 
DON'T SAY 


YEAH, THE 
DOCTOR WILL 
TAKE CARE 
OF HIM. 








THE LAUN- 
DRY IS DRY 
ALREADY. 


DO YOu 
THINK AZUMA 
IS GOING 
TO DIE? 
































THING WRONG 
WITH HIM!? 


I CAN'T 
ATTEND TO 
HIM LIKE 
THISH! 





Hi 
TERRIFIED SAID, HE'S 
Because AUTISTIC. 


HE'S NEVER 
EXPERIENCED 
THIS BE- 
/ FORE! 





I NEED TO 


\ PLEASE, Y \)\ ( STITCH HIM UP 
HOLD ON. ING SOON. SHOLILD 
J 2 WE USE A 
47 WS) \ STABILIZER? 
% 



















pur THs ON. ONE OF 
HIKARU'S SMALLER 
SCRATCHES? 







THERE IS a 
MEANING! 














Te a 
<= *y HOW STUPID. 
— | CD LCAN'T vo 


a NS J SOMETHING 
<= 





PLEASE > 
gust try | 
ITH << 
BC >, 
\ Gi 


Vo BM 









WILL CURE 
YOU, OKAY? 













HE HATES 
IT WHEN 
PEOPLE TOUCH 
HIS HEAD OR 
BACK. 








HE ALWAYS TM 
WATCHES WHEN SORRY. 
HE GETS SHOTS, 

SO HE'LL BE 











I CAN'T %, 
BELIEVE HE “% 
CAN LOOK. 
HE'S NOT 
LIKE A KID. 
TREATMENT 
WENT WELL, 
SO HIS HEAT 
STROKE WAS ves 
MILD, TOO. eas ‘) | “Looked 
TG cA ~ “il. e\\ satisrieD. 
HE DIDN'T ~) NN 


= Sj 
THE IV WAS h Eg HE WON'T 
INCOMPLETE, SO 7} "| BE ABLE 
n TLL WRITE YOU 
BUY A SPORTS A A PRESCRIPTION. TO TAKE A 
DRINK AT THE FJ a PLEASE COME BATH FOR 


VENDING MACHINE i Ss BACK TOMOR- =A WHILE. 
AND HAVE HIM a |\ ROW TO HAVE 
DRINK IT. Vi ! j HIS WOUND 


estes /——~ 











I LET YOUR 


q7’s 
COMPLETELY | PRECIOUS SON 
MY FAULTI! | GET HURT AT 


























I THINK HE PLEASE 
WANTED TO DON'T 
PLAY WITH APOLOGIZE. 






















HE WENT I Let THE HULA 

INTO THE HIM out of —- HOOP. 
SHED, AND IT MY SIGHT 2 
WAS LOCKED FOR A MIN- i 
UP WITHOUT UTE OR TWO, 
KNOWING... AND HE WAS ) 






































HEAVY WHEN WE 
SHELF FOUND HIM, 
WAS HE WAS 
«2-50, FOR- CAUGHT PINNED 
TUNATELY, BY THE UNDERNEATH 
THAT DIDN'T WALL... SEVERAL HAPPENED? 
HIT HIM. THINGS. yi 

























FIND OUT 
WE'LL ALSO THE DETAILS 
TAKE CARE OF AND WE'LL WHEN I GET 
THE MEDICAL MAKE A RE- BACK TO 
COSTS... PORT AND 
APOLOGIZE 
AFTER THE IN- 
VESTIGATION. 






HONESTLY, 
MATTER WHO'S I WAS 
WATCHING, HE'LL 
GET HURT WHEN 


HE GETS HURT. 






SOMETIMES 
HE'LL EVEN 
FLING YOUR 
ARM AWAY 
AND GO. 












_, 










DP... STILL, 
IT'S MY JOB 






HIKARU 
JUST DISAP- 
TO MAKE PEARS WITH- 
SURE THAT OUT SAYING 
NOW, DOESN'T ANYTHING. 








HIKARLU-KUN HAPPEN. 
MAY NOT 
TRUST ME 
ANYMORE. 





























I WAS 
TRYING TO 
CALM HIM 


MOVED FROM THE 














THE EMERGENCY 

ROOM, THEN TO 

BY THE TIME THE TREATMENT 
TREATMENT ROOM... 
STARTED, HE 
COULDN'T 





















WHEN I DID 
THAT, HE 
LOOKED UP 
AT ME WITH 
DESPONDENT 
EYES... 




























“YOU'RE 
HOLDING ME 
DOWN, TOO? 
I THOUGHT 
THAT'S YOU WERE MY 
WHAT FRIEND,” 
HIS EYES 






SAID. 
























( I THINK T 
DROPPED MY 


[ TLL oe HANDKER- ) i 
. CHIEF. / 
= Al \ ) Zr 
. /, 
\ S\ | 
YX | 









I NOTICED 
SCRATCHES 
“ALL OVER SOMETHING. | | |) 
HIS BODY. 








AUTISTIC 
BECAUSE OF 


MAYBE 
HE BECAME | 
ABUSE? ss 



















\ = VA 
> | 
/ HE GETS 
my, HURT BECAUSE 
Le HE TRIPS AND 


BUMPS INTO 
THINGS A LOT! a0) 
a 


1 uN Tie 


AUTISM ISA |~- 
DISABILITY 
YOU HAVE 
FROM BIRTH. 


HOW 
COULD A 
DOCTOR FROM 
SUCH A BIG 
HOSPITAL 
NOT KNOW 





BS 
% 


; A ‘“ 
(A ies 


> a SAY 7 ss 
IN AES 
V3 


THATI? 


WHAT A RUDE 
MOTHER! IT'S 
BECAUSE SHE'S 
SO RUDE THAT 
THE BOY CAN'T 
BEHAVE! 















i 


— 


IN'T \ ) 
BELIEVE T WAS |) / 
VSTAKEN 
FOR ABUSING 




















wee OHIT HIM 
WHEN THINGS 











BUTT DION'T 
/NJURE HIM. 










g 6 - 
J = \ S\ AX 
St A \ | te Raisen wm axa we 
Na ° BA WITH CARE, AND \\. = 
\ Se a ) /  LLOVE HIKARU \ ~ EVER SINCE I 
MS es WITH ALL MY a ACCEPTED HIS | 
4 ee: HEART \ a DISABILITY, I iat? 
% s eB wan 
( - \. HAVEN'THIT 
Pt Pe / \ HIM ONCE, 
t y 


KR ~ JN | be 


HIKARL'S IN- 
JURY CAUSED 
ENOUGH 
HEARTACHE. 


DON'T GIVE US 
MORE PAIN THAN 
NECESSARY!! 


AN i 

iy 

Kae Wa RSS 
) CHANGE HIS | 


CLOTHES 
CAREFULLY. 


PHEW. 
HE FELL 
ASLEEP. 



















THE DOCTOR WAS se SENSE 
AT A LOSS BE- OF DISPLEA- 
CAUSE HE DIDN'T SURE THAT 
KNOW HOW AND WON'T GO 
WHERE HIKARU AWAY. 
WAS HURTING. os 














I HAVE TO 
GO BACK 
TOMORROW 
BUT TO HAVE 
Tbon'r THE wounp [Si 
WANT TO CLEANED... 







THAT'S 
TERRIBLE. 











AUTISM IS 

MISTAKEN FOR 

MANY THINGS. WITHDRAWN, 
EVEN BY A GLOOMY, 






DOCTOR... DEPRESSED... 












































































A 
On. Me | IT's 
DR. SUGITA, | "BN Van = BECAUSE 
WHO WAS auto | 2) ie war 
THE FIRST es NS : 
ONE... i Sa . SPECIALTY. 
To A" » 
REALIZE Ly\ 7 
THAT HIKARU Te 3 ee 
MIGHT BE Zs REGULAR EVEN A 
AUTISTIC. DOCTOR PEDIATRICIAN 
TOMORROW. CAN'T TELL. 






ae 3 cs 
j AN s. ‘ #A 
of( AY, AA 
: yy 4 


Oo Oo 


£ 











.-AND — EXAMINA- 
THROWS A TIONS... 
FIT ON THE 


GO THERE, 
HIKARU CAN 


+» - HIKARU 
IS A PATIENT 
WHO CAUSES TO THE 
TROUBLE DOCTOR... 
AND WASTES 
TIME... 






















HE'S SCARED HIKARU yout DON'T WANT 
OF WHAT'S IS SENGI- DONT MENT 
ABOUT TO «TIVE TO oe 
Da ees FIDGETY... 


ba et 


XS 


Sey NS oe Hh 
can't ~ tea 
vAND STILL, aanine HOSS stil! BUT I 
=e ‘\ 











GOING TO THE DENTIST... 
*In order to prepare your autistic child for a dental examination, you can videotape the 
process of going from the waiting room to the treatment room and show it to the child before- 
hand. For more information, please visit: http://autism.about.com/b/al/257671 .htm 


*You can read more about preparing for a dental visit at: 
http://www.nas.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly jsp?d=1064a=7844 


= 7 





HAD THE 
HAZY 








THINK OF 17, HE 
HASN'T USED 
HIS LEFT ARM 


SINCE 
. YESTERDAY. 

















\ I 
| \ \\ ! 

( Z 
= BONEI?I 4 ( & 
= “ NV i 4 
— SUGITA AS F 
Zz IMMEDIATELY. ¥ I'M 


oe 2 eee, 
Se 





HE GOT HURT 
AT SCHOOL 
YESTERDAY AND 
WAS SENT TO 
THE EMERGENCY 
ROOM. 


HE GOT 
STITCHES AND 
HAD A MINOR 
CASE OF HEAT 


___] & ye} 
~ 4; 
Lo SMOKING) 


IF I 
RAISE IT, 
HE STARTS 
CRYING. 


THEN T 
REALIZED 
THIS MORN- 
ING THAT HIS 
LEFT ARM 
WAS LIMP. 








THE PERSON 
AT THE FRONT 
DESK ALWAYS 

LETS US WAIT IN 


Fan 
TO GET THE 


DOCTOR AS 
SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 











wa Me, AND EVER SINCE 
Cy [jn Bite 

\0 } f 

oe / HATES ANYONE 

WHO WEARS A 
LAB COAT. THE 

DOCTOR KNOWS 

THIS SO HE 
TAKES HIS COAT 
OFF. 


a 














IT'S HELPFUL 
FOR HIKARU, WHO 


A S\ HATES THE NOIS- 
i \ 28.064 crown, 
© 
















YZ. 





HELLO, 
HIKARU- 
KUN. 


ACTUALLY, 
DOCTOR... 


WANT ME 
TO USE 


AZUMA-SAN, 
HIS COLLAR- 
BONE MAY BE 
FRACTURED. 


ALWAYS 
vOIT = on, 
DON'T — RIGHT. 
WE? 





ba od 
x 
x 













































HOW MANY WE NEED 
TAKING? £ WoUle ee 
TL LET LIKE YOU 
ian || TO ACCOM 

RCW: PANY HIM, 
BUT YOLI'RE 
PREGNANT, 


RIGHT? 




















TAKING 
THREE. 






1, TAKE OFF CLOTHES 
2. TAKE THREE PICTURES “ 














NN) |/ Kun, we're 
HIKARL'S AMI) TAKING IT 
FAVORITE AN 
\Z KIND, YOLING 
Ise | NURSE AC- é 
fr = COMPANIED i 
Ir'snot ” al 
BROKEN 
COMPLETELY, 
BUT RATHER 
STRETCHED 


OUT. 







MAYBE IT’S BE- 
CAUSE HE KNOWS 
THIS 1S A PLACE 
70 “HEAL,” HE WAS 
QUIET WHILE THE 
DOCTOR CLEANED 













— 38 
9 
I HEARD @007, 
|| HERPRISE 3 JOB, 
Bill 









| HIM EVERY HIKARLR- 
TIME HE DID KUNI & 
SOMETHING ap 
RIGHT. oF & 
cod a 

a = 























RELIEVED. 


SHOULD 

IPUTA 
BAND-AID 

ON THE 
SUPPORT? 





TLL 

GO TALLY UP 
THE BILL, SO 
PLEASE WAIT 





+». KEEPING IT 
IN PLACE FOR 
TWO WEEKS. 
USING A SUP- 
PORT SHOULD 
BE FINE. 





IN A WHILE 
TO HAVE 
HIS WOUND 
CLEANED. 














UNLESS IT’S 
URGENT, WE 
SHOULD HAVE 
AOKI-SENSE! 
CALL BACK. 


] 
«1sPHONE 
WE SHOULD 
+ | Cette No,, BE CAREFUL 
} “ABOUT... 









I UNDER- 


STAND THE 
BACKGROUND | 
\ OF THE 
a ACCIDENT. 
“= SIGN: SHICHIGATSU-CHO PUBLIC 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
KN 
a Y : 
| 


ASSUMED ae ‘ Sj] WHEN LOCKING 
) RN . A ROOM OR 
THERE WAS \ \/ (es ~ oe 
NODE, SES | CAREFULLY To 
sic SS < MAKE SURE 
LY THERE'S NO 
ONE INSIDE. 


] ea ~*~ WE 
ys ; sf Gg™N\ 


s\(< 
HIKARU-KUN  S\/ASS 
















REPORTING DOESN'T TELL We 
IMPORTANT. 
' HE'S LOST. 












T WILL 
WE WERE ALWAYS BE 
LUCKY THAT CAREFUL, BUT IF 
ASTUDENT || OT HERS CAN KEEP 
WAS IN THE SAW HIM ae WREREHEO UTS 
HELE, TODAY, THEIR MINDS, IT 
WOULD BE 
HELPFUL. 





(wh 






































AND SHE WAS 

SO FLUSTERED 

WHEN SHE SAW 
HIKARU-KUN 

BEING CARRIED 

AWAY ON AN 

oo AMBULANCE. 


SEN- 
SEL... 






+ SEVERAL 


SHE MAY HAVE STUDENTS SAID 


KNOWN WHERE THAT ERI-CHAN |“ 
HIKARU-KUN WAS WATCHING 
WAS BUT THE STORAGE. 


KEPT QUIET. 











I DON'T 
THINK I 
SHOULD 
LEAVE IT 

LIKE THIS. 





14 WHAT THE 
aie REASON... 
















ERI-CHAN IS. 
SUFFERING, oe EVEN BE- 
00. FORE, WHEN 
= HIKARU-KUN 
GOT LOST 
OUTSIDE OF 
SCHOOL... 
PLEASE 
HELP AND veel HEARD 
SUPPORT THAT ERI-CHAN’S 
HER, WA- MOTHER GAVE THE 
KABAYASHI- WRONG MEETING 
SENSEI. TIME TO AZUMA- 
SAN. 






ow: 

















EVERYONE 
WAS A LITTLE 
MEAN AND 
COWARDLY. 









WE ALL 
SAID BAD % 
THINGS ABOUT 
MATSUDA-SAN 
TO MAKE OUR- 
SELVES FEEL 
BETTER. 










I DID, 
TOO,.. AND 


I WAS MIS- 
ERABLE. 





je 

















BUT... 
IT DIDN'T 
FEEL GOOD. 


IT WAS A 
CLASSROOM 
WHERE I 
COULDN'T TRUST 
A SINGLE 
CLASSMATE. 










































TO PRETEND 
MATSUDA-SAN 
WASN'T 
THERE. 





\\\ STARTED 
\ || PRETENDING, | 


ONCE I 


IT WAS. 
EASY. 














THEN THE 
SITUATION GOT 
WORSE AND NO 
ONE WAS ABLE 

TO STOP IT. 


















a 


SHE 
STOPPED 
SMILING, AND 
SHE WAS AL- 
WAYS AFRAID 
OF SOME- 

THING. 


MATSUDA-SAN 


SLOWLY GOT 
GLOOMIER. 


A! - 
Z 














on 
= 
oS a6 


















/ wari? 
a3 , 
os 


TO KILL 


HERSELF. 





MATSUDA- 


ONE DAY, \~ ~ 
SAN TRIED 





BUT I PRE- 
TENDED NOT 
TO NOTICE. 


IF I DID, I 
WOULD'VE BEEN 
MATSUDA-SAN'S 

FRIEND!! 


I SAW THE 
TEACHER 
LOCK HIM 
IN, TOO! 


MATSUDA-SAN 
COULD'VE 
DIED. 


AND THEN 
SHE MOVED 
AWAY. 


I HAVEN'T 
SEEN HER 


I DIDN'T 
KNOW THAT 
THEN. 


L0ID SEE 
HIKARLU-KUN 
GO INTO THE 

STORAGE! 











a 












BUT I CAN 
DO THAT TO 
HIKARU-KUN, 
RIGHT? 

















N 
Se “< WAS q 


ai | aaa: - 
aed 





WATCH- 
ING, BUT I 


DIDN'T SAY 4 








HAT'S = fA 
RIGHT. IT’S 
HOTTER 
THAN INSIDE 
A BATH. 
































HIKARU-KUN, 
I'M SORRY. IT 
MUST'VE BEEN 

HOT. IT MUST'VE 





YOU'RE GO- 
ING TO TELL 
MY MOMMY 
AND DADDY, 
AREN'T YOU? 
BECAUSE I DID 


SOMETHING 





SCARED. 
DADDY WILL 
PROBABLY 


S : “Ndi 


HE'LL HIT ME 
LIKE HE HITS 
MOMMY. 








Early nena Years @) | FN 


*. Safety Items and Ways to Avoid Mischief 


You Probably Have many tHings tHat You Don’t Want Your CHILD tO tOUCH. It 
can be “pangerous” or something “important.” I think there are ManY WHO 
use Protective items for babies. For example, tHere are baby Gates, outLet 
Covers, LOCKS, EDGE CUSHIONS, WinDOW GUarDS, DOOrstoPPers, Cabinet LOCKS, 
etc. R-KUN, WHO is tHe MopeL for tHis Story, Loves to turn tHe LIGHts On anD 
off. So R-KUN’S DaD Made a WonDerfUL invention Using a Cassette tape case. 
His DaD SaYS tHat “tHese GaDGets are USUALLY ONLY USEFUL UNTIL He figures 
out How to Get arounD tHeM, but it Does HELP, anD it’s fun to compare our 
Wits.” 





Cut out tHe Part SurrounD- It’s a perfect size tHat Covers 
ing tHe Pieces sticking out tHe LIGHt SWitcH. If You tape 
tHat HOLD tHe tape in Place. it in Place USing DoubLe-sipep 
Be carefUL not to cut tape, You're pone. AbuLts can 
yourself. turn on tHe sWitcH bY opening 

tHe case. 


R-kun’s Dab is a Man fULL of ipeas. He tHinks of Many Ways to KeeP R-KuUN, 
WHO Likes to EScaPe tHTOUGH tHe Window, Safe. HE Goes to HarDware Stores 
to strategize. For exampLe, HE Works HarD to Make Doors tHat Won't OPEN. 
In EPISODE 5, SACHIKO DEALS WitH tWO LOCKS. THIS WaS His iDea, too. R-KUN’S 
MotHer says of Her House, “Our House is normal. we Just Have a Lot of 
LOCKS.” I tHink robbers WOULD Have a Hard time getting in, too. Anyway, 
You can take a Look at R-kun’s famiLy on tHeir website. PLease visit! 
“Sansa Sucre” hitp://www3.to/sucre (japanese only) 





Episode 











AUTISTIC. 











ITISA 
DISABILITY 
THAT AFFECTS 
COMMLINICA- 


BUT 
SOMETIMES 
HE SAYS THE 
RIGHT THING 
AT THE RIGHT 

TIME. 

















SIGN: SUGITA HOSPITAL 
INTERNAL MEDICINE / PEDIATRICS 
i TRAUMA / DERMATOLOGY 


WE'LL TAKE 
X-RAYS NEXT 
WEEK TO SEE 

IF THE COL- 

LARBONE |S 
CONNECTED. 


7 
HE GOT 
WELCOME. * hy INJURED AT 


SCHOOL, AND 
WE'VE BEEN 
VISITING THE 
HOSPITAL... 













i. ENCOUNTERED 
i. UNPLEASANT 
|, STAFF DLUIRING 







I WISH 
HE WOULD 
TELL ME WHICH 











EMERGENCY 
ROOM, I WAS 
(\— SURPRISED. 











AZUMA-SAN, 
YOU HAVE 
NO PRE- BUT IT WAS 
SCRIPTIONS | H/KARLI WHO 
THIS TIME. SUFFERED 












HE HAD A MINOR 
CASE OF HEAT 
STROKE, A 
FRACTURE, AND 
A WOLIND SO 
BAD HE NEEDED 










OH, WE'RE 


were 
4 Ay) TAKING A 
TODAY. i y, DIFFERENT 


ROUTE. 
























THIS 1S ALSO 







q ONE OF AUTISM'’S WE'LL GO 
' CHARACTERISTICS, THROUGH IT 
“AN INSISTENCE TOGETHER. 





| ON REPETITION.” 











I GUESS HE 


FEELS ANXIOUS ‘\ 
WHEN THINGS 
ARE DIFFERENT, 


AND HE TRIES TO 
DO THINGS THE 







WE TAKE THE 
SAME DIREC- 
TIONS, WE PUT 
THINGS IN THE 
























THE DAY 


BUT IT I HEARD OFF. 
HAS NOTHING HE WAS TAKEN a 
70 DO WITH 
ME. 


0 70 THE 
EMERGENCY 
ROOM, 











Z7] 


{ 


2 


y YOU CAN'T 
| WAIT TO 


i 











(CUA 


/ 


= fe 
fi ae 


| 


GET BACK TO 
YOUR NORMAL f 
LIFE, RIGHT, 
HIKARU? 
om 











HE GOT 


UNDER HIS 
SUPPORT, 








; e 
disaster after 
Another, 















THAT BOY... 
THIS GIRL... 


+-EVERYONE 

/S GOING TO 
WALK TO- 

GETHER WITH 
HIKARU 


TURN IN THE 
DOCUMENTS FOR 
OUR INSURANCE 
AFTER EVERY- 
THING IS OVER. 















































SIGN: 1. COMMUNICATION BOOK 
BOOK: COMMLUNICATION BOOK / HIKARLL 










PUT THE 
COMMU- 
NICATION 
BOOK IN 
THE 























NEXT, 
PUT AWAY 
YOUR BACK- 





IS THE 


HE _ SAME AS 
wasn't het 


SCARED 
WHEN HE 


IS YOUR 


WHEN T \ 
HELD HIM DOWN 

AT THE HOSPITAL, 

HE HAD SUCH A 





sot 

THOUGHT HE 
WOULDN'T 
TRUST ME 

ANYMORE... 


I CAN'T 
BELIEVE I < 
ALMOST GAVE 4 
& UP APTER ONE ff : 
A SEMESTER. Y) ‘ 


Haha 





















eeUNTIL 
DANGEROUS, RECENTLY, HI- 
AND I scovp- { \\// KARU USED 
ED HIM MANY \ TO ALWAYS | 
TIMES. RUSH TO- / 
\ WARD CARS OR —_/ 
THROW GLASS 














HIKARU, THE 








, SEPARATE || “HE WINDOWS OR KEPT 
SO T DON'T INCIDENTS (MourD, TT ALL CLEAN 60 
THINK THAT ONE = arREN'T CON- THAT C WOULNET 
INCIDENT WOULD NECTED. WITH NEW HAVE TO scoLD 
RUIN EVERY- os 






\. THING. fp 
ar 
/ T THINK 


SO, TOO. THE 
HOSPITAL INCI- 
DENT IS SEPA- 
RATE FROM 
SCHOOL. 
















THERE WERE 
DAYS WHEN I 
SCOLDED HIM 

SO MUCH THAT 

HE WOULDN'T 











OH? ARE YOU 
DISAPPOINTED 











EVEN, S 
THOUGH ANYWAY, 
HIKARU AND TLL STILL 
I INTERACT. ~ 
MORE THAN 
BEFORE... 























HE'S I UNDERSTAND WELL, T'LL 


STILL HOW AOK/- 
SENSEI FEELS, 














I HAVE A 
DOCTOR'S 
APPOINT- 









I WON'T 
TAKE THE 
AMNIO- 
CENTESIS, 
EITHER. 
















ILL ACCEPT 
MY SECOND 
CHILD AS IS 
NO MATTER 


wiakasake 


: : ‘ t 
Stseedbeesssersebebe wes 








HIKARI... 
YOU'RE 
GOING TO BE 
AN OLDER 
BROTHER. 


RR SENN HERS IY 


YN stint: smesnearsu PUBLIC 
































jo] YES. SHE or 
{/ PROBABLY 
DIDN'T THINK HOHE MY. 
fs DAUGHTER 
if2\ WE WOULD GET 
\ \ INSURED THAT WAS WATCH- 
ING HIKARLI- 
KUN GET 
LOCKED 
IN... 
| 
y VU sBUT 
yy SHE KEPT 
‘Ma' QUIET | 
( i | ABout 
SHE NY } IT!? 
ALSO SAID LS 
THIS... / JN 

















/ 
I KNOW IT'S 
{ CHEEKY OF 
ge ME, A SINGLE 
|! WOMAN, TO 
i SAY THIS... 














) MOMMY 
| \\’ \\ LED ON THE 
/]||\) aust \ PHONE To 
| UKE ) WISMOM, ~ 

\ Tar... 700. ~ 
5. 


\ Y fy 


CG 















DO YOU —_—ERI-CHAN 
HAVE ANY CONFESSED 
IDEA WHAT TEARPULLY. 

SHE'S 
TALKING 
\ ABOUT? y et 




















.-AND 
IS SCARED ERI-CHAN 
OF THE  ACKNOWL- 
| CONSE- EDGED 
\ QUENCES. WHAT SHE 
ae N DID... 
THAT T'LL SS 
TELL HER : 
FATHER... 











+-AND THAT 
SHE, TOO, 
WILL GET 

HIT. 










vel GUESS 
T CAN'T 
vibe, MUCH 





A 









BUT... 
YOU TAKE) 
CARE OF 7 
THE HOUSE. 












YOU MAY BE 
OKAY, BUT 
WHAT ABOUT 
ERI-CHAN!? 















Oe 
= 


% Vi My 
J / HUSBAND... 


HE HITS ME 
WHEN HE'S 
IN A BAD 
Moon. 


a a as 


| 














I CAN'T 
LEAVE HIM 

AND LIVE 
ON MY OWN 


4 
HE } m3 \ >. 
[/Y seriously AVee ~ ‘s 
7 oT THINKS THAT \ Y hen > 










“xt 








TM gusta \! ¥ 
MACHINE TO W Xe 
SERVE HIM >> 
THREE MEALS J.) 
A DAY. 
| 
| / 
: j 


RAS 


ip 





I, 
te 





I WAS 
SURPRISED. 
THERE ARE STILL 
PEOPLE WHO 
THINK A HUSBAND 
IS SUPERIOR TO 
HIS WIFE. YOUR 
INABILITY 
7O STAND 
WP FOR 
YOURSELF 
NEARLY 
CAUSED A 




























= 4 SK 
I Just 
HOPE OUR 
MEETING HELPED 
0 THE CHIL- 
DREN DON'T GET 
DRAGGED INTO 
“7 ee 4 THE Mess. 
b ae NI 
[ WE it 
{SHOULD ; 
{ STILL j a 
WATCH he 
Our. |) 
Py, r If a = j 
iol VY ic 








401 


PLEASE 
DON'T GIVE 
uP sO 
EASILY. 


STUDENT'S | 

















Ps) I WONDER IF 
oa)) THAT HAPPENS 
’ WHEN YOLI HAVE 
So \ A SIGNIFICANTLY 
—l OLDER 
/ ON HUSBAND. 






THAT'S NOT 
TRUE. THERE 
ARE MANY WHO 
HAVE STRON- 
GER WIVES. 








AWARD: CERTIFICATE ERI KATAKURA 






ERI-CHAN 1S 





























I NEVER 
./  HADA 
/ MEETING 


~ LIKE THIS! 



































FROM 


( E 
THE TIME 

Pe ND SHE WAS Af: 
TODDLER... |/ 

i, 


Jf... TWAS ; 
| // TOLD THAT os 
——F/ thy DAUGHTER 
7 ) WAS A GOOD 
by i. GIRL!! 
Xx | 
Ma 


o~ 




















































ql ——_— "He THINKS | 

- EVERYTHING | Yo 
Sh SHOULD GO | Oy 
Fy Poor ER), SMOOTHLY... | poor 
x! SHE'S JUST A I ede 
: TOOL FOR MY / itinlo 
a PERFORMANCE / minutes. 
8 EVALUATION... =~ : 
a /. \ 

a (te) 
Va ped 
V — TMTHE 


= 
RAISE HER E "ONE WHO'S 
PROPERLY, I'M 
GOING TO BE Y 
BLAMED FOR | 
NOT DOING 
MY JOB. 


SHE CAN'T 
GROW UP 
AT EASE 





lessons. 
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| 





















COULD I BE FIRM 





LIKE HER EVEN IE 

SHE THREW A EIT aioe 

IN THE MIDDLE OF Pr ictia re 
THE ROAD? HAPPENED IF 


ERI HADA 
DISABILITY? 


HUSBAND 
AND I WORK 
TOGETHER 
AND HELP 
BACH OTHER? 


WOULD HE 
BLAME ME AND 
THEN LEAVE? 














I'M NOT LOVED 
BY ANYONE. 


ANDI 
DON'T LOVE 
ANYONE, 
EITHER. 





/ A PIECE IS 
MISSING 

FROM THE 
JIGSAW 
PuzzZLE. 





NEED THE 
SUPPORT 
ANYMORE. 















ie a 






~ HE DOESN'T 
HAVE TO WEAR 
BUTTON-UP 
SHIRTS ANY- 
MORE. 














HIS RASH WILL fe 
GO AWAY, AND 







YOUR BONE 
IS HEALED. 
NO MORE 


9 
\ fan SUPPORT. 
you 















PLAY IN THE 
IL ALL 
YOU WANT 
DURING THE 














WHAT'S 
WRONG, 4 
SACHIKO? ff 






Va 


SECOND 
SEMESTER 
HAS BARELY 
STARTED, 
BUT YOU'RE 
ALREADY 
SIGHING. 















THEY'RE 























ITLL BE * Woo STARTING 
soon j fi 7 THe PRACTICE 
pee 1 SCHOOL FOR FIELD 
HATES!! Cf 1S GOING 
ALG i TO LOOK 
oe” DIFFERENT. 
— ( ’ y 


ea 
MUSIC IS \ 
GOING TO BE 

BLASTING ALL ; 


DAY. THERE 
WILL BE A 
















































AT DAY CARE, FACILITY, HE 

HE WAS ABLE TO STARTED TO CRY 

ENDURE IT ONLY AND COULDN'T 

BECAUSE KAORI GET OUT OF THE 

STAYED WITH HIM CLASSROOM, 

THE WHOLE 
TIME. 
a 
+ 
‘SHAKE 
Ha 
AY ‘ 
IT WILL BE 
\ Oy _asteess-  \* 1 
FUL EVENT FOR 
* HIKARU. Do YoU 
ci z THINK HE CAN | 7 
PARTICIPATE WITH 
A SMILE ON His (Sp \ 
HE'LL CON- FACE? x 
/ ‘ TINUE TO GO ) 
= \ 70 ScHOOL 
Od \ \) UNTIL HE'S 


AN ADULT... 


THINK ITLL 
BE LIKE THE 


CEREMONY? 


PROBABLY. 
HE'LL CRY 
AND CRY. 


























i I Just 


WISH THERE 
WAS A WAY 
HE COULD 
ENJOY IT... / 






Y WHAT IS 
I THOUGHT FIELD DAY. 






He THIS, AOKI- 
IT WOLLD I? 
wou SENSEI? 
HIKARU-KUN 


£ VISUALIZE IT. 
aA\ VeuA 


















ell 
sie ‘ve . 
I KNOW HE Z ai x 
CAN! WE'LL / 
TAKE BABY HELL BE 
STEPS AND Sy yea SURPRISED BY 
PLAN THIS |- 
AN Th ie ¢E as \ WHAT'S GOING 
ik e ON, RIGHT? 
I THOUGHT f 
IF IT WE COULD TELL en tt 
BECOMES A HIM BEFOREHAND 
"ROUTINE," AND PRACTICE 












THEN HIKARU- THE ROUTINE... 
KLIN CAN dy, EZ 


THIS IS 
THE SAMPLE 
OF THE 

HIKARU-KLIN DANCE. 
WATCH IT AT 
HOME? 




























| a» Ne ) | fi 
ON THE DAY SOF ; 
Silt 20h ee ode 
oT lot 
paso ioe oF gph /\( Me PLAYED IT, THERE 
ranacan, | See ; Y WAS FOOTAGE 
‘ eS OF TANAKA-KLIN 
we — DANCING, HIS 
OG | A Wi BACK TO THE 
=N : CAMERA, 











BECAUSE | 

IT WON'T Mowe 

ACTUALLY Mowe 

BE A MIRROR March 
IMAGE? 
















THIS IS \ 
WELL 4s K 
THOUGHT | 












HR 
——, 





Gy (HE MIGHT YT 
‘| BE ABLE 





TO DO ITI! 


Tek kk ok ok kk kr kk bob ok ok ok ob ob ob ok 


EE 





se 
HIKARLIIS AA 


PROGRESSING 
SLOWLY BUT 


SURELY, Ve 










Na, 


IF THERE'S 
A WAY TO 












Y ws eget (\ 








I'M SORRY 














i ABOUT THE 
GOING TO SUG- 
WITH ME, GEST THAT STORAGE 
RIGHT? THAT WE GET INCIDENT. 





RID OF THE 
RANK ORDER IN 
THE RACES. 










THERE MAY 


a. 


BECAUSE 







BE KIDS WHO 
LIKE RUNNING IF YOU WORK 
SO MUCH, THEY YOU WANT HARD, YOU 


MIGHT TRY TO 
ACHIEVE A WORLD 
RECORD. 


TO FEEL 
«HOLDING pROUD... 
THAT 


PTCCPALZAPS 


EVEN IF 


SHE DID 
UNDERSTAND 


I'M SURE 
SHE MEANT 


..-BUT IT’S WELL FOR 
ALITTLE 


DIFFERENT 


HIKARU... 


I THINK I 

WOULD'VE 

SAID THE 
SAME 





THEY DON'T 
KNOW HOW 
TO HELP 


THEY DON'T 
KNOW ABOUT 
AUTISM... 


us. 










ALL WE 
cai CAN DO AS 
INFORM PARENTS... 
THEM, ONE 
BY ONE. 





THE DAY OF 







WE PRACTICE, 

STOPPED THE SCHOOL 
HERE 1D EVERY- 
MOST, 

RIGHT? 













ow 
++ THEY fo 
HIKARU-KUN, COULD TO fe 
LET'S STOP mxerras | [t/ 
AT THE RED CLOSE TO ‘| 
THE REAL H 
FIELD DAY. 



























BOOK: FIELD DAY 












\ THE TEACHERS 
\\ OPENED UP 
WE MADE A \ \ AND THEIR SCHEDULE 
PROGRAM FOR \\ MADE FOR HIKARU... 
HIKARU-KUN. \) \| various 
























WE JUST 


ALTHOUGH WANTED TO 
WE JUST TOOK =, SHOW HIM 
WHAT WOULD 
Pictures with  WEAT Wore 
THE POLAROID ue 
AND PASTED jee 
THEM IN. 


SENSEI, \ 
WAKA- 
BAYASHI- 
SENSEI... 











YOU'RE 
ASSUMING 
IT'S GOING TO 
TURN OUT BAD 
2. ALREADY? 















SS a » EVEN IF 
7 ; TOMORROW 
HAVE HOPE. AZ) | TM Just TURNS OUT 















We SO GRATEFUL | "0 
BEA 
\ YOU DID THIS. — 


MUCH. 










YOU KNOW, 
I NOTICED 
SOMETHING. 












BUT THEN 










I SWITCHED 
OVER TO USING I USED TO 
GESTURES, AND RELY TOO 
OUR MATERIALS 





MUCH ON 
\ TALKING... 

























os , \ -.. WHEN T 
bas 5 by ESPECIALLY ae Tene 
WITH CHIL- 
Give WARNING =) DREN WHO YOUNGER 
ABOUT WHAT'S 1 JUST START- CHILDREN. 
GOING TO HAP- 7 © COMING 
PEN NEXT NOW. i 
at! _| 
SS CARDS ROLE LARGE, MEDIUM, SMALL 


ae ok kk 
paeee) 


.S 

* we FY 

: j 

* —_ WY, , ff THE SAME 
* <5 ee i as THING WITH 
* , THE PISTOL- 
* veneer SHOT 
{THE SCALES “purr PRACTICE FOR 

* FELL FROM |’ HELPED THE HIKARU- 

* MY EYES. 

* ) 

3 ; 

* a | 

oo 

oa 

* 

* 











OTHER KIDS KUN... 







GET USED 
TO IT, TOO. 
ow 
Y Ae 
W. yy ( = 
| Ne 
ee KKK KK KK KK ENV Naouaines 
SIGN: SPECIAL EDUCATION / ee, 
yh / 
SURE! THE 1BY 
PRACTICE A 


FROM HELL, TM SORRY 


RIGHT? TO HAVE TO h 
MAKE You, Me 
7 BUT... ; 
/ — 








‘ 
wH 2CAN Y I WANT TO \ 

ix YOU COME | PRACTICE THE 
v 30 MINUTES | SOM DASH ONE 

| EARLY? MORE TIME 
aN TOMORROW 
aes ie MORNING. 
ie ca 

% | RS ay 
E hy \ le. 










I MADE HM 
WATCH THE _ 
VIDEOONE —__—~/ 
Last Me 
le NE 


IN TH 6 
Mouse MORNING, J 





Hikaru’s favorite 
anime cxaracter 
cuncH 







ZW 
Y; 


PA 









SIGN: SHICHIGATSU-CHO PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
BANNER: THE 36 ANNUAL FIELD DAY 


/————— = 











QY) 
7 


Ge \ 
| 36/7 T3948 3 
thevee 


Bs 





































































































































































































We will now 
start the 
















































































36th annual 
field day. 
































..-BUT AOKI-SEN- 
SEI BROUGHT HIM 
BACK EVERY TIME 
ANP SHOWED HIM 
THE PROGRAM. 























THERE WAS 
NO MESS 


IS THE 
CENTIPEDE 
RACE. 


THE SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 
STUDENTS ARE 
JOINING THEIR 
BUDDY SYSTEM 


NATSUMI-CHAN 1S: 
IN THIRD GRADE, 
CLASS 1, YELLOW 

TEAM, AND 
TAKUMI-KLIN 1S 
IN FIFTH GRADE, 











CODED AND 
EASY TO 
SPOT. 


mary, 








OUT, TOO. 


; Man 
x) yy /, } | \, 
AWD M 


HY 
AREN'T THEY 
STARTING 


THE PERSON 
SHOOTING 
THE GUN... 


.. WAITED 
PATIENTLY 
UNTIL HIKARU 
WAS IN PLACE. 





HERE... 
STEP ON 


| THs SHOE fe 
MARK, / a 












AOKI-SENSE! 
FOLLOWED LINTIL 
ABOLIT 10M INTO 
THE RACE, BUT 
. STOPPED WITH 
MPA A REASSURED 


HE'S 
RUNNING 
ALONG THE 
LINES!! 














E- 
/S WAITING 
AT THE 
FINISH 










¥ oe < 
v6 | 











Rt ag thy 
TAG-R: OHKI 
TAG-L: TANAKA 








\ 
/ 


~e . 
=“ 
/tCANT %, 


” peieve *% Gi/ | Net 
sues |! E 








/ THAT'S 


| 


RIGHT. 
THANKS, 
HIKARU-KLUN. 


BUT SHE 
STOOD UP 
AND RAN 

IF SHE HAS =-—: UNTIL THE 

THE COURAGE END. 
TO GET UP EVEN 

AFTER SHE 

FALLS, SHE 

CAN GO ON. 


=} / AND IF YOU 
| | HIT ME AGAIN, 
—_ |\| I'M GOING To 
Sy | 00 SOMETHING 
\ ABOUT IT. ZZ 









YOU WERE 
GREAT. 














Next up 
are the 
first grad- 
ers dancing 
the Mouse 















MUTATING ‘YP 
MOVES... 






: AN ccna | 

i = ys! Good. I 
RE NO ‘3 HIKARLI 

Qe \ Ly yy | HATES ep 


SENSEI'S 
WORKED, 


HIKARU WAS 
DANCING 
WELL BEHIND 
TANAKA-KLIN. 














ING AS WELL 
AS HE DID AT 


LIKE TODAY I SHIPS AFTER 
RECEIVED A HE ENTERED 


Good job, 
Hikarekun, HIKARL 
/S FINE, 


—fE~ 


THE G 
a 
TEACHERS Vis 
: pS It’s now 
HUH? BUT lunchtime. 
[> WE'RE NOT 
ALLOWED T ‘Ie = f- 
DISCREETLY. A RINE. | a+ 
\ fi a ~ 
N we Ze Ae ‘\ GV \ Ww 


TOASTING! 





BUT THE 
DASH WAS 
GooD. 









THE FINISH 


+-AND LINE... 
TANAKA-KUN 
BECAME AN / 
EXAMPLE FOR 


— THE DANCE. 


COMPLAINED 

EVEN THOUGH 

THEY HAD TO 

| WAIT FOR HIKARU 

\ TO GET READY 

& \ TORUN. 







IT'S ALL 
BECAUSE OF 
THE PEOPLE 










HURRAY 
FOR THE 
KIDS!! 


YOU SAYING? 
HIKARU-KUN 













apa WORKED 

Ne ‘\ HARD. 
AND YOUR es 
HUSBAND oe. 


DID, TOO. 


HIKARL'S 

WORLD /S 

sLomLy oN 
EXPANDING. 















BUT THAT'S 
WHY THE 
WORLD IS im 


WONDERFLtL, — =<" 


ae 














RECEIVED ‘ATER... 
SOMETHING 
IN THE 
MAIL. 








Early Elementary Years @ / FIN 7 26 


Early 
‘Elementary: 
| Years | 


Serer ere ee eee 















Episode : 











HIKARU-KUN 



















WAS ABLE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN D My SON, 
FIELD DAY WITH 4S HIKARL 
NO PROBLEMS? AZLIMA, 1S 











AUTISTIC. 














I STILL RECEIVE 
GUIDANCE FROM 
THE WELFARE 
FACILITY ONCE 
A MONTH. 














os 





wl T Tt 





































‘SIGN: TAKEYAMA FACILITY 


IM Sl 5 BYU ee 














3 di 
SI ves. THE = \.y 
) SPECIAL EDU- | 
CATION TEACH- 


.--BOTH ER AND THE 
WORKED BUDDY SYSTEM 
HARD TO TEACHER... 














GRATEFUL. 


HUSBAND SUPPORT ? 

AND I us. , 
WERE VERY ss J 
7 


YOU WERE 
/ BLESSED 
WITH GOOD 


USUALLY, 
THE SCHOOL Tee ida 


WOULDN'T BE 
SO ACCOM- 
MODATING. 

















4 PSYCHOLOGY 
SPECIALIST 
OSAWA-SENSE/ 


a 








428 
















..-AND ASKED 
THE SCHOOL + WHO SAW 
TO CHANGE THAT... 
THE SIGNAL TO 
FLAGS, BUT 
THEY REJECTED 








FOR 
\ / exampve, 
THE START- 
ING PISTOL 























HIKARU-KUN 
WAS ABLE TO 
7 STANDIT... 


/ «BUT 


SAID THEY 
COULDN'T 


HAVE SPE- 
salt ; 
GROUP A cat a, , 










ACTIVITY, MENT... 





SO EVERYONE THERE 
HAD TO BE WERE KIDS 
THESE: WHO JUST 


COULDN'T. 



























> 
¥ — |... BUT THE f) EVERY 
Ne Teens HA WENT OFF, THE 
TIES... | a 
: [ ...AND EVEN BOY WOULD HOLD 
LAY Mj THE TEACHER {| \ vis ears ano 
NE. SAW IT AS —— ( THROW A FIT... | 
AS. ~ HIM "BEING . 
vi ) DIFFICULT.” DP Se 
LAR eae 











IT’S LIKE 
TORTURE TO 
MAKE A CHILD 
ABOUT "BEING LISTEN TO 
DIFFICULT.” IT’S I WONDER IF SOMETHING | 
ABOUT "SLIF- THEY WOULD HE CAN'T 
FERING.” UNDERSTAND IF STAND. 


WE SCRATCHED & 
GLASS IN FRONT A 
OF THEM? : 



























SK 
EZ \ 
: | — / 
EVEN THOUGH WE & A6) | 
SAY “INDIVIDUALISM Xe \ 9 
1S IMPORTANT," A A) OM Ree 
SCHOOL IS A PLACE 
WHERE EVERYONE \S 
NEEDS TO ACT AS y | 
‘A GROUP TO => / | 
\ 
















pod NATELY, THERE 


YOU WANT “ 


HIKARLI-KLN AEE 
To "BE THe | een. “Supa 
SAME AS EV- | IF THEY DO, autistic PEOPLE | 
ERYONE ELSE," / THEY WON'T FEEL THINGS 
RIGHT? ACKNOWLEDGE DIFFERENTLY. 





IT AS AN OR- | mm 
\ mr sal ee: 


= 













































BUT I KNOW WHY We OF 
THAT HIKARU ; 4 \ PUT HIM IN, COURSE... 
IS SUFFERING, 4 C ; ? A NORMAL 

SO IT’S HARD SCHOOL. 
FOR ME... 


















HIS SENSE DOCTOR... IF THERE WAS A 
HIKARU IS PARADISE WHERE 
SENSITIVE TO AUTISTIC PEOPLE 
J SMELL, AND COULD LIVE HAPPILY, 
HE SNIFFS I WOULD LOVE TO 
EVERYTHING. MOVE THERE. 
| A 
| = ee ] ok 
USED TO ONLY 
| EAT TOMATOES “d BUT HERES 
\ AND FLAN FROM NO SUCH FACE 
COMPANY M. (3 ‘SNIFF IN JAPAN, SO WE 
P, sl | PAVE To FORCE 





x 
o Ze THEM TO AC- 
MN / COMMODATE OUR 
4 Sy LIFESTYLE... ae 
I 
= peo een” Geto” SE 


*One of the speculated causes of autism is the dysfunction of the central nervous system. Because of this, every 
individual shows different impaired development, and their five senses are all experienced differently. 





SFX: SQUUEEAAAKKK 














YOU CAN 
n HAVE HIM 
LISTEN TO HIS 
~. FAVORITE SONGS 


WHILE THE BABY 
CRIES. 



























IT WHEN HE 
HEARS A BABY 
CRYING ON 


HE'S FINE IF 
SOMEONE 
SCRATCHES THE 
CHALKBOARD 
WITH CHALK... 
































A PLACE FOR 































HIM TO IS THERE 
ESCAPE TO. SOMETHING I CAN 
DO SO HIKARU 
Pe DOESN'T HAVE 
“ae TO ENDURE THE 
cats BABY CRYING? 
‘ ; 

















THEN PLEASE 
KEEP THAT 
SPACE OPEN 














YOU SHOULD 
LET HIM KNOW 
BEFOREHAND 
THAT A BABY IS 
COMING, TOO. 






Ye 


AT HOME, 
HE GOES TO 
BEHIND THE 
COUCH. 


I'M GOING 
TO HAVE MY 
SECOND CHILD 















AT THEY DAY 
CARE CENTER, 
HE ESCAPED 
UNDER THE 

TABLE. 


AT SCHOOL, 
HE GOES TO 
THE LOCKER, 























a0 

*% OH, AND THE 
VOLUNTEERS 

/ CAN SUPPORT 
YOU TOO. YOU 
CAN HAVE HIM 


EXPLAIN IT TO 


Ye so, | 


THEN HAVE 
YOUR HUSBAND 
AND YOUR 


YET? 


ARE YOU 
APPLYING 
FORA DAY | 


CARE CENTER 


MOTHER HELP 





INGS FOR 

























eur there \ ~| | 
AREN'T THAT 
MANY OPEN- I zt 










7 x4 aa 

SK } ANYWAY, 
A EVERYONE ‘I DON'T ; 
ey | Nees To WANT ou | / 

HN sf PITCH IN. TO TAKE ON | 
\ ALL THE 
: WORK. 
: 2 cc —— 
<2 










IT MUST BE 
HARD TO BE 
UNABLI 
Tul PEOPLE I KNOW 
WHAT YOU THATITRY  \ 
WANT OR TOO HARD 
AND BLOW UP | 


AT THE we 


I WONDER 
IF HIKARU 


THAT, TOO. 


FEELS LIKE 


| iv) 
GRESSING 
SLOWLY. J 


SsOT'M 
HOPING TO 
NOT HOLD 
THINGS IN. 






= : 















HIROAKI-KUN 
IS SO HAPPY. 
HE'S 
SMILING. 







LOOKS LIKE 
HE'S HAVING 









TO AISCUSS 
ALOT WITH 
OSAWA- 

SENSEI, 





















BUT He WAS TOUGH 
CALMED DOWN «= FORA 
AROUND SUM- WHILE... 
MERTIME AFTER 
ENTERING THE 

SCHOOL FOR 
THE DISABLED. 


OYAMADA- ys 


SAN! HI! S , | 
s \ 
A. “4 : g 


a 




































TM 
DOING GREAT. YOUR CAY 
GHENT Te CARE CENTER SLAD- 
erUeOL BLE WAS PRETTY 
HORRIBLE. 





COMES, HE'S 
SMILING. 







d/ = 


rae. 
3 Atways 
} Wearing 
| \ Gey <> wear Fees EACHER, 
~ 7“ TOMII-SENSEI, IS 
[ \ an Me He ate 
\ ys ™ 


His HoBey EER. 
aby cogs (STO MAKE 
ae zo ) D, Hixoae LEARNING 


- AG )P Meee. MATERIALS. ts 
ue, a 





/ sense 
\ : Ne. df 


et A * 
Aa) Regge 
ON AN ner 

























WHEN I SAW 
DOLLS YOU CAN 
DRESS UP. 








+eAND LOOKING FOR 
MAKES VARI- ITEMS HE CAN 
OUS MATERI- USE... 
ALS TO HELP 
WITH DEVEL- 






IT CRACKED 
ME UP TO THINK 
HE WAS SEW- 
ING THEM WITH 
HIS RUGGED 


+++ SIX-SIDED 
PUZZLES, 





TLL E-MAIL SEE 
YOU SOME- YOU. 
TIME. CALL 
ME WHEN 

YOUR BABY 
IS BORN. 















ABOUT 


TOLD I COULD 
PICK UP SOME 










THE 
SUNSHINE 
















ge ey si eet 
[Py 































EMERGENCY PROGRAM 10 Be we 
CARE AND |S oUye OENDENT A 
ARESPITE OVERS. 





GAIN EXPERI- ated. 





PAPER: REGIONAL INDEPENDENT LIVING SUPPORT CENTER / 
SUNSHINE HOUSE GIVES SUNSHINE SUPPORT / TOKYO 03- 


a wa 

5) Meu vere am wl 
8] IN Disasiity FROM THe | 2 ~ pacity ( 

“| EDUCATION UNIVERSITY \ \ 
8] AND WELFARE, FROM WHICH BUT WE arlene : 

S zh OSAWA-SEN- rE 

: eo THis aD SEI GRADU ALSO HAVE THE MAIN peopLE 

3 








\ 


*A “respite service” is a service that gives a bit of 
relief to families who take care of a disabled member. 






ICAN BUT YOU 
GIVE YOU CAN TRY 
MY CELL Us, 1 


acd eee ) 
KS wa 










I WAS PLAN- 











INTO LABOR, 
BUT... 


HEY, NO NING TO HAVE 
HITTING MY MOTHER 
ON OUR ~, COME A WEEK 
BEFORE I GO 

f 


t 
3) = 
JOY) \) WHAT? I 
5 ys (SS) WAS BEING 
aye. serious! 





You 
WANT ME 


1 LS  Tov0it 
( Sye 


h yy )) i AGAIN? 
\(S 


HE LIKES 
TO PLAY 
AIRPLANE. 


OKAY! LET'S 

FINISH WITH 

THIS. WE'LL 
PLAY UNTIL THE 


DISAPPEARS. 











HIKARU IS USU- 
ALLY NOT GOOD 
WITH MEN, AND 
















ALTHOUGH 
HE PREFERS 
TO BE GOOD 
WITH THE 
LADIES. 






HE DOESN'T GET 

NEAR THEM OTHER 
THAN HIS FATHER, 
HIS TEACHER, AND 
OSAWA-SENSEI. 













sAlT'S 
EASIER FOR WHEN WE 
us AND WE GO THROUGH 
CAN SPEND THIS BOOK 
QUALITY BEFORE TAKING 
TIME WITH CARE OF YOUR | 
HIM. SON.. 

















/ 
KNOWING 
WHAT HE'S 
CALLED 
wu | MAKES IT 
\ | EASIER FOR 
HAS DETAILS vat | fe to TALK 
ABOUT THE | aw TO HIM. 





4 SS 
é SEVERITY OF 
~—~_| His DisaBiL- 
wAND IF WE \_ ITY... 
easHE KNOW WHERE Be. 
| poeéi't Have HE HATES BEING dg 
| “ToeurreR  TOUCHEDORTHE j—’ XC x 


| THRoueH CAUSES OF HIS ca = ff / 
) THEM. PANIC ica ff 
\ ie = FAA\ 


"Se ee —| *How to make a support book—please vist Reiko-san’s website for 








FENN La / 








TABS: EATING; EATING OUT; PLA) 

























evant, YES. 
Pca ode 
cone Tous +..AND ONE SUPPORT, IT'S h 
us, \7 | 
oye We TIME I FORGOT A DIFFERENT } 
Las TO ASK THEM = STUDENT... 


NOT TO TOUCH 
HIS EARS, AND 
IT CAUSED A 


HAVING A 
SUPPORT BOOK WITH 
DETAILED INFORMA- 
TION ON HOW BEST 
TO INTERACT WITH 
HIKARU REASSURES 
ME, AS WELL. 


gee 










BY USING THE 
DOTS, IT SHOWS 
HOW MUCH TIME 
IS LEFT FOR 
A PARTICULAR 
ACTIVITY. 


438 


oo 


HIKARU 
STILL CAN'T 
READ THE 
CLOCK... 








aS | 

( ONE BLACK DOT 
I USE A TIMER \ INDICATES 15 
AT HOME AND || | MINUTES. WHEN 
WE DO THINGS \ ALL THE DOTS ARE 





GONE, THE ALARM 


UNTIL THE 
GOES OFF AND 


BUZZER GOES 


THE ACTIVITY IS 




















hf AW aecause | TMS THE 
—= ) \\( aumisnic peop.e SANE AD YOU CAN 
‘ THAT. SEE THE TIME 
vay ))|}\. ARE REASSURED 
\\ 7! %e) ”)” WHEN THEY KNOW ‘| pass Just ! 
J / “THE LENGTH OF & LIKE WHEN 
Ny ee eae 
PAgpyag i SOMETHING.” / ROURE RASS: id 
PE EGIN\. 





WE USE 
IT IN OUR 
SEE, SESSIONS 
THERE ARE AT THE 
VARIOUS UNIVERSITY. 








STUDENT 
WITHA 
MuS- 
TACHE... 





I HOPE HE 


BECOMES 
LIKE OSA- 
WA-SENSE/ 

ONE DAY. 








Ano ang 
pangalan 
mo? 


Je 







































SIGN: ELEGANCE HEIGHTS 


‘SIGN: TRASH AREA / PLEASE TAKE OUT 
FOOD WASTE ON THE MORNING OF PICK UP 















THE OWNER 
RUNS A CLUB, ROOM | 
AND SHE LETS ~— GIS. 
HER EMPLOY- 
EES STAY 


THERE LIKE A -_ 
DORM. 












ee AL 
Ne 
Tuer wave \ 


NO MANNERS. 
THEY THROW 
AWAY CIGARETTE 
BUTTS INTO THE 
PLANTS... 

















WHEN I 
TRY TO WARN 
HER, SHE SAYS, 
“I DON'T SPEAK 
JAPANESE.” 












- IM 
I SHOULD SORRY, HE 
REPORT OKAY. aN WANTS ig 
THEM FOR THOSE 'PINAS. | Goon-Bye, | ~~ \ GO 


ILLEGAL EM- 


i 


; HIKARU TINS 
T KNOW THEY 
UNDERSTAND; a el ) \ NEW) 


JAPANESE. j fs 
( 
K 





ae 


THAT'S 
RIGHT. 
HIKARU'S 























OFTEN 








































GETS LOST 
INSIDE THE 
BUILDING. 
TAKE THE 
S070 MAYBE ELEVATOR | 
INDICATE BECALISE EVEN THOUGH 
Oi HOLISE, THEREARE | IT'S ONLY 
WE USED SIMILAR THE SECOND 
FLUORES- DOORS 
CENT TAPE TO EVERYWHERE? |\ 
SPELL OUR 




















SIGN: 203 / AZUMA 
DOOR: AZLIMA 





IT'S $0 S 
BRIGHT EVEN 
MY ORLINK 
HUSBAND CAN 
DIT. 






























































Vn GOTTEN 


IF IT’S ONLY | 
ONE, HIKARU USED TO USING 
OPENS IT AND DOUBLE LOCKS 











HOME. LET'S 
GO TO THE 
BATH- 
ROOM. 


THE THE First \\ 
SECOND TIME, IT WAS 
TIME, A A PIGLIRE. 


FLUSH GOOD 
IT ONLY Jos. 



























a 


YEAH, 
I'VE BEEN 
REQUEST- 

ING IT FORA 

WHILE. 


















HUH? A 
TRANSFER? [> 





I DIDN'T 
WANT TO SIT 
AROUND 
UNTIL T 
RETIRED. 


















Po we 4 
/ USING GRANTS, 
WE DEVELOP Y { “WELFARE 
INSTRUMENTS aes INSTRUMENT 
AND AND GADGETS \ es meds 
INTRODUCE TO HELP THOSE — y 
OVERSEAS WITH DISABILI- fo 
PRODUCTS, TIES... 






SO, LIKE THE 
QUARTER HOUR 
WATCH AND 
VOICE OUTPUT 

COMMUNI- 


WE ALSO HAN- 
DLE COMMUNICA- 
TION DEVICES 
FOR AUTISTIC 





THOSE AIDS 
y, THAT PLAY 
A RECORDED 
A \ VOICE WHEN _YEAH, 
—| you press THOSE. 
_\ A BUTTON, 
RIGHT? 


aaa 













VOLUNTEER 
USING ONE 
TODAY. 





















YOU WON'T ABouT NOT 
GET LOST 


ATATRAIN WHERE THE 
STATION. 












«IF THEY CAN 
COMMUNICATE WELL 
WITH OTHERS, IT 
SHOULD BE FUN. 
THEY MIGHT GAIN 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 


SOME- 
THING WILL 
CHANGE. 













THERE 
ARE COR- 

--AND OUR = PORATIONS 
COMPANY EXPANDING 

IS DOING ALL OVER 

PRETTY THE WORLD... soy 
WELL WITH 

IT TOO. 


IT'S BASI- 
CALLY HIGH 
TECHNOLOGY 

FOR DISABLED | 
PEOPLE. 

















IF YOU 
USE THAT, EVEN 








IF YOU CAN'T 
SAY, “EXCUSE 
+» YOU ME...” 
CAN TALK TO 
PEOPLE AND 
LET THEM 7 
KNOW HOW 
YOU FEEL. 









AUTISTIC . 


PEOPLE MAY 
THINK, “PLEASE 
JUST LEAVE ME 
ALONE,” BLT... 






































|| DISABLED PEOPLE 


























THERE 
ARE OTHER 
PROGRAMS 
THAT HELP 

TEACH ABOUT 

"MONEY." 









EMPLOYMENT 
AIDS SO THAT 








CAN OPERATE 
A CASH 
REGISTER. 


























I DON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
KIND OF JOB 
HIKARU WILL 
HOLD IN THE 

FUTURE... 













..-BUT I'M 
SURE HE’LL 
BECOME A 
CHEERFUL, 
WORKING 











BECAUSE 
I'M GOING TO 


THAT'S MY EXPAND HIS 


DREAM AND 
OBJECTIVE 


MASATO.... 1 






\\ YOURE 
“ \\ - GOING TO 
) Get BUSY 
C “acai. 








TAKE 
CARE OF 
MYSELF. 

















I WON'T 
WORK TOO 
TLL HARD AND BE 
IMPROVE MY HOSPITALIZED 
TEAMWORK LIKE LAST 
AND TIME. 
SUCCEED. 










/ TCAN STILL 







: YEAH, THE TAKE HIKARU 
IT'S VOLUNTEERS TO SWIMMING 
THIS. EXPLAINED A CLASSES ON 







SATURDAYS, 
TOO. 





NEW SERVICE 
Tk A 



















So On: 
4] WHERE'S 
2 


iS J 

h = SS | 
~ } 

SS ~ /Niel} 


























4 
Gee A okay AND 

WASN'T RecionaL \ Ye NEXT WEEK 

HE LINING INDEPENDENCE CR MY MOTHER 

UP TRAINS “A WILL COME 
OVER CENTER... = TO HELP. 





THERE? 


LOOK FOR 

HIM. YOU STAY | ? Ie 
HERE. — " 

W ee.\\ cursive... a 

: os ) 


NS 


WE FORGET TO 


y 


THERE'S NO 
POINT INSTALL- 
ING A BUNCH 
OF LOCKS IF 


OH! DID 
I FORGET 
TO LOCK THE 
DOOR USING 
THE CHAIN!? 












“a, 


SNACKS? 





XS 


| ALSOG | 

















A COMMON 

SNACK, IT 
| Bs GIVE 

ak é US A CLUE. 


IT'S SUCH 5 





| SE 





ai —* 
Ss hide 
I'M GLAD —/Te 
) / HE CAME HOME, ° 
_/ BUT WHERE HE $ 
* WAS IS STILL A Via 
MYSTERY. ° 
e : 
e 
e 
i e 
| Sy ° 


| ee FOR NOW, T'LL 
cone BEY cies PUT A LETTER 
- IN EACH OF THE 
“IF THIS BOTHERED Z RN: MAILBOXES. 
SOUNDS YOU LAST x en 


FAMILIAR, NIGHT." 

PLEASE LET 

US KNOW.” 5 
f= oe 


oe 


IF WE LET 
THEM KNOW, 
THEN THEY MIGHT 
THINK OF IT WHEN 





DISABILITY, 
TOO. 




















LETTER: DEAR RESIDENTS OF ELEGANCE HEIGHTS: HELLO. THIS IS AZLIMA FROM ROOM 203, OLR OLDEST SON, HIKARU, HAS A DIS- 
ABILITY KNOWN AS AUTISM, THIS IS NOT AN EMOTIONAL DISORDER, BUT A DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDER IN WHICH HIS BRAIN FLINCTION /S 
IMPAIRED. CHARACTERISTICS INCLLIDE NOT BEING ABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITH OTHERS, AND... [CLIT OFFI 
















"IF HE visits "HE MAY 

YOU AGAIN, THROW A FIT, 
PLEASE CONTACT CRY, OR PLAY 
us, AND WE WILL | “</ »BuT He INEKPLICABLE 
. PICK HIM UP: ISNOT GAMES." 
eo 2 | DOING IT ON 
BAD, PLEASE \& eee 
SCOLD HIM." Ne a . 





"TM SORRY 
TO CAUSE YOU 
TROUBLE, BUT 
PLEASE LINDER- 
70 ASK FOR STAND HIS 
SYMPATHY... DISABILITY.” 
——— I JUST a deine 
- SHOULDN'T a 
ca TOUCH HIS EARS Eee 
z OR BACK, BUT BE HARD 
mn « HOLD HIS HAND, Tne FOR YOU 
so DID =. iN RIGHT" TO GO OUT- mee 






































YOU FIND ae UY SIDE ALONE, 
out WHICH |} A Ly - if TLL stop 
APARTMENT s - i 

IT WAS? 








NO, 


NO ONE'S 
COMPLAINED 


*This isa specific characteristic unique to 
Hikarwkun. Characteristics vary in individuals. 



















er he 4 | 
A | 
(La te t ae | sx i _— 4 
RUB RUB a 
a “i | 5 
we | / HE'S BEEN 
I THOUGHT THERE SEV- 
I COULD 





ERAL TIMES, 
TOO, ee 


HAT - 
ee ee | DOESN'T MITTER... 
WORK INSIDE ~~) 
< BUILD- ~_ IXY N fe <T 
ING. : LO NZ \ 


BUT GIVE HIM 
TI 
i 









lang taon 
@ Na, gua 


J 
lalake? \ AD ( 
HE RUNS OUT \ oH 
WHEN T RE- L + NES 
CEIVE PACKAG- \ yy 
5, OR WHEN 


TM GETTING A 


IT’S THE 
FIRST DOOR | 
YOU SEE WHEN. 
YOU GO UP 2 
THE erAnes/ 












































PL a8 


EASE. 
TAKE THIS. n 


























LINE UP 
EVERYTHING. 


ANSWERED, AND 
SHE COULDN'T 
READ MY LETTER 





IT HURT, _ 
RIGHT? BUT ~~ 


ATTACHED NOW 
THAT YOU'RE 














































































































_ 


oe wear \ 
PHILIPPINES, 
HAD BABY. 







V4 N. /f 
\ \ NNY 
= . cusTOMER 
\\ aes 

f ) \) ) 
QW 

) eh 

i 


LEFT BABY | 
WITH PARENTS. 
a eacs To 


= VAD 
HIKARU, ay 
or ANC is <\ 























JUST LIKE THE 
MANAGER SAID, 
THEY HAVE NO 





peeey <e, 


OHHH! Wy 








I HOPE SHE CAN 
LIVE WITH HER 
SON SOON... 


YEAH... 
AND I GUESS 









AND THEY 
MOVE 



















cee MAYBE 
AROUND 60 2 , a 
GES ty 
HIKARU CAN HA : 
unoer” "IEG" CONSUNC: 


ou: TIONS. 


a ( ( HELPS? 










+1TO TALK 
TO AUTISTIC You 
PEOPLE AS KNOW 
IF YOU'RE HOW 
TALKING TO THEY 
FOREIGNERS? SAY... 


swe- |) )) 


T'M GOING 
DENI? 0 SWEDEN I REALLY 
tule Weex- | || REALIZED 
HOW TRUE 
: IT WAS... 








/ IT WAS 


| 
7 EN \ ; DECIDED 


“Re, 
- | IMAGINE you sa \ 
r ATTHE | SHOULD TRAINING. 


TIME... | HAVE YOUR 
MOTHER 








+0 THAT 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT | 
would | 
HAPPEN. 


















YOU NEVER 
KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENS IN 

LIFE. 








Typhoon No. 
18 is gaining 
momentum 
and will hit 
the western 
region... 















Nn epee ‘at 
a te 
Aecos eases: 
™ TRAINS STOPPED TR SAIKVO LINE.TOBU ISEZAKI LINE. 
iia \ 
ZA 







Te 


7 SINCE THE No SCHOOL 
TRAINS ARE TODAY 
STOPPED, — BECALISE 
I HAVE TO OF THE 
STAY HERE. TyPHOON. 











Vil call again 
about to- 
fast, let’s morrow. 

hope it passes 

quickly. 





INTENTION 
OF GOING TO 


THE DAY AT 
HOME. 








The 
rain has 
increased 
water 
levels, and 
there are 
flood warn- 


SINCE IT’S 
DANGEROUS, 
COME AFTER 
THE TYPHOON 

PASSES. 


FOOD, 


Typhoon No. 
18 is slow- 
ing down 
and staying 
in the east- 
ern region. 















Iriye 

from 
down- 
stairs. 











THERE'S 

$0 DANGER OF 
WE WERE FLOODING. 
TOLD TO 













SCARED OF y 
THE NOISES }—~~ | 


EVACUATE TO 
OUTSIDE? 


SHICHIGATSU 
ELEMENTARY. 






ARE YOU 
PLANNING 
TO DO? 






















Really? Then 












the first- BUT WE'RE TING ME 
floor resi- ON THE SECOND KNOW. 
dents will be FLOOR, SO WE 
going on SHOULD BE 
ahead. FINE. I'LL STAY. i 













HIKARU WILL 4 goou ICANT 
START CRYING \ OOU! §=go7oan 
IF THAVE AND RLINNING EVACLATION 
TO WATCH HI- AROUND... LOCATION. 
KARL, T WON'T 





BE ABLE TO 
SLEEP. 









WAAL... 





SEX: 


I'M SURE 
HIKARLI WILL ~-—— 
BE AT EASE IF 

WesTay __ | 
AT HOME... | 


1 












TURN 
ON THE 
FLASH- 
LIGHT. 


F 


H | 





SPX: KLLINK KLLINK. 


ge 
I'D ONLY oe 
EVACUATE THIS 
BUILDING IF IT Ps 
WAS ABOUT TO ~~ 


SPX: CLICK tp 














ao 
\ 


, \ SHOULD 
PLAY YOUR. | pe 

| wet stay CANDLES? 
FAVORITE | tue IS BUT I'M 
SONG. UNTIL THE SCARED 
\ BATTERY OF FIRE. 


I'M SURE 
HE'LL SLEEP 
WHEN HE 
GETS TIRED. 






FAVORITE 
\ BLANKET. /j*" 





EES 


HIKARU 
FINALLY FELL“ 





WHEN I 
LOOKED OUT 
THE NEXT DAY, 











| LEVEE HAD | 
BROKEN, |= 





IS EVERY- 
“ji THING OKAY? [1 
DD) WE'RE GOING 


the neigh- 
borhood 

community 
associa- 



















HIKARU, IT'S. 
DANGEROUS. 
DON'T GO 
DOWN THERE! 





Pr Ky Y, 


ft é 
y } 
z Hf: 
ce N 









If you see an autistic person in trouble, please hel; 


PLease unDerstanD tHe troubles of tHis peveLopmentaL Disease! 








WHat are tHe 
CHaracteristics of an 
autistic Person? 
@ THEY Don’t answer. e 
THEY Don’t unDerstanD 
@ THEY Just repeat WHat You say. banger. 
panic 


@tHey Hate to be toucHep. @ THEY Wave tHeir HanDs. 


i i . @ THEY rock back anp fort. 
THEY say tHings tHat @THeY Hate certain sounds. @ 
sie make sense.  @THeY are resistant @ THEY JUMP UP anD Down, etc. 
toWarD anD anxious 
about cHange. 





ede ede te de te Ue dete de tee ee te ede Me ede Mee te eee Me ee He Me Me ete Me Me 





z HoW to Deal WitH tHeMm... : 
@ erease talk to tHem in a Kin voice anb speak SLOWLY. & 
3 @ ween txey vont unperstanp You, Please use Letters, i 


x Pictures, anp gestures as You WouLD WHen tatking to a foreigner. if 
e PLease Look on WitH Patience anb unberstanping. ‘i 





Medetedeaeaeaeae ede tele tee le teres ae ae, 


% : 
# Ifa Panic attack occurs... 


Mealededeseseae sede tele de 


% 


3: @ PLease Don’t stimuate tHem. Insteap, Wait UNtiL tHeY are Done. 
z @ Ting to catm tHeM Down by force WiLL ONLY Make it Worse. 





@ ween tHey cam pown, PLease Let tHem Know WHat Witt Happen Ait een eo 
next. THeY feeL better WHen tHeY Have an OUtLOOk. saPPoro parents of Autistic 
CHiupren society 
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*The support book is a notebook tailed information about the severity of Hikaru’s autism, as well as his 
characteristics, lifestyle, and likes and dislikes. It helps the people around him to support him better. 478 
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*Hikaru-kun can’t filter through the noises he hears. so he hears every sound, 
like when you record a crowd of people and play it back. It's tiring. 
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WitH DADA 


By Dapa’s MOTHER, AYAKO OKUHIRA 


When third grader Dada leaves every morning carrying his 
backpack, he doesn't say “I’m going.” Instead, he looks into my eyes 
and closes his own, like he's clicking the shutter of a camera. And that 
ends his vision of me. 

We have many little rituals like this. Dada is autistic. 


Dada was born in 1992 on a beautiful day in May. He was 3,526 
grams (roughly 7.73lbs), pretty heavy for a newborn baby. 

Raising two sons—Dada has an older brother who is two years his 
senior—goes by in a whirl. When Dada was one-and-a-half, he couldn’t 
speak or point at things. A public health nurse told me to “wait it out,” 
and I let my anxieties be assuaged by the notion that my son was just a 
“late-bloomer.” 

Half a year later, I was told to interact more extensively with him. 
Dada was already hyperactive by then. If I held him, he would strain 
backwards, away from me. If I held his hand, he would wriggle free. 
When I talked to him, he wouldn’t even look in my direction. “What 
does interaction mean to Dada?” I thought. 
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The only connection I had with him was to do what he liked. Dada 
liked circular-cut paper, shiny marbles, symbols such as numbers and 
signs, and his favorite, trains. I was at the mercy of Dada’s “fads,” but I 
still felt that the world he created for himself was unique. 

I think I was only someone “useful” to Dada. But it was a step 
toward becoming an important person he could not live without. And 
it was also a step toward eventually becoming his “mother.” When he 
first said “Mommy” to me, Dada—then three years old—was looking up 
at me in the hallway. 

What was physically challenging about raising Dada was that I 
couldn’t sleep during the day or night. And his particular insistences 
and explosive panic attacks were enough to depress me. 

However, the most difficult for me was the difference between Dada 
and the other children. While everyone was holding hands and playing, 
Dada would be standing in the corner putting rope into a plastic wrap 
tube. The teacher said that he was a “master at inventing games,” but 
at that time those words didn’t comfort me. 

When Dada was almost three, I felt that his actions were not unique, 
but rather abnormal. . . I had him examined again. A few months later, 
I heard the word “autism” for the first time. 

“Can he be cured?” I asked, my voice trembling. The reply I got 
was, “Autism doesn’t go away like a cold. However, there are ways to 
improve the situation.” | cried. 

It didn’t take long for my husband and I to accept Dada’s autism 
because we both felt that “Dada’s our son, but before that, he’s an 
individual human being.” This is what Dada taught us. He has a different 
way of thinking, a different way of feeling. We wanted to understand 
his world. . . the world of autism. 

After I started attending language classes and learning about autism, 
I discovered that Dada was better at processing visual information than 
aural information. This explained why Dada would want to use the 
same route to go places, or why he was so interested in signs and logos. 
It was because he understood the world around him by observing. But 
I was disciplining Dada the normal way by trying to make him “listen 
and understand” an environment that didn’t make sense to him. It 
must’ve been very hard for Dada. 

We put indicators in places that were a part of Dada’s daily life and 


used photographs and pictures to show him his day’s routine. Even if 
we went out to play, we showed him when playtime began and when 
playtime ended. An environment that was easy to see and comprehend 
eventually calmed Dada. 

We sent him to day care and kindergarten with a specialized 
teacher to attend to him. I constantly wrote many things about autism 
as reference for the teachers and the school. His teacher's love and hard 
work, the school facilities and equipment, and the friends who never 
gave up trying to talk to Dada helped him to understand our world’s 
social systems and expressions. It was slow but sure progress. 

The day before Dada entered elementary school, I took him to tour 
the new school. He sat at the desk that was prepared for him and looked 
at the sticker with his name on it before saying, “Dada will become a 
first grader. Mommy will not.” I cried again, but this time out of joy. 

Still, the elementary school did have its ups and downs. Dada would 
run away, fall into the pond, close himself up in the nurse’s office. . . he 
caused so much trouble for the teachers! But the school worked hard 
to make things easier for Dada. They made programs for school events. 
They made a procedure manual for classroom duties. They added 
symbols and marking tape to indicate locations. The school became 
a place where Dada could spend his time at ease, and he hardly ever 
stayed home. 

Raising Dada taught me that autism is not a disability you’re 
supposed to conquer, but rather a disability you must understand and 
live with cleverly. This idea makes it easier to live with Dada. And an 
environment that is easy for Dada to understand means that it is easy 
for us too. I want more people to understand that. . . this I feel very 
strongly. 


Nosvu’s WorLD 
by Reiko Maruoka 


In the autumn of 2001, our only son, Nobu, turned 20. 


Like he does every day, Nobu follows the schedule that he wrote 
out the day before and heads to his workplace in the region. And then 
he works with his associates there. 

At the end of Volume 1, Sachiko-san wished for Hikaru-kun to 
become a “cheerful, working adult.” Nobu, who is autistic, is living that 
dream. 

Nobu was born in October 1981 by an easy delivery. His development 
was better than average, especially his motor skills. We thought that 
this growth was something to be expected. But anxiety came along 
when he was 18-months-old, when I was told that he doesn’t “point 
fingers.” Until then, my maternity book was full of checks. From that 
day, there were fewer and fewer. 

My anxiety became definite when Nobu just passed his second 
birthday. My mother became seriously ill, and I had to spend a week 
away from Nobu to take care of her. My husband couldn’t take care 
of him because of work, so we left Nobu with my in-laws. When I 
saw Nobu again a week later at my mother’s funeral, he passed me by 
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without looking at me. He passed by as if his own mother was a wall or 
other inanimate object. I still cannot forget the shock. I quickly made 
an appointment to take Nobu to a guidance center. 

“He may have autism.” That was what the doctor told me. I wanted 
to put those words I’d never heard before back into the doctor’s mouth. 
I kept asking him question after question. 

Immediately after that, our family had to move to a place where 
we knew no one. We moved a lot because of my husband’s job. I 
remember being worried and despairing that day as we rode the bullet 
train, thinking about a life “raising an autistic child,” a life full of the 
unknown. 

But now that I think about it, the one thing that gave us hope was 
our lifestyle of “living openly.” Every time we moved, we would openly 
tell our neighbors about Nobu. We didn’t hide anything. We wanted 
others to understand him. Thanks to this, there were many neighbors 
who accepted our “different” familial interactions and lifestyle. 

On the other hand, inside our house was Nobu who wouldn’t look 
us in the eyes, who repeated what we said, and who couldn’t hold a 
conversation. Luckily for us Nobu didn’t hate being held. I used to hold 
him and teach him many things by singing them to the tune of popular 
songs. That was the most I could do to maintain communication 
between mother and son. 

And as we moved from neighborhood to neighborhood, Nobu 
entered elementary school. The special education class at the local 
school had recently been reformed just as Nobu enrolled. They moved 
the classroom to a place that was well lit. Nobu spent his days there 
until he was in the fourth grade, when we had to move again. 

Usually, a shoe locker (Editor’s note: Japanese students wear “inside 
shoes” at school; shoe lockers are for storing their “outside shoes” while they 
are attending classes; see Translation Notes for more details) would move 
as you move up a grade, but Nobu’s new school considered his autistic 
characteristics and kept his locker the same the whole time he was 
there. 

In the classroom, during recess, sixth grade girls would come by 
and play. On field days, these sixth graders gathered around Nobu as 
if he was the center of a harem. And a boy Nobu had known since 
kindergarten would casually support him, saying, “Well, we do have a 


history. . .” During lunchtime, everyone would take Nobu out to the 
field to play. I was really happy that Nobu was able to be a part of this. 
He was beloved by everyone and was able to attend a normal school. 

But as I look back, I wonder if Nobu was having fun every day. 
At school and at home, I feel that our efforts to make things easier 
for him may not always have been enough. And when we did realize 
this, I would find Nobu playing on his own, away from the group of 
friends that had come to visit. Sometimes, Nobu would get irritated 
that he couldn’t share his feelings with us and would throw a fit. We 
didn’t know what his tantrums meant, and we would try to contain 
his violence by forcibly holding him down. Although we presented 
ourselves as an “open family” to outsiders, inside the house was often a 
wholly different story, with our family experiencing many a harsh day, 
unable to understand one another. 

At the time, information about autism was far scarcer than it is 
today, and we didn’t know how to interact with Nobu. We tried many 
different remedies and training. “How can we find out what Nobu’s 
thinking? How can we express our feelings to Nobu?” These were just 
some of the questions that swirled around in our heads. 

And Nobu would have to transfer schools again. When he was in 
fifth grade, he enrolled in a school for the disabled. And during junior 
high, he reached puberty. He would panic and attack himself. It was 
an eruption of the energy building up inside of him. He would hit the 
walls so hard that he left holes. He would break windows. He would hit 
his head against the couch and get into a rage. .. When he was in high 
school, his teacher told us that these actions were a result of our poor 
communication with him. We learned ways “to communicate so that 
life would be easier for Nobu,” too. 

We used “cards” and “communication books” to communicate with 
our son. We used “whiteboards” and “timers” to indicate his schedule. 
We used items that Nobu could understand visually, and this is how 
we still communicate today. We taught him that there was an end to 
everything and learned that it calmed him down if he had an outlook 
on what was about to happen. The most important thing we taught 
him was that he could say “no” if he didn’t want or like something, 
instead of resorting to aggression. Once Nobu understood that, he was 
at ease. We wonder if his life would’ve been easier if we were able to 


teach him this important lesson when he was younger. 

Currently, Nobu makes his own schedule and lives every day 
happily. Although he does it in a way that’s different from normal, he 
works while communicating with the people around him. He used to 
wait for commands when he was younger. Now he is an assertive young 
man. He decides on his own and acts upon his decision. Now he’s able 
to enjoy something as simple as that. 

Of course, he still needs the support of others. He’s trying to live his 
life while accepting this support. 

There was something that touched me deeply while I was raising 
Nobu. It was my husband’s words. My husband is a very fine father and 
spouse and, for this reason, I thought that he had understood and loved 
Nobu much more than I. But when Nobu was 15, just when we had 
learned how to communicate and interact with Nobu, my husband said 
this: 

“T have never loved Nobu until now. I never adored him, either. I 
just raised him out of obligation as a father to an autistic child and the 
sense of responsibility to support you as a husband. Every time I looked 
at Nobu, I was filled with despair. But now it’s different. 1 now know 
how to communicate with Nobu. I have hobbies I can enjoy with him. 
I feel that I truly understand Nobu now. That’s why I love him so much, 
and I am happy to be with him. Every day is full of happiness. If there 
are other mothers who do not have their husbands’ support, | want 
them to know this. It took me 15 years to enjoy the time I spend with 
my son. So I don’t want them to give up. As long as they learn how to 
interact with their autistic children, the fathers will have a change of 
heart.” 

Of course, I’m sure my husband loved Nobu. But he just didn’t 
know how to interact with him. I would like to share this message with 
all of the mothers out there. 

Our house will continue to revolve around “autistic Nobu.” We'll 
keep living this life that’s a little different from everyone else’s. I just 
hope that the people around us will get to know Nobu and understand 
him. 

And I pray that the number of people who understand autism will 
increase. 


"TRANSLATION NOTES 


HIKARU’S NAME, PAGE 5 
Hikaru’s name _— uses 
the same character as 
“light” in Japanese. His 
last name, “Azuma,” 
uses the character for 
“east.” Masato makes a 
reference to the rising 
sun because of this. 





TERM FOR AUTISM, PAGE 21 

In Japanese, the term for “autism” is written literally as “self-closing 
syndrome” or “cloistered syndrome.” That’s why there are many in 
Japan who mistake the disorder as being a personality problem. 


WELFARE FAcILity, PAGE 23 

A welfare facility (or social welfare center) in Japan is a place people 
can go to receive social welfare assistance. There are various kinds of 
welfare facilities, such as one that specifically cares for the social welfare 
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of children, or one that cares specifically for the disabled. Also, there are 
welfare facilities that handle various issues in one building; it’s likely that 
Sachiko goes to a facility of this sort. Once there, individuals can obtain 
information about flu shots, 
nutrition and health, disabled 
care, elderly care, domestic 
violence, environmental issues, 
financial aid, etc. 


AUTISM STATISTICS, 

PAGES 27, 64, 118, 147, 264, 
ET. AL. 

This title began publication in 
2000 in Japan and, as such, the statistics presented in this volume are 
all out-of-date. For the most current information, please consult the 
CDC (http://www.cde.gov/ncbddd/autism/). 





ONEE-SAN, PAGE 37 
This is the term for an older sister, but can be used for any female older 
than the speaker. 


“ITADAKIMASU,” PAGES 45, 206, 263 

Literally, “I’m accepting the food.” This 
phrase, traditionally said before eating a 
meal, is an honorific form of the Japanese 
verb for “to receive.” Using the phrase 
shows gratitude to the person who prepared 


the food. 


Mocui, PAGE 97 
Mochi is the Japanese word for rice cake, 
and it is usually eaten on New Year’s Day. 





Shown in the picture is the traditional way of making mochi, which is 
pounded by a pestle. In the modern day, people make it using household 
machines or buy it at the store. The mochi-making contest is a tradition 
common in Japan, held in cities or districts. 


“THE SCALES FELL FROM 
MY EYES,” PAGE 116 

A 13% century English 
saying that implies the 
speaker has become able 
to see, either literally or 
figuratively. 





Three Ghosts By TAKAKO IRIE, 

PAGE 168 

A made-up children’s book, the title 
of which may be a parody of the Three 
Little Pigs. The made-up author may be 
a reference to the Japanese cult actress 
Takako Irie, who was known for starring 
in old Japanese horror films in which 
she often played ghosts. 





Euro Liner, Joyrut Train, 
SLEEPER Express, CLOUD 123 
TRAIN, PAGE 198, ET. AL. 
Hikaru enjoys naming some of 
the trains in Japan. He’s even 
memorized the names of trains 
that have been retired. 





BACKPACKS, PAGES 216, 272-5 

In Japan, elementary school students wear 
standardized, sturdy backpacks. Initially, 
these were only sold in black and red, the 
former for boys and the latter for girls. This 
is why Sachiko is curious about the pink 
backpack she notices. These backpacks are 
only sold before and during spring. 


Mayonnaise Botte, PAGE 221 
In Japan, the mayonnaise comes in a 
squeezable tube. Nobuaki wants to play with 
the bottle because he can squeeze it to squirt out water. 
oe fF, 
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SUMO, PAGE 230 raed 
Sumo is a Japanese sport where two as 
wrestlers battle in a circular area. A sumo % 
wrestler wins if he is able to make the v3 


other wrestler fall onto the ground or by 
pushing his opponent outside of the ring. me CS 


THE ENTRANCE EXAM WAR, PAGE 232 

A Japanese phrase for the intense 
competition to get into a prestigious 
school. There are fewer openings 
in schools than there are potential 
students, and children (and mothers) 
are all fighting against each other for 
the relatively few spots. 





GRADUATION, PAGE 251 
In Japan, graduation is in March. The new school year starts in April. 


INSIDE SHOES, PAGES 269, 514 

In Japanese schools, students wear something 
called “inside shoes” that are different from 
the ones they wear outdoors. This is to keep 
the interior of the school as clean as possible. 
Upon walking into a school in Japan, you 
can expect to see rows of lockers where the 
shoes are kept. Guests wear slippers when they 
visit. 


RED-AND-WHITE HATS, HEADBANDS, PAGE 269 
During PE. or field days in Japan, the students 
can wear either red-and-white hats or 
headbands to indicate which team they are on. The red-and white hats 
are reversible, with one side red and one white. 





H1raGAna, PAGE 275 
One of the three syllabaries in; 
the Japanese language, along © 
with kanji and katakana. The 
hiragana and the katakana 
represent either a vowel or a 
consonant-vowelcombination, 
and they are learned first in 
school, similar to our ABC's. 
Hiragana is sometimes referred 
toas “women’s writing” because 
it was derived from a Japanese 
style of writing Chinese 
calligraphy that was used solely 
by women. 
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CoMMUNICATION Book, PAGE 332 

A communication book is a notebook that 
serves as a way of communication between 
the student and student’s family and the 
teacher and the school. When a student is 
planning to be absent, it would be written in 
the communication book and delivered to the 
school in the morning. 


GoLpEN WEEK, PAGE 342 

Generally considered to be the first week 
in May, this weeklong period contains four 
public holidays: April 29 (Showa Day), May 
3 (Constitution Day), May 4 (Greenery Day), and May 5 (Children’s 
Day). May Day (May 1), while not a public holiday, is often included as 
a holiday during the “golden week” period by many companies. 





ANIME, PAGE 415 
The Japanese word for “animation,” this genre includes all animation 
produced in Japan. Often, anime series are based on popular manga or 
comic properties. 


YOUN I ZEEE 


(ZA KosHIHIKaRrl, PAGE 438 

Koshihikari is a type of 
~ tice made in the Niigata 
prefecture. It is known to be 
“ one of the best in Japan. 








‘TAGALOG 


In the last two chapters of this volume, you may have noticed some 
untranslated, romanized dialogue left in the book. This occurs when 
Sachiko encounters Jenny and the other Filipinas living in her 
apartment building. When they speak to one another and, occasionally, 
when they speak to Hikaru and Sachiko, these women speak in Tagalog 
(or a dialect thereof). Even Hikaru picks up on this! So we thought 
you, like Sachiko, might like a little language lesson. . . 


yo) ANO ANG PANGALAN MO? 
/ “What’s your name?” 


Masutt. “I’m good.” 


? w 
ILANG TAON KA NA? “Ho 
old are you?” 


Matunckor. NamI-MIss 
“T’m sad. I miss (him).” 


ILANG TAON KA NA, GUAPO 
LALAKE? “How old are you, 
pretty boy?” 


Special thanks to Anna Tobias 
fj for additional translation! 
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Other Books of Interest from 
Hachette Book Group UsA 


a 


EXITING NIRVANA 


A Daughter's Life with Autism 


Clara Claiborne Park 


ato 








Exiting Nirvana 
A Daughter’s Life with Autism 
by Clara Claiborne Park 


“Jessy’s autism is incurable, but her story is nonetheless one of triumph... . Together The 
Siege and Exiting Nirvana constitute what may be the best-documented case history of an 
autist. Without doubt it is the most readable.” 

— Megan Rutherford, Time 


“As much as Exiting Nirvana succeeds in bringing us into the world of autism, perhaps its 
greater accomplishment is in making us reconsider whatever we thought we knew about what 
it means to be human in the first place.” 


— David Royko, Chicago Tribune 


The Siege 
A Family’s Journey into the World of an Autistic Child 
by Clara Claiborne Park 


“Beautiful and intelligent. . . . One of the first accounts of autism, and still the best.” 
— Oliver Sacks, author of An Anthropologist on Mars 


“The Siege has much to tell us about how different we are from one another and how alike; 
about the limits of teaching and the possibilities of a family’s love.” 
— Brina Caplan, The Nation 








THE SIEGE 


A Family's Journey into the World 


One of the first 
4 stl the best? 


Back Bay Books 


Available wherever paperbacks are sold 


With the Light 
Raising an Autistic Child 
(Hixart To Tomont) 
BY Ke1ko ToBE 


ENGLISH TRANSLATION: SATSUKI YAMASHITA 
Lerrerinc: ALExis ECKERMAN 
Loco Desicn: EunKyunc Kim 


Hixart To Tomonr: Vous. 1 & 2 By Ketko Tope. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
CopyriGHT © 2001 & 2002 KeE1ko Tose. First PUBLISHED IN JAPAN BY AKITA SHOTEN 
Co. Lrp., Tokyo. ENGLISH TRANSLATION RIGHTS IN THE UNiTED States OF AMERICA AND 

CANADA ARRANGED BY AKITA PUBLISHING Co. THROUGH TuTTLE-MorI 

Acency, INc., Tokyo. 


ENGLISH TRANSLATION © 2007 By YEN Press, LLC 


Yen Press, LLC supports THE RIGHT TO FREE EXPRESSION AND THE VALUE OF COPYRIGHT. 
THE PURPOSE OF COPYRIGHT IS TO ENCOURAGE WRITERS AND ARTISTS TO PRODUCE THE 
CREATIVE WORKS THAT ENRICH OUR CULTURE. 


THE SCANNING, UPLOADING, AND DISTRIBUTION OF THIS BOOK WITHOUT PERMISSION IS A 

THEFT OF THE AUTHOR'S INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY. IF YOU WOULD LIKE PERMISSION TO USE 

MATERIAL FROM THE BOOK (OTHER THAN FOR REVIEW PURPOSES), PLEASE CONTACT THE 
PUBLISHER. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE AUTHOR’S RIGHTS. 


YEN Press 
1290 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS 
New York, NY 10104 


VISIT US AT YENPRESS.COM 
FACEBOOK.COM/YENPRESS 
TWITTER.COM/YENPRESS 
YENPRESS.TUMBLR.COM 
INSTAGRAM.COM/YENPRESS 


First YEN Press EBook Epition: DECEMBER 2016 
ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN PRINT IN SEPTEMBER 2007 BY YEN PRESS. 


YEN PRESS IS AN IMPRINT OF YEN Press, LLC. 
Tur YEN PRESS NAME AND LOGO ARE TRADEMARKS OF YEN Press, LLC. 


THE PUBLISHER IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR WEBSITES (OR THEIR“CONTENT). THAT ARE NOT 
OWNED BY THE PUBLISHER. 


ISBN: 978-0-316-47106-0 


READER’S NOTE 


The orientation of this book is not a printing error. Keiko Tobe’s With 
the Light: Raising an Autistic Child was originally created and published 
in Japanese which one reads right-to-left as opposed to left-to-right as 
in English. To'preserve the natural flow of the story and art, this original 
orientation has been preserved for the English language edition of the 


book. 


Please turn the book over and begin reading from the “back” where you 
will find additional tips as to how to easily progress through the panels 
and balloons of the book if you have never before had occasion to read 
manga (Japanese comics). 


Once you start, you will quickly lose yourself in the first installment of 
this moving story. 
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